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“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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From the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the Living God, who created all humanity in the image of God, and all creation to be honored
and cherished as a gift from God.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, (Genesis 1:1a)
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth (Genesis 1:9-10a)
If we look at the two photos above taken from the perspective of outer space, we can see quite clearly there
are no boundaries designating where one country, state, or province ends and where another begins. All we see
is the earth as God created it, in all its magnificent splendor, a world brought into being to house and provide
all the necessities of life for all the creatures brought to life to inhabit God’s glorious creation. We see a planet
where there are plenty of resources to feed, house, clothe, provide medical care, educate, and to allow people
to live with dignity, pride, and a sense of self-worth. What gets in our way and keeps us from realizing God’s
plan for creation? Quite simply, it is a misconstrued sense “Divine Calling” or “Manifest Destiny.” The notion
created, and fostered, that some nations are more deserving than others. Over the millennia of human history
there have always been two or three countries that have seen the rest of the world as colonies. Decisions and
national policies were crafted to make sure that nations can maintain their power and dominance, even if it
means that millions of people around the world will suffer.

(cont.)
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Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…So God created humankind
in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:26a, 27)
If one reads this passage with an open mind and an open heart it states quite clearly that all people are created in
the image of God. God created all humanity, male and female in God’s image. This means that in the eyes of
God all people are equally loved and valued. It does not say that men are superior to women. It does not say
that people from one place on earth are better and more deserving than others. It does not say that one race is
superior, and the rest are inferior. It does not say that one faith system is more correct in their dogmas and
creeds that the other great faith systems of the world. It does not say that who someone loves makes them less
than the rest of God’s children. Again, it says that all people are created in God’s image. If that is the fact, (don’t
take my word for it, go the Word of God) then all people are due to share equally in the bounties of God’s
creation. Any other idea, law, proclamation, or act is an anathema and an abomination in the eyes of
God!
If this pandemic teaches us nothing else, my prayer is that we finally realize that we, as a species, will make it
through this pandemic, and all the problems, crises, and catastrophes that will follow, only when we, all of
humanity, work as one. God created humanity so that we might be good stewards of God’s glorious creation.
God also created humanity to respect, cherish, protect, nurture, empower, and provide for the needs of each
other. I read a quote by Alexander Fortenko, a New York city emergency doctor. He said, “Covid-19 is a
reminder that we’re all the same, that we’re all united by our humanity and our ability to live together in this
world.”
So, let us learn that we are all sisters and brothers, all equally beloved children of God. Let us put aside the petty
differences that we allow to tear us apart and strive to live as God intended; one people, one world, one heart.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark Milligan
From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Considerations for Coronavirus and Church Gatherings
We worship in a church that’s over 150 years old and it feels like a century since we last worshiped in our
church building. Maybe exaggerating a little on how long we last worshiped in the sanctuary, but the council
met and agreed that we will reopen when it is legal, and more importantly, when it is safe for our members and
friends. As stated in 1st Timothy 5:8 “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” Helen wrote in a letter to the council “Our church
is not closed, only the building is. And remember the words of a closing hymn we sang, and used to teach to our
little children in Sunday school. "The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a
resting place, the church is a people."” (This letter is enclosed in the Key). Since its the love and spirit within the
people that makes us a church we feel that as stated in Timothy we would not be providing a safe environment
for our own by opening the building up early when experts say it is not safe to do so. We are however moving
into phase 3 of the reopening schedule are allowed up to 10 to join in a religious setting; therefore allowing 10
people to join our Thursdays service tapings. Please contact the office if interested. Worship services will
continuing on U-tube so the congregation can participate at home with great success. April 19th we had 67
viewers, April 26th 92 viewers, May 3rd 61 viewers and May 10th 71 viewers. Keep in mind
viewers can be families so this is a good attendance. Thanks to Pastor Mark, Lisa Kristina,
Dave Dutro and Kathy Dutro for doing a great job during the coronavirus period. Also the
Pastor Mark has a U-Tube Bible Study on-line for spiritual enlightenment for all that are
interested. Can’t say it don’t fit in your schedule.
(cont.)
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The love and spirit within Saint Peters is still going on as we are a blessed church. Thanks to our financial
mission especially Susan Lynch we were accepted for the government program with loan forgiveness =
two and half months of payroll covered for St. Peter’s staff and CCC Preschool teachers/aids!
As our CCC Pre-school continues to grow going into next year the plan will be to use the two Montessori
rooms for 3 and 3.5 classes. Move the classroom from upstairs to downstairs (current 3 room). Use the
upstairs room for a combination additional Sunday School room on Sundays and a gross motor room for
CCC during the week where we can do things like the parachute and other movement activities. If
enrollment next year increases, we can use the upstairs room as an additional 4 year old room for 2021-22.
Financially the church will receive the same funds Montessori provided. Planning continues for next year
as procedures continue to change. Carpet installation for new CCC preschool rooms and painting of
existing CCC room is now underway.
We would like to wish the best to Montessori as they signed a contract with Good Shepard Lutheran
church on May 1st due to the growth of our own CCC program. Montessori also requested forgiveness of
their May rent do to not being able to have classes and income which was approved by the council (Their
letter of appreciation is enclosed in the Key).
Thanks to Marcia Steward, St. Peter's has been nominated to be recognized by the state historical society as
a sesquicentennial house of worship. We hope the state accepts this nomination and will be able to
celebrate the recognition once we are safe to do so.
College/Vocational School Scholarships are now available through Saint Peters Scholarship program set
up by Youth and Family ministry in conjunction with Mission and Memorials. Applications should be
submitted by June 1st with checks issued around July 1st. Applications for Saint Peter’s full-time undergraduate students may be requested from the church office.
We have begun the process of mowing the property each week. An email was sent out to facilities ministry
members looking for volunteer mowers. A fairly good response was received. Thanks go to Joey & Evan
Sparenberg and David Dutro for their help thus far. The first fertilizer application was applied in early
May. We are in the process of getting bids for replacement of the upstairs air conditioning of the
parsonage that went out early fall 2019.
We have renewed our Zoom video conferencing package so missions along with special needs can be
addressed through video conferencing until it is safe to do otherwise. Please contact the pastor if this
service is required.
As you see the church is not closed, only the building and the steeple are temporary closed. I hope
everyone stays safe and heathy as stated in 3 John 2 “Our spiritual vitality is linked to our health: “Dear
friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is
getting along well”.
A word of encouragement;
Proverbs 9:12 English Standard Version (ESV)12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if you scoff,
you alone will bear it.
Bruce Wille
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2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the missions
of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon - on
our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals
from a checking or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
One of the many things we learned while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to communicate quickly with members
as situations arise. To that end, we are creating email, text, and phone
chains. Would you please send an email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
or stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email address and cell phone
number. Please take a few moments to do this so that we make sure you
are kept up to date with the news of St. Peter’s UCCC.

