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From the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the living God in whose name all things are
possible.
The past few weeks I have been doing a great deal of prayerful meditation about the state of our world,
culture, and society. It is no secret that we have been inundated with a tremendous amount of evil as witnessed
by racism, riots, war, school shootings, gang related violence, people dying of hunger and a lack of medical
attention, murders, violence against children, our political leaders; it is rampant. There have been a number of
solutions suggested and implemented to combat the ever increasing evil influences and they all point the finger
of blame at different parts of our culture: television, movies, music, video games, unwed mothers, irresponsible
fathers, the court system, the greed of pharmaceutical companies, gays and lesbians, the NRA, the liberal
media, the Conservative coalition, the Democrats, the Republicans, a lack of prayer in schools, anyone with
different skin color or belief system, illegal immigrants; the possibilities are endless. It seems we are ready to
blame everyone and everything and shy away from placing the blame where it truly belongs -- on those of us
who profess to be followers of the Risen Christ.
Now, I realize that the first reaction will be: I never did any of those evil things! That is probably true, but each
of us has played a part in creating and perpetrating the society and culture which permits and fosters much of
the evil. How many of us have gone to, or rented a movie that includes a great deal of sex and/or violence? By
doing that we support and condone the actions of the entertainment industry which have been proven to have
a terrible impact on our younger generation. How many of us have investments in our portfolio that include
companies that deal and profit from the exploitation and misery of brothers and sisters or the defilement of
God's creation? By doing this we witness to the world that our financial gain is more important than our
concern for others. How many of us clamor to bring prayer back into the classroom, yet fail to pray at home
with our children? How many of us have voted for an issue or candidate because of how it will affect us,
without considering how it will impact all God's children? How many of us claim to believe in the equality of
God's children, yet repeat jokes and comments meant to ridicule and degrade? How many of us claim to
believe in the communion of all God's people, yet refuse to help those outside our small personal sphere? My
guess is that we all have done at least a few of these things.
The next response is usually: Yeah! Well what can I do to combat the evils of the world? I am just one person!
That is correct; we are all just one person! If we continue to feel that way, then it is virtually impossible to
affect any significant change. So, what we must do is to stop thinking of ourselves as individuals and begin to
think of ourselves as members of the body of Christ. In his first letter to the church in Corinth, Paul faced
situations similar to those that confront our society today. There is a great deal of fragmentation, with people
doing many things without considering the effect of their actions on others. Paul explains to the Corinthians,
and us today, that we are all part of the Body of Christ when he says:
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:12, 26-27
We are all in this together. If a child is homeless and hungry on the streets of Johannesburg, South Africa then
the Body of Christ is homeless and hungry. If a man is suffering alone with the ravaging effects of Covid-19 in
Durham, North Carolina then the entire Body of Christ feels his pain. If a young mother is in anguish because
she cannot afford the medicine her son needs to combat scarlet fever, then the whole Body of Christ suffers
her anguish and the child's illness. If our African-American brothers and sisters are living in fear because of the
racism that is so imbedded in our culture, then all who claim to be a part of the Body of Christ should feel
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their fear. You see, it is impossible for anything to happen that does not affect us if we genuinely believe we are
a part of the Body of Christ. That also means that, if we live as if we are all a part of the Body of Christ, then we
can do anything that will glorify God and bring peace and justice to God's creation.
How can we do this? Well, first we begin at home. We bring all our gifts and talents together at St. Peter’s UCC
so that we may become a living example of many becoming one in the power of Christ. You know what, let us
not go any farther yet. Let us strive to be that example of compassionate unity by our actions, as we strive to
glorify God where we have been planted. May we work to make our community a place where all God's people
know peace and justice.
Well, how do we do that? The answer lies in the hearts of the people of St. Peter’s UCC. Are we, as individuals
and as a congregation, willing to live the faith we so freely express? If so, then let us pray that God’s Holy Spirit
move in us and through us, guiding us so we see and feel the pain and suffering of our sisters and brothers
around the world; and the strength and courage to join in their struggles.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

We will be resuming communal worship services beginning Sunday, July 12, 2020. In accordance
with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will be
implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC
YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with
100˚ or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
(cont.)
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For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving
as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are
available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app
(GivePlus). There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope
in the plate through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!

