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“God Is Still Speaking”
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From the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter.
We are in the midst of an incredibly painful, stressful, and confusing period. As I write this, the pandemic
is showing signs of resurgence. The daily totals are staggering. World-wide 20 million people have been
infected, 4 million in the USA. Across the globe 623,897 have died, 7,347 in the last day. In the USA
145,384 souls have been lost, 1,211 in the last 24 hours. Millions are struggling with, what in many cases,
are the complications of the disease as they slowly recuperate. Millions are out of work and facing the real
possibility of financial ruin and homelessness as they struggle just to provide for the most basic needs of
their families. Nurses and doctors are being stretched to the limits of human endurance as they run from
bed to bed caring for their patients, all too often having to call families to deliver the soul crushing news
that their loved one lost their battle with the insidious illness. Tens of millions of citizens put their lives at
risk daily as they go to work at jobs deemed essential for our society.
Our country is also in the throngs of a cultural revolution. It was sparked by the death of George Floyd at
the hands of Minneapolis police officers. Millions of people took to the streets of a great many of our
cities to peacefully and lawfully protest and advocate for equal justice for all people no matter their race,
ethnicity, gender, creed or religion, or sexual orientation. We watched, with horror and disgust, as
anarchist, lawless, and greedy individuals highjacked the protests and turned them into violent altercations
with police that resulted in many injuries and billions of dollars in damage.
To make matters even worse, our national leaders have chosen to react in ways that fuel the country’s
pain, fear, stress, and confusion. Rather than speak words of calm and calls for unity they offer only
antagonism and division. They seek to assess blame, refusing to accept any degree of responsibility. They
pander to people’s fears and base instincts rather than working to lead people to live the ideals upon which
America was founded; that all people are created equal.
So, as is the case with most, if not all of you, I find myself at an extremely low point. I pray, but I find no
comfort. I seek comfort and reassurance, but I feel alone and abandoned. I have been spending many
hours reading the books of Lamentations and Psalms, particularly the psalms of lament. These works deal
with times when the Hebrews went through devastating times of invasion and exile. Times when it felt like
they had been abandoned by God. A period when God’s did not listen to prayers of God’s people. A time
when God’s heart had been hardened to the suffering of God’s people. It is sense of being utterly
deserted; a feeling Jesus himself had when he was hanging on the cross and cried out, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” (My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)
While struggling with these issues of faith, I went back to two books where people of stronger faith than
me faced similar points in their lives. Times when they felt alone, abandoned, and bereft of God’s
presence. The first is Dark Night of the Soul. It is a poem written by the 16th-century Spanish mystic and
poet St. John of the Cross, a Carmelite friar and priest. The second book is Mother Teresa: Come Be My Light,
“The Private Writings of the Saint of Calcutta.” In both works the author laments of feeling a complete absence
of God’s presence in their lives. They tell of times, often lasting years, of utter spiritual desolation. Their
narratives speak of the journey of spiritual struggle and ultimately of spiritual growth that helped them
develop a deeper, more enduring relationship with God. A relationship where they utterly understood
God as the Ground of All Being.
(cont.)
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Mystics through the ages have referred to a time in their lives when they experienced what would come to
be called “the dark night of the soul.” Many would argue that it is an essential stage to fuller spiritual
growth and maturity. It is understood as a stage in spiritual development, when a person undergoes a
difficult and significant transition, to a deeper perception of God and a deepening of her/his communion
with God. This newer understanding of God and his/her relationship with God is accompanied by a
painful shedding of previously held beliefs, understandings, and ideals. If the individual is open, it can
ultimately lead to a deeper, more intimate connection with God.
There are, always have been, and always will be, times of real trials and tribulations in our lives. Our
choice is how we respond to them; what we learn from them. We can hide under the covers feeling sorry
for ourselves, or we can begin a journey of spiritual growth that results in a new and deeper loving
relationship with the Living God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark

