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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
I greet you in the name of the Risen Christ, in whose name we gather and serve the Living 
God. 
  
In Matthew 7:7 Jesus tells his listeners: 
  
  Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;  
 knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
  
I believe this means that we are to be continually seeking and questioning so that we might 
grow in our faith and better understand how we are called to serve God and Godôs creation.  
This understanding helps me to see that one of the most important responsibilities of a pastor 
is to provide for the congregation opportunities to study the Scriptures so as to mature in faith.  
With this in mind, for the next few months I am going to devote my space to looking at some of 
what I consider to be Jesusô more difficult teachings.  Obviously, within the confines of two or 
three pages it will be impossible to do a full exegetical study (the act of interpreting or 
explaining the meaning of verses or passages of Scripture) on any given pericope (a particular 
text usually defined by containing one story, event or parable in the synoptic Gospels).  My 
hope is that it might spark curiosity that will lead you to delve further into the Scriptures, 
allowing them to speak to you so that they may speak through you. 
  
 Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power  
 and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he  
 sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.   
 He said to them, "Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor  
 bag, nor bread, nor money -- not even an extra tunic.  Whatever  
 house you enter, stay there, and leave from there.  Wherever  
 they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake  
 the dust off your feet as a testimony against them."       Luke 9:1-5 
  
This story is included in all three synoptic gospels and is part of the narrative referred to as 
ñThe sending out of the twelve.ò  The narrative begins with Jesus empowering the disciples to 
go out into surrounding areas and begin to heal and preach the Gospel on their own, in 
preparation for the time when Jesus would not be with them.   
 
Jesus instructs the disciples to take nothing with them for their journey.  On the surface, this 
seems like pretty bad advice.  If you are going on a trip it is common sense that certain 
preparations must be made, so the trip will be safe and productive.  Not taking a staff, for 
protection against bandits and wild animals, would be ludicrous.  Who, in their right mind, 
would not take food, money or a change of clothes when embarking upon a trip?  What was 
Jesus thinking?  The disciples were to trust in God and the hospitality of those witnessing the 
healings they would perform and hearing the words they would be preaching.  All that was 
necessary would be provided for them, if they remained faithful to their calling and did as Jesus 
directed.  It is hard for us to read these words.   
 
The world tells us that we must plan every facet of our lives, leaving nothing to chance.  A 
ñsuccessful personò anticipates every eventuality and has a number of contingency plans on 
which to fall back.  In these verses Jesus tells the disciples, and us, that our only ñplanò should 
be to proclaim the Gospel message wherever we are planted, and to trust in God. 

 (cont.) 
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In the second half of this pericope. Jesus tells the disciples to shake the dust off their feet when 
leaving a place where their ministry of healing and preaching is not accepted.  This seems to be a 
harsh directive.  Jesus doe not say that these people are damned, only that the disciples are not to 
take any more time or expend additional energy witnessing to them. 
  
This is also hard for us to hear.  We are taught never to give up on anyone.  If someone doesnôt 
understand what we are proclaiming, then we must find a new way to say it to enable the message 
to be heard.  Jesus seems to be telling us as disciples that sometimes people will not accept our 
teaching, preaching or ministry, no matter how we might say or do it.  We must accept this fact and 
move on, to others who will hear and accept our proclamation of the Good News.  If people will not 
offer Christian hospitality, we are to go someplace where others will. 
  
In these five short verses Jesus gives us our mission, empowers us for this mission, and tells us 
how we are to accomplish it.  Jesus tells us that if we are faithful in the proclamation of the Gospel in 
our words and deeds, and our witness is not accepted, then we are to leave them and witness to 
those who will open their hearts, souls and minds to hear the Word of God as we are called to 
proclaim it.   
  
 "Let anyone with ears to hear listen!" 
  
Blessings and Peace, 
 
Pastor Mark 

Howdy Parents,          
 
Do you want your child(ren) to take a wild ride through Godõs 

word?  Thatõs just what will happen while attending Avalanche 
Ranch VBS located at St. Peterõs United Church of Christ 12 W. 
Sauk Trail in Frankfort, IL. 