From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Proverbs of Solomon
Reading the Proverbs of Solomon, it is obvious that God is still speaking to us today. The composition of Proverbs
remains one of the most difficult questions about the book. Its strong association with Solomon means most of its
contents were completed prior to his death in 931 BC. Clearly the book stayed in the southern kingdom of Judah, as
Hezekiah’s men compiled more of Solomon’s proverbs in Proverbs 25–29. This indicates that the book was likely in
its final form sometime before the end of Hezekiah’s reign in 686 BC. However The fact that this book was written
prior to 686 BC, it talks about the same issues we have been experiencing this past month. The lord gives sight to all
as we read Proverbs 29.
1
Whoever remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed—without remedy.
2
When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.
3
A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.
4
By justice a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy for bribes tear it down.
5
Those who flatter their neighbors are spreading nets for their feet.
6
Evildoers are snared by their own sin, but the righteous shout for joy and are glad.
7
The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.
8
Mockers stir up a city, but the wise turn away anger.
9
If a wise person goes to court with a fool, the fool rages and scoffs, and there is no peace.
10
The bloodthirsty hate a person of integrity and seek to kill the upright.
11
Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm in the end.
12
If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials become wicked.
13
The poor and the oppressor have this in common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes of both.
14
If a king judges the poor with fairness, his throne will be established forever.
15
A rod and a reprimand impart wisdom, but a child left undisciplined disgraces its mother.
16
When the wicked thrive, so does sin, but the righteous will see their downfall.
17
Discipline your children, and they will give you peace; they will bring you the delights you desire.
18
Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s
instruction.
19
Servants cannot be corrected by mere words; though they understand, they will not respond.
20
Do you see someone who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a fool than for them.
21
A servant pampered from youth will turn out to be insolent.
22
An angry person stirs up conflict, and a hot-tempered person commits many sins.
23
Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor.
24
The accomplices of thieves are their own enemies; they are put under oath and dare not testify.
25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.
26
Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the Lord that one gets justice.
27
The righteous detest the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright.
(cont.)
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As we re-read the Proverbs of Solomon are these not the problems of today word?
8

Mockers stir up a city, but the wise turn away anger.
The poor and the oppressor have this in common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes of both.
“20 Do you see someone who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a fool than for them.?
22
An angry person stirs up conflict, and a hot-tempered person commits many sins.
24
The accomplices of thieves are their own enemies; they are put under oath and dare not testify.
27
The righteous detest the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright.
13

Saint Peters will be reopening the sanctuary for Sunday 9:30 worship services beginning on July 12 under the
new modified guidelines of state and recommendations of our insurance carrier. This letter detailing the
reopening can be found later in the key. The re-opening does give us the opportunity to bring our bibles and to
get together to bring joy/celebration to our lord and hear more of these words of wisdom for the righteous. For
those who feel uncomfortable attending or just can not make it the services will continued to be taped and
available on U-Tube later Sunday afternoon. For those able to attend we welcome you back with our virtual hug
as the council tries to make your spiritual service at Saint Peters a joyful, safe, and healthy experience
Finally as we begin to return to the so called “normal” in our lives, let us remember what Jesus says are the
most important commandments in Matthew 22:36-40
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.
38 This is the first and greatest commandment.
39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now
during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon - on
our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals
from a checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