In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC
YouTube channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a
“all mask worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with
100˚ or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
(cont.)
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For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving as
an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there are
new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus). There
is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate through
your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account. This
option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
From the President, Bruce Wille
In this time of pandemic, uprising, violence, and political stalemates, we need to look at the 7 signs of
depression. Yes they are all present in today’s world and suicide rates are climbing, but the bible has answers
for the sad and anxious.
1. Disconnection from meaningful work
The Bible talks about how God gave man work. In Genesis, God empowered Adam and gave him control
over the world he had created. He asked him to name the animals. God didn't name them. Adam did. He
spotted Adam's need for a “helper” and gave him a woman. There was purpose, meaning, order and reward
in the work that the first humans were set to do. God planned for us to be connected with our work in a
meaningful way. This is part of our design. Without it, we could become unwell.
2. Disconnection from other people
God chose a people, the Israelites, for whom he established a way of living in communion with each other
and himself as a testimony to the rest of the world. He gave guidelines for families, celebrations, community
and worship. He also said that “it is not good for man to be alone” and brought Eve to be with Adam so they
could become “one”. The letter to the Hebrews (10:25) talks about “not giving up meeting together”. The
Christian church is described in 1 Corinthians as “the body of Christ”, in which each of us plays a part. To be
in relationship is part of God's design and is a way of protecting us from isolation.
3. Disconnection from meaningful values
In Matthew 5, he describes how we are happy when we are humble, gentle, and when we hunger for
rightness in the world, have mercy for others, are pure in heart and are peacemakers. Also, the writer to the
church of Philippi said: “Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things” (Philippians
4:8) Jesus never gave any junk values to emulate and he refuted extrinsic rewards: “So when you give to the
needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full”(Matthew 6:2).
4. Disconnection because of trauma
Paul says that there is no denying that we will experience troubles in this life, many of them unjust, which will
make us feel sad. But, he says, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Romans 8:26) and his grace is
sufficient for us for his power is made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). God is aware that all that
happens to us can be turned from traumas into strengths.
Today we would probably call this resilience. In fact, Romans 5:3-4 says: "…suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope”. Finally, God weaves together all that we
experience for good (Romans 8:28). Is God sad that we are maltreated? Jesus wept when his friend Lazarus
died and we are made in his image. We are sad. God is sad too, but he uses it for good and builds character
in us.
(cont.)
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5. Disconnection from status and respect
There are many references in the Bible to the “oppressed” and “the poor”. So much so that scripture
asks us to be just and stand up for righteousness. The prophet Isaiah commands the Israelites to “…
loosen the chains of injustice and untie the cords of those burdened, to set the oppressed free and
break every yoke” (Isaiah 58:6-7). The job of believers is to make society more equal.
6. Disconnection from nature
The Bible has many references about nature and how it can be awe-inspiring, giving us perspective,
connection and helping us feel we are part of something bigger: “For since the creation of the world,
God's invisible qualities (His eternal power and divine nature) have been clearly seen being understood
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).
7. Disconnection from a secure future
God foreknew we would have times of hopelessness. Paul wrote in his letters to the Hebrews: “We have
this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (6:19). An anchor holds fast for a boat against
tides, winds and waves. Paul used this metaphor to illustrate how a faith in God can give us the
resilience to withstand these times when the horizon is out of sight. He also alludes to the life after
death and the hope that our “soul” is anchored to a God who has a heaven waiting for us. Jesus said:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him will not die, but
have eternal life” (John 3:16). Now, that is hope for a hopeless world, something to hang onto during the
storms.
Now that the church is re-opening it is the perfect to get involved in the work of the church.
Keep enjoying the beauties of nature this year and passing them on to others. Join in, if you feel
comfortable, our Sunday church services. Do to the new regulations additional people are required, if
you can help let the office know. The first Sunday of the month all are required to wear masks during the
service to enable more people to feel comfortable. Pray and loosen the chains of injustice and stand up
for righteousness. The opportunities are here and God has blessed Saint Peters with people who can
turn our depressions into strengths.
Bruce

