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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One who is the giver of every good and perfect gift; the One who is the
source of all blessings, all that we have and all that we are; the One who is the Living God.
It would be an unbelievable understatement to say that we are experiencing a chaotic and tumultuous
time in world history. It seems as if each day we awaken to news of a new or growing crisis. It often feels
so overwhelming. We struggle to see the good in the world and find very little for which we can be
grateful. On our worst days, we even find ourselves feeling abandoned by God. When these feelings
begin to overwhelm me, I find comfort and solace in two places.
The first is in the Hebrew Scriptures Psalms. Here we find numerous prayers for help called "laments."
In these psalms we hear the author crying out to God, questioning why bad things are happening to them
and asking God to deliver them from the crisis. In most cases the psalmist concludes by affirming their
faith and trust in God. An example is Psalm 13.
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, and my enemy will say,
“I have prevailed”; my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.
But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me.
The second place I turn is to A Network for Grateful Living. Based on the works and teachings of
Brother David Steindl-Rast. Their mission is to be “a global organization offering online and communitybased educational programs and practices which inspire and guide a commitment to grateful living and
catalyze the transformative power of personal and societal responsibility.
We hold grateful living as an engaged mindfulness practice, grounded in both wisdom and science, which
supports our ability to see the wonder and opportunity in every moment, and motivates us to act boldly
with love, generosity, and respect towards one another, ourselves, and the Earth.”
The vision of the NFGL is the belief that “the fully realized expression of our core values and mission
will bring forth our Vision, which is: A peaceful, thriving, and sustainable world – held as sacred by all.”
The Core Organizational Values guide every aspect of their work, and are expressed and advanced
“through the practice of Grateful Living, which:
 Reveals that everyone belongs, and everyone is valued
 Generates an experience of oneness and interconnectedness
 Deepens love, compassion, and respect for all life
 Cultivates a sense of sufficiency and abundance
 Awakens kindness and generosity
 Inspires the impulse to serve with humility
 Contributes to the healing of body, mind, and spirit
 Unleashes joy
 Anchors hope and trust in life, especially in challenging times
 Opens us to growth and opportunity
 Offers pathways from conflict to peace
 Is an engaged YES to a wholehearted life.”
(cont.)
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FROM THE PASTOR, CONTINUED…
The site (gratefulness.org) is a wonderful place that provides myriad resources and inspirations to help
discover the many reasons to be thankful for the many blessings bestowed by a loving God.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSt7k_q_qRU&t=50s
I leave you with this gift, “A Good Day: A Gift of Gratitude.” This is a beautiful presentation by Brother
David Steindl-Rast that “inspires gratitude for the gift that life is sharing with you at this very moment.”
As you prepare for Thanksgiving later this month I pray that your hearts,
souls, and minds might be filled with gratitude and thankfulness to God
for all the many blessings of creation that envelop us every minute of
every day of our lives,
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the missions
of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up receiving donations via a text
number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s
like having your own “Donate Now” button! You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can
still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!

One of the many things we learned while dealing
with the Covoid-19 pandemic was the need for
ways to communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are creating email,
text, and phone chains. Would you please send an
email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email address and
cell phone number. Please take a few moments to do this so
that we make sure you are kept up to date with the news of
St. Peter’s UCCC.

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and
friends to join us in this humbling
service to our community.
Monday

11/30/20

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia
Steward.

NOTE: Please remember that face masks are required for the entire service on
the first Sunday of the month
Masks will also be required for the entire service and
congregational meeting on November 15.
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Back to the Beginning
If you were in church Sunday October, 18th, you saw Marcia Steward presenting
Saint Peter’s with a certificate from the State of Illinois recognizing the congregation as a
Sesquicentennial church congregation. This is a great accomplishment for our church, and I would like to
thank our founding fathers for creating this historical congregation. As the Bible says in Genesis 1, verse
31 “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.” I would also like to thank all the past and present members, staff and friends
who served as shepherds/caretakers to this congregation. In Genesis 2, verse 15 “The LORD God took
the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” Without all these people we
would not have achieved this recognition.
As we take a moment to celebrate this accomplishment, it is time to look at the next
Sesquicentennial of our church’s history. As the beauty of plants will die without their caretaker, the same
is true of the church. Who are the caretakers of our church? Ezekiel 44.11 “But they may be caretakers
in my holy place, and overseers at the doors of the house, doing the work of the house: they will put to
death the burned offering and the beasts offered for the people, and they will take their place before them
as their servants.”
Throughout the year we will be asking for caretakers of the church. It may be to serve on council,
serve on a mission group, be part of worship, be part of our youth program or our facilities needs. God
has put us on earth as caretakers of his creation. To accomplish the next Sesquicentennial of our church
history, while we celebrate the caretakers of the past, it will be the caretakers of the future that will make
this possible. God has promised a better Eden, Revelation 22, and with your help we will have an even
better Saint Peter’s. Be a caretaker!