A note of thanks from Edward and Marcella Tewes~
We want to thank everyone for the Birthday and 70th Wedding Anniversary cards and wishes
that we received. It was very thoughtful. We heard from some people whom we hadn’t heard
from in several years!
We have so much to be thankful for. Edward had his 93rd birthday May 3rd, and Marcella
celebrated her 90th on May 8. We are both doing fairly well, even while being housebound most
of the winter, and now the spring. Our 2 sons, our daughter, and their families have been taking
good care of us. And although “celebrations” are done quite differently this year, we were still able
to enjoy non-contact visits from our grandchildren and great grandchildren. We have 6
grandchildren, 13 great grandchildren, and 15 grand and great grand
stepchildren!! We don’t see them as often as we would like, but they keep in
touch by phone and are very good at sending cards on special occasions.
May is a very big month for our family!!!
Thanks again to everyone for their kindness!!!
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I greet you all with fondest thoughts as you gather together again for a church council
meeting tonight. As Pastor Mark has stated many times, the building is closed, but
the church and its ministries are not. Because of this statement, and as Chairperson of
the Worship/Music ministry I felt compelled to share my thoughts with each of you
concerning our current remote worship services.
Since the time that our state and our country was ordered to stay at home, due to the pandemic, Pastor
Mark began his work on how to serve the congregation in a different way. Thanks to help from his son
Kieran, Dave and Cathy Dutro, and Lisa Kristina we now can worship from home on Sunday
mornings. Obviously it is not the same as gathering together in the sanctuary. And it is difficult to see
the empty church, and for me personally to see an empty choir loft, but it is a beautiful worship
experience for all those who watch. I want to thank (and encourage the council to do the same) Dave
and Cathy for working to get our service on you tube. They have done an amazing job. But, I mainly
want to speak in regard to the worship/music aspect of these services.
Each week Lisa Kristina shares her God given talent with us, in either a beautiful solo, or an amazing
piece on the piano or organ. Each selection brings hope, comfort, and inspiration to all of us. Each
week, in the absence of our choir she has gone above and beyond to fill our sanctuary with wonderful
music that praises God. She is a true blessing to this church and again I encourage all of us to let her
know how grateful we are for what she is doing.
Most importantly I want to thank our Pastor. The worship services that he has provided, and continues
to provide, have given strength, comfort, and hope for the future, to all of us as we walk in isolation
through this difficult time. The words that he has shared in his prayers and sermons have touched my
heart and helped me to remember that I am not alone and that God is always with me. It also reminds
me that my Pastor is also still with me to comfort and encourage me on days when I am feeling lost. We
are truly blessed with his care as our Pastor. Again someone who has gone above and beyond to
minister to his congregation.
St. Peter's has always been blessed by God. But in this time of darkness, it is obvious that He has
blessed us by calling exactly the right people to watch over us and encourage us during this
unprecedented time. I thank him every day for this blessing.
Until we are told that it is safe to begin to slowly gather together, we can still worship together. And
because of you tube our beautiful worship services can now reach all those who may be feeling lost and
alone, to provide them with comfort. Our church is not closed, only the building is. And remember the
words of a closing hymn we sang, and used to teach to our little children in Sunday school. "The church
is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is a people."
Thank you for indulging me by allowing me to share my thoughts, and may God bless you in the work
you do for our church.
Helen Simpkins
Chairperson of Worship/Music
SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to
join us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

6/29

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized by
Pastor Mark and you would
like a certificate for the child’s
God parents, please contact
the office.
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Ryan Comstock,
Margaret DeLaughter, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Kay
Fredin, Jill Hossbach, Alice Janssen, Lindsay
Johnson & Family, the Nelson Family, Diane
Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen Rachford, John
Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore Stewart, Brogan
Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Dick Trevarthan,
Richard Walsh. Also, all service personnel, including:
Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi
Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr.
Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs and
requests.Thank God for all answered prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“When God measures a man, He puts
the tape around the heart instead of the
head.”

For June Missions & Memorials is collecting:
Peanut Butter & jelly, granola
bars & boxes of raisins

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
June Responsibilities
USHER: Dianne Schultz, Bruce Wille
COFFEE AND… Women’s Fellowship

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Thanks to a great deal of time, effort,
and expertise by my son, Kieran, I now
have my own website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place where
i can stay in touch, share thoughts and
idea, and sometimes a little humor. I hope
you will take a look and tell me what
you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

June blessings from your prayer chain.
Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office, 815-469-2220
or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in
need up in prayer.
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Birthday Greetings:
6/2

Aiden Lattz

6/3

Ken Capps

6/4

Conor McGarry
Brenda Sparenberg
Darrell Stephen

6/5

Clarence Carlson
Christine Cleveland

6/10

Lisa Hellriegel
Rachael Muenchow

6/11

Jill Hossbach
Mark Eaton

6/12

Ken Hawke

6/17

Courtney Stillman

6/18

Keith Schram
Violet Yehnert

6/19

Elana Pomes

6/20

Christine Delgau

6/21

Jill Bishop

6/22

Elizabeth Ber

6/23

Diane Creer
Nancy Kooyenga

6/25

Tyler Bettenhausen
Alexander Lucas
John Scaletta

6/26

Marilyn Knater

6/27

Nancy Tewes-Srednicki

6/28

Gail Roy

6/29

Jordan Walden
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Wedding Anniversaries:
6/6/1959