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the missions
of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now”
button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a checking
or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays,
you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

8/31

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized by
Pastor Mark and you would
like a certificate for the child’s
God parents, please contact
the office.
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In our prayers…
Jill Bishop, Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve
Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter, Kate Dougherty &
Family, Shirley Drobnak, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Jill
Hossbach, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family,
the Nelson Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl,
Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanore Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed
Tewes, Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all
service personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt.
Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven
Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All
anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“Keep your temper.
Nobody else wants it.”

For August Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Cereal
Pancake mix

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
August Responsibilities
USHERS:

Rachael Muenchow

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and
tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.

August blessings from your prayer chain.
Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office, 815-469-2220
or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in
need up in prayer.

Pastor Mark
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Birthday Greetings:
8/1

Kate Dougherty
Joseph Frank
Barbara Rainford
Eric Wilhelmi

August 2020

Wedding Anniversaries:
8/1/1998

Chad & Sheila Vaughn

8/4/1979

Mickey & Marge Boyd

8/4/2007

Nick & Kristen Schalmo

8/5/2006

Todd & Michelle Schultz

8/2

Allan Mager

8/3

Cade Cummins

8/9/1986

Arthur & Krista Frank

8/4

Marcia Dalen

8/12/2006

James & Andrea Boldrey

8/5

Jennifer Stephen
Annie Wilhelmi

8/18/1979

Darrell & Jennifer Stephen

8/19/2006

Michael & Dawn Olson

8/6

Robert Proudfoot
Yvonne Stephen

8/20/???

Craig Brown & Courtney Stillman

8/26/1978

Keith & Gail McLean

8/11

Paul Muenchow
Dawn Porter

8/26/1978

Mike & Pam Melnyk

8/13

Richard Trevarthan
Emily Sparenberg

8/14

Joey Sparenberg

8/16

Ralph Eisenbrandt
Monica Nagy

8/17

Kellee Rohr
James Vece

8/22

Alan Batson

8/23

Helen Simpkins

8/24

Michael McGarry

8/26

Darlene Bourke

8/27

Evan Sparenberg

8/28

Kim Capps
Paul Scaletta, Jr.

8/29

Regan Brown
Clair Tewes

8/30

Emily Comstock
Sara Comstock
Liam McGarry

St. Peter's Preschool is gearing up to begin school
after Labor Day. We have been personalizing all the
classrooms for the little ones. The 2's will be going
"Down on the Farm"; the 3's will be "Superhero's",
the 3.5's will be a little "froggy"; Miss Brandi's 4's
will be "Under the Sea" and Mrs. B's 4's will be a
little wild in the "Jungle".
We will welcome 102 preschoolers to our classrooms, 78 a day. The
staff has been working to research, educate, and establish a safe
learning environment for ourselves, the children, and the families
we serve. We have worked with the church board, the entire staff,
and the parents to brainstorm and learn how we can open this fall
and let the children come to school to learn.
We hope all church members are healthy and stay well!
Mrs. B.

A big shout out Thank You to Pastor Mark for the
wonderful visit. It was great to see you!
Karen & Wayne DePorto.
One of the many things we learned while dealing with
the Covoid-19 pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as situations arise.
To that end, we are creating email, text, and phone
chains. Would you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your
email address and cell phone number.
Please take a few moments to do this so
that we make sure you are kept up to date
with the news of St. Peter’s UCCC.
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Ushers this Month:
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August at a glance:
8/2

9:30 am

Worship

8/9

9:30 am
10:30 am
3:00 pm

Worship
Special Gifts Meeting
SYSO Concert

8/10

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Planning Meeting (tentative)

8/14

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

8/15

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Lumes

8/16

9:30 am

Worship

8/17

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

8/23

9:30 am

Worship

8/24

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

8/30

9:30 am

Worship

8/31

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table
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