We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the members and friends
of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times when situations can change in a matter
of hours. We are working to update our records so that we can get any needed information to you
as quickly as possible. With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the
church (815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address
and cell phone number. If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let
us know the best way to be in contact with you by telling us what phone
number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is essential that we have the
correct contact information so that you can be notified of any important events
or developments in the life our church.

On Sunday, November 22, immediately following worship, we will be sharing in The Hanging of
the Greens. This is the time when we prepare the church for the seasons of Advent and Christmas
with the decorations and symbols of the holidays.. We will deck the halls with holly and ivy, trees
and lights, candles and wreaths, banners and nativities. It is a joyous and
sacred time as we transform the church, and ourselves, in anticipation of
Christ’s nativity.
Pastor Mark
VETERANS DAY, NOVEMBER 11
We are eternally grateful to all of those men and women who
have fought and served for our country. Wishing you and
your family a happy, safe and peaceful Veteran’s Day and
Thanksgiving. THANK YOU!
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps
will be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC
YouTube channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a
“all mask worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with
100 degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people
from the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from
back to front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If
you can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know
what week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving
as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are
available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app
(GivePlus). There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope
in the plate through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put
in your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE

Women’s Fellowship is spearheading a drive to build 15 Thanksgiving meal food baskets in coordination
with the Frankfort Food Pantry.
On Sunday, November 1st, after service, see Jennifer Stephen or Cathy Dutro downstairs in Fellowship
Hall and pluck a feather from the turkey.
Each feather will have a list of items you will provide to make these baskets possible.
Items for the baskets will need to be returned on Sunday, 11/08/2020.
If desired, all participants will then be able to help fill a basket after service on Sunday, 11/15/2020.
This is the second year that St. Peter’s has helped the Frankfort Food Pantry make
more Thanksgiving meals possible for those who are facing tough times. Please share
your blessings with others as we are all God’s children.
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it for me.”
Matthew 25:29
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Birthday Greetings:
11/5

Patricia Allen

11/7

Beth Enskat
A.J. Krusemark

11/8

Lois Cranfill

11/9

Keith McLean

11/10 Darren Lattz
11/11 Phillip Hess, Jr.
Scott Klier
Sandra Robinson
11/13 Robert Allen
Paul Dalen
11/14 Allison Goldsmith
11/15 Charlotte Pfuhl
11/16 Vincent Bourke
Cheryl Miller
11/17 Sarah Oltman
Robert Schultz
11/18 Madison Cummins
Cheryl Howard
11/19 Arthur Frank
Mike Melnyk
11/23 Emily Perish
Allyn Krusemark-Reed
11/25 Teri Schram
11/26 Erik Lynch
Alexis Meyer
Audrey Yoshioka
11/29 Cressa Perish
Wendy Rinke
Terry White