One of the many things we learned while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to communicate quickly with members
as situations arise. To that end, we are creating email, text, and phone
chains. Would you please send an email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
or stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email address and cell phone
number. Please take a few moments to do this so that we make sure you
are kept up to date with the news of St. Peter’s UCCC.
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ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS
& THEIR PARENTS!!
Please join us for a
COLLEGE SEND-OFF PARTY
Sunday, 07/26/2020 @ 1:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
Visit with other college-bound St. Peter’s youth & spend time sharing experiences
with others who have had recent exposure to college life
(possibly those becoming sophomores, juniors, seniors and grad students)!
Parents can share their joys & concerns with each other and discuss how to keep
calm in the wake of their child(ren)’s leaving the nest.
Lunch will be provided!!!
PLEASE R.S.V.P. by 07/22/2020 by calling
Jennifer Stephen (cell: 815-545-4369) or the church office (815-469-2220)
SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

7/30

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized by
Pastor Mark and you would
like a certificate for the child’s
God parents, please contact
the office.
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Steve Comstock,
Ryan Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter, Ralph
Eisenbrandt, Kay Fredin, Jill Hossbach, Alice
Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, the Nelson
Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore
Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes,
Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson
Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel,
Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous
needs and requests. Thank God for all answered
prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“Two things are hard on the heart ~
Running upstairs, and running down
people…”

For July Missions & Memorials is collecting:
Garbage bags (kitchen & outdoor)
Paper towels
Salt & pepper

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
July Responsibilities
USHER: Kate Dougherty, Bruce Wille
COFFEE AND… Women’s Fellowship

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Thanks to a great deal of time, effort,
and expertise by my son, Kieran, I now
have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and
tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.

July blessings from your prayer chain.
Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office, 815-469-2220
or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in
need up in prayer.

Pastor Mark
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Birthday Greetings:
7/1

Jennie Klier
Delores Kratzenberg

July 2020

Birthday Greetings:
7/28

Brett Warning

7/3

Warren Klier
Maxwell Wieclaw

7/29

Clay Cleveland
Geoff Lucas

7/4

Dawn Doogan-Olson
Gail McLean

7/30

Lucas Hellriegel
Audrey Ruff

7/5

Mia Boldrey

7/31

7/6

Blair Baker

Mark Milligan
Taylor Vucsko

7/7

Sten Fleck
Mary Ann Morrison

7/8

Henry Grunert
James Hellrung
Kurt Sangmeister

Wedding Anniversaries:
7/3/2015

Carson & Christine Cleveland

7/8/1967

David & Marla Bettenhausen

7/11/1981

James Wahl & Donna Ellis

7/12/2003

Roger & Cari Clousing

7/13/2013

Jill & Jeremy Bishop

7/16/1994

Paul & Marcia Dalen

7/17/1972

Steve & Nancy Bennett

7/9

Nathan Bishop
Sheila Vaughn

7/10

Leanne Kolar
Bernadine Proudfoot

7/11

Katherine Fredin

7/23/2005

Kylene & Josh McGarry

7/12

John Perish

7/26/1970

Keith & Teri Schram

7/14

Delores Krohn

7/30/1983

Rick & Andrea Johnson

7/16

Andrea Johnson

7/31/1976

Warren & Linda Klier

7/19

Christopher Gravitt

7/20

Leora Batson

7/22

Jake Lee

7/23

Charlotte Eaton

7/24

Evonne Fedak

7/25

Jerry Nissen
Joan Nissen
Evie Spies

7/26

Steve Comstock
William Spies

7/27

Jenny Fleck

St. Peter’s preschool is looking forward to
starting this fall! We will have five classrooms
with seven classes! The preschool will be
welcoming 102 little ones with a staff of ten
teachers and aides.
Plans are being made to keep everyone safe as
we start the fall!
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Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
LUMES

S

Kate Dougherty
Bruce Wille
Coffee And…
Women’s Fellowship

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7 pm

Thursdays:

Intermediate Quilting, 9am
Crocheting Class, 6:30pm

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot

July at a glance (other than mentioned above):
7/2
7/9
7/16
7/23
7/30

10:00 am

Worship Taping

7/12
7/19
7/26

9:30 am

Worship

7/20

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

7/30

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table
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