 
For $5.00 your child will be a part of fun Bible learning they can 
see, hear, and touch. Team-building games, lively Bible songs, and 
active Bible adventures are just a few of the activities that help 
faith flow into real life. Since everything is hands-on, kids might 
get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.   

 
Avalanche Ranch VBS is great fun for children 3 years old through 3rd grade; older 

children (4th grade through Young Adult) will enjoy signing on as assistants for the younger 
children.   

 
The fun takes place July 9th and 10th, 2019 from 10:00-11:30. To register for this life-

changing adventure return the registration form with payment by June 23, 2019 to St. 
Peterõs U.C.C.  12 W. Sauk Trail Frankfort, IL 60423.  Feel free to register your friends also.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Dutro at 815-469-3788 or 

cathleendutro@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:cathleendutro@gmail.com
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!ǾŀƭŀƴŎƘŜ wŀƴŎƘ ±.{  /ǊŜǿ bƻΦ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ            !ƳǘΦ tŘΦ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 όƻƴŜ ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘύ     /ŀǎƘ  /ƘŜŎƪ Іψψψψψψψψψψ 
                           CƻǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¦ǎŜ hƴƭȅ 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________ State _______________   Zip ______________________ 
 
Age ____________ Last School Grade Completed_________________________ 
 
Home Phone (_____)________________ Cell Phone (_____)_________________ 
 
E-mail address ______________________________________________________ 
 
 

In case of emergency, contact: 
 

 
____________________________ at  (_____)_____________________________ 
(Name of contact)     (Phone Number) 
 
____________________________ at  (_____)_____________________________ 
(Name of contact)     (Phone Number) 
 
 
Allergies or dietary restrictions _______________________________________ 
 
 
Medical concerns ____________________ Other concerns_________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please return this form to St. Peterôs U.C.C. 12 W. Sauk Trail Frankfort, 

IL 60423 by June 23, 2019 with payment of $5.00 for 
one child or $10.00 for two or more children from the 
same family.   

 
We will be posting pictures of VBS activities on 
Facebook and St. Peterôs website.  Please 
inform us if you do not want us to include 
your child in the photos we will be 
posting. 
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A Message from Your Church Council President, Darrell Stephen 
 
Well! What a terrible spring we have had weather-wise! Just ask 

any of our members who are farmers.  We are not used to 

seeing them sitting in the pews during the spring planting 

season.  But this year, each Sunday we were sympathizing with 

them with hopes for a good, dry weather the following week.  

Now, with Memorial Day behind us, letôs hope for better weather 

for all of us this summer.   

On Memorial Day, St. Peterôs continued the tradition of flying 

flags belonging to many of our deceased veterans.  This year, 

we had twenty-five members and youth assist with the displaying 

of ten flags.  Although the weather made us take them down 

early (surprise!), what a beautiful reminder of the cost of our 

freedom! 

I realize that the summer offers all of us many additional activities and opportunities for travel.  

St. Peterôs is still a great destination to visit during the summer months!  St. Peterôs will still be 

up and running and providing wonderful services during the summer.  Since we operate year-

round, our expenses donôt take a vacation.  So please continue with your regular giving during 

this busy time. We hope to see as many as possible each Sunday for worship.  

In closing, I would like to mention that the facilities committee and the church council are 

considering a few needed improvements to St. Peterôs.  Most of these changes are big ticket 

items.  The majority of our air conditioning units are functioning poorly as they are past their life 

expectancy.  The carpeting in the sanctuary is looking rather worn these days.  Our A-V 

equipment needs updating in order for us to live stream our Sunday worship services.  The 

lighting improvements in the sanctuary are yet to be finalized.  If we were to go forth with these 

projects, we will have to determine how they would be funded.  Any ideas? We are always open 

to suggestions. 

Hereôs hoping for a great summer for one & all!! 

Yours in Christ, 
Darrell Stephen 
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ʝƵƋ°ƕ̃Ƞ ì°ųųƵʝȠĉěǹ ȠɓƋƋ°Ȉ˾ì!ųų aƵƵť kųɓa 

 

ʝƶƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ í±ŴŴƶʞȡĊĜǺ Ĝȡ ĊƶȡȺĜƖô " ȡɔƌƌ±ȉ˾í"ŴŴ bƶƶŦ lŴɔb˱  ȹĊ± bƶƶŦ ʞĜŴŴ b± ȉ±"| |ɔȉĜƖô ȺĊ± 

ȡɔƌƌ±ȉ˰ ʞĊĜŴ± ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± ȡĜȺȺĜƖô ƶƖ ȺĊ± b±"lĊˮ "ȉƶɔƖ| ȺĊ± ǺƶƶŴˮ b±Ⱥʞ±±Ɩ ʲƶɔȉ ŦĜ|̃ȡ ô"ƌ±ȡˮ ʞĊĜŴ± 

Ⱥ"ŦĜƖô " ŴƶƖô ȉ±Ŵ"ʬĜƖô b"ȺĊ˲˱ʞĊ±ȉ±ʘ±ȉ ʲƶɔȉ Ċ±"ȉȺ |±ȡĜȉ±ȡ˱  ȹĊ±Ɩ ƶƖ ȠɔƖ|"ʲˮ Ƞ±ǺȺ±ƌb±ȉ ̢̞
th

, 

íƶŴŴƶʞĜƖô ʞƶȉȡĊĜǺ ȡ±ȉʘĜl± ˷"Ɩ| í±ʞ ƌƶƌ±ƖȺȡ "Ⱥ ̄kƶíí±± !Ɩ|˲̅ Ⱥƶ ô±Ⱥ " |ȉĜƖŦ ̑ ȡƖ"lŦ˸ˮ ʞ±̃ŴŴ 

meet in the Friendship Room to discuss our thoughts about this book.  

 

The book chosen to be read is Joshua: A Parable for Today by Joseph Girzone.  Following is a 

summary/introduction to the book:  

 

When Joshua moves to a small cabin on the edge of town, the local people are mystified by 

his presence. A quiet and simple man, Joshua appears to seek nothing for himself. He 

supports himself by working as a carpenter. He charges very little for his services, yet his 

craftsmanship is exquisite. The statue of Moses that he carves for the local synagogue 

prompts amazement as well as consternation. 

 

What are the townsfolk to make of this enigmatic stranger? Some people report having seen 

him carry a huge cherry log on his shoulders effortlessly. Still others talk about the child in a 

Ǻƶƶȉ Ǻ"ȉȺ ƶí ȺƶʞƖ ʞĊƶ ʞ"ȡ |ȉ±"|íɔŴŴʲ ĜŴŴ bɔȺˮ "íȺ±ȉ ŝƶȡĊɔ"̃ȡ ʘĜȡĜȺˮ ȉ±lƶʘ±ȉ±| lƶƌǺŴ±Ⱥ±Ŵʲ˱ 

 

Despite his benevolence and selfless work in the community, some 

ȉ±ƌ"ĜƖ ȡɔȡǺĜlĜƶɔȡ˱ ìĜƖ"ŴŴʲˮ    ĜƖ "Ɩ ±ííƶȉȺ Ⱥƶ "||ȉ±ȡȡ ȺĊ± lƶƌƌɔƖĜȺʲ̃ȡ 

doubts, Joshua is confronted by the local church leaders. 

 

ěí ʲƶɔ "ȉ± ĜƖȺ±ȉ±ȡȺ±| ĜƖ ȉ±"|ĜƖô ȺĊĜȡ bƶƶŦˮ ʝƶƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ ì±ŴŴƶʞȡĊĜǺ ʞĜŴŴ 

have them available in paperback for $5.00.  Please let the office or 

Cathy Dutro know that you would like one and we will get it to you 

ASAP so you can begin reading this fascinating book.   

 

We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing 

you on Sunday, September 15
th

. 

                                   Church Nursery Update 

The church nursery is always available for parents to use.  However, due to the 

]®®j|h]|®«ô e¯«· «¯{{jª «fqjh¯zjÕ r® µrzz ej unattended from Memorial Day Sunday 

through Labor Day Sunday.  Please feel free to utilize the area, toys, etc. during this 

time, being aware that you will need to stay with your child(ren).   

 

We look forward to serving your nursery needs & seeing your little ones again in the fall. 