George & Delores Kratzenberg

6/6/2003

Joshua & Cheryl Miller

6/10/1967

Robert & Patricia Allen

6/10/1995

David Kandow & Sherri Bracken

6/11/1977

Wayne & Charlene Stewart

6/22/1968

James & Sandra Donovan

6/22/1968

Roger & Barbara Rainford

6/25/1960

John & Trisha Nystrom

6/29/1975

Carl & Audrey Yoshioka

6/29/1991

William & Amy Goldsmith

6/30/1984

James & Cheryl Ber

The St. Peter's Preschool has ended the 2019-20
school year in the best way we could! The little ones
received letters in their mailboxes from teachers to let
them know we were thinking of them. The families also
came to school two times to pick up materials and
memory books. While our rooms became frozen on
March 16th, we moved ahead safely keeping our families
in mind. We even put together a special Earth Day
message and danced in a fun video for our families. Both can be seen on
our Facebook page.
As we end this school year, two of our long time staff members are
retiring. Mrs. W (Cathy Wonaitis) our 2's teacher and Miss Karen our
2's aide will be staying home. We have loved spending many years with
them on our team and are grateful for all they have given to the St.
Peter's Preschool program.
The two new classrooms have been carpeted and are in the process of
being arranged with furniture and learning materials! We have hired
Ashley Swiercz (Mrs. S) to teach our 2's and Katie Scaletta (Miss
Katie) to teach our 3.5's. Sara Reimer will be a new aide.
We are looking forward to the 2020-21 school year!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher

Good Evening,
We would like to extend our gratitude to everyone at St. Peter Church.
We have enjoyed our time with you and could not have made our program successful without your continued support. We especially would
like to thank you for granting us forgiveness on May rent. It really
means a lot during this stressful time for all of us. We want to wish St.
Peter success with their upcoming Preschool and hope that your inhouse Children's Ministry continues to flourish.
Regards,
Nikki Carchedi
School Administrator
Montessori of Plainfield
Montessori of Frankfort
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Worship 9:30am

28

Shepherd’s Table 8:15am

29

22

21

Worship 9:30am

Council Meeting, 7pm

Choir, 7:00pm

24

Choir, 7:00pm

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

25

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

30

VBS 9:30am

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

23

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

17

Intermediate Quilting 9am

11

4

H U

Worship 9:30am

T

18

16

Choir, 7:00pm

10

3

E D

15

W

14

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

9

2

U E

Crocheting Class 7pm

T

Youth & Family 6pm

1

O N

Worship 9:30am
Communion
Coffee And…

M

8

U N

7

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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R I

Sew What” 9am

26

19

Council Reports Due A.M

“Sew What” 9am

F

2020

6

A T

Harp Concert 7:30pm

27

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
LUMES

20

13

“Sew What” 9am

S

Dianne Schultz
Bruce Wille
Coffee And…
Women’s Fellowship

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7 pm

Thursdays:

Intermediate Quilting, 9am
Crocheting Class, 6:30pm

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot

June at a glance (other than mentioned above):
PLEASE NOTE: ST. PETER’S UCC, IS FOLLOWING FEDERAL,
STATE AND LOCAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE COVID 19
PANDEMIC THAT ALL WORSHIP SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
ARE ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. THE CHURCH
OFFICE WILL ALSO BE CLOSED DURING THIS PERIOD OF
TIME. WHOEVER NEEDS STRENGTH OR COMFORTING
DURING THIS TIME, THE COUNCIL AND PASTOR MARK WILL
BE AVAILABLE AS NEEDED. WE ARE HOPING THAT THE
CANCELLATIONS ARE SHORT TERM AND WE WILL BE BACK TO
REGULAR ACTIVITIES SHORTLY. IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE
KEEP CHECKING OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK FOR
UPDATES. WE HOPE YOU STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE AND OUR
PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS WITH ALL OF YOU.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
THE CHURCH COUNCIL
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