So Much To Be Thankful For
As we begin the month of November, as chairman
of the Facilities Ministry of St. Peter’s, I realize how
much I have to be thankful for. There are so many
people who have been instrumental in helping to
keep St. Peter’s church a beautiful place to worship.
I must first start with Helen Simpkins and the garden club. They
have worked tirelessly in keeping all our landscaping and flower beds
gorgeous throughout the year. Members of the Garden Club include Helen
Simpkins, Marcia Steward, Bob & Dianne Schultz, Joey & Brenda
Sparenberg, Jim Wahl & Donna Ellis, Chip & Lori Krusemark, Judy
Hageman, Diane Creer, and Cathy Dutro. If I have missed someone, I am
truly sorry and please bring it to my attention.
Next, I would like to thank all those who helped in cutting the grass
this year. Helping me cut were Joey & Evan Sparenberg, Dave & Cathy
Dutro, and Bruce Wille. Each and every week, a combination of these
individuals could be seen on the riding mower, walking behind the selfpropelled mowers, or doing the trimming. There were times we had more
volunteers than available equipment. Also, a big thank-you to Rick Johnson,
who was always there to repair our equipment if a breakdown occurred.
Lastly, there are a few individuals that I could not do without on this
ministry. Jerry Warning is always available to assist where he can and is
there to share his knowledge when problems pop up. David Dutro takes it
upon himself to walk through our entire facility and check for any electrical
issues or any other details that need attention Bruce Wille has been a longstanding member of this ministry and his insight into issues is always
available. This past summer, during Covid-19, Cathy Dutro & Jennifer
Stephen did a wonderful job of cleaning, painting, and minor repair work in
the 1967 wing, including all the pre-school rooms, bathrooms, & hallways.
The preschool rooms looked beautiful when it reopened in early September.
Wayne Stewart consistently and quickly responds to all our plumbing needs.
Last, but not least, Joey Sparenberg is a person who has done so much for
St. Peter’s. Joey and his wife, Brenda, repaired the exterior preschool doors
that lead out to the playground, resulting in thousands of dollar savings to
the church. They were in terrible shape and now look like new and
beautiful! Joey also just completed sanding, staining, and varnishing the east
and west exterior entry doors to the sanctuary. A special thanks to Joey,
who has taken on so many projects at St. Peter’s.
These individuals are truly a blessing to St. Peter’s. If you haven’t
had an opportunity to notice these improvements, please do so. Also, as
this is the month when we focus on what we are grateful for, please take a
moment to thank these people for their selfless service to both St. Peter’s
and the Lord.
Darrell Stephen
Facilities Ministry

Wedding Anniversaries:
11/10/1979

Dennis & Rebecca Cleveland

11/23/1975

Bill & Marla Krippel

11/23/2008

Matt & Nancy Srednicki

11/26/1983

Ken & Rose Carlson

November 3
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve Comstock,
Margaret DeLaughter, Shirley Drobnak, Dale Ebert,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Jill
Hossbach, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family,
the Nelson Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl,
Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanore Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed
Tewes, Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.Thank
God for all answered prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and
guests! The coffee mugs, new and improved, are
back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:

Don’t forget to “Fall Behind” on
November 1 @ 2:00 am! Turn
your clocks back 1 hour … extra
hour of sleep!!! YAY!

For November Missions & Memorials is
collecting:

Items for the Thanksgiving
table, along with canned
vegetables; green beans, cream
corn, etc

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
Kup-a-Joe
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
November Responsibilities
USHERS:

David VanderLaan & Council

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and
tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized
by Pastor Mark and you would like a
certificate for the child’s God parents,
please contact the office.

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
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Worship 9:30am
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Shepherd’s Table 8:15am

29

Worship 9:30am
First Sunday of Advent
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Council Meeting

Worship 9:30am
Congregational Meeting Faith
& Mission Statement
NOTE: A mask is required
during entire service and
meeting
WF Thanksgiving Baskets
After meeting-12pm
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Worship 9:30am
Veteran’s Sunday
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Worship 9:30am
Communion
NOTE: A mask is required
during entire service.
WF Thanksgiving Baskets
10:30-12pm
Daylight Savings Time Ends

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.
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Frankfort, Illinois 60423
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stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
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U E
3

E D
4

25

18

Worship Meeting 6pm

11

Missions & Memorials
Meeting, 7pm

W

T

26

19

12

H U
5

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
KUP-A-JOE
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David VanderLaan

Ushers this Month:
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815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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November at a glance:
11/1

9:30am
10:30am

Worship, Communion
Mask Required
Women’s Fellowship Thanksgiving Baskets

11/3

All Day

Election Day

11/4

7:00pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

11/8

9:30

Worship, Veteran’s Sunday

11/11 All Day
6:00 pm

Veterans Day
Worship Meeting

11/13 9:00am

Council Reports DUE

11/15 9:30am
10:30am

Worship
Congregational Meeting
Faith & Mission Statement
(MASKS REQUIRED)
Women’s Fellowship Thanksgiving Baskets

10:45am
11/16 7:00pm

Council Meeting

11/21 8:00am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe

11/22 9:30am
10:30am

Worship
Hanging of the Greens

11/23 9:00am

KEY Articles DUE

11/26 All Day

Happy Thanksgiving!!

11/27 All Day

Office Closed

11/29 All Day

First Sunday of Advent

11/30 8:15am

Shepherd’s Table
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