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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, God of power, promise, potential, and possibility.
As with all of you, this is very chaotic period for me, as an individual and as the pastor of St. Peter’s
United Church of Christ. There are so many crises engulfing our planet that threaten to tear our society
and our world apart. It seems impossible to prioritize which needs to be addressed first; they are all
critical. It is just so overwhelming.
As I was struggling with this, I received my current issue of The Christian Century. This is a periodical
that addresses the world situations and tries to offer different voices that speak to the many ways people
are trying to maintain the courage and faith to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world so sorely in
need. There was a brief article that really spoke to me:
WHAT WOULD BARTH SAY? Will Willimon thinks pastors could learn about dealing with the
pandemic from Karl Barth’s example. During World War I Barth never mentioned the war in his wartime
sermons, even though he thought it was a disaster and amounted to just wages for nationalistic sin. He
continually preached instead on the privilege of living in “a unique time of God.” His message speaks to
our current situation. Says Willimon: “God has thrust us into an exceptionally apocalyptic age of
unveiling in which the folly of our Promethean myths [is] self-evident and our dependency upon God is
undeniable” (Plough, July 22).
It had never even dawned on me to look at the times in which we live this way. Do I, do we, have the
strength and the faith to see the pain and needs of the world as opportunities for me to strive to live the
faith I so freely profess? Am I, are we, being called to be a presence of peace, compassion, and justice at
a time when anger, hate, and fear seem to be overwhelming humanity? Can I, can we, truly be agents of
transformational change as we share the joys and struggles of faithful Christian discipleship? I believe
that the answers to all these questions are a resounding YES!!!
We are at a liminal point in our life as a congregation, one where we will have the opportunity to choose
which path we feel God is calling us to follow. There will be many roads which we might travel, but only
one that will lead us to fulfill the promise and mission set for us by God. I genuinely believe that the
direction we choose to take as a congregation in the next few months will define the ministry of St.
Peter’s United Church of Christ for years to come.
Many questions will need to be asked and truthfully answered. Will we choose to be safe and secure? Will
we trust that God is always with us as long as we strive to follow the examples of Jesus? Will we elect to
follow the careful path of least resistance or the often-difficult path of righteousness and justice? Will we
follow a path worn smooth by the feet of others who have trod down it for years? Might we choose a
path where only people of strong and abiding faith may dare to walk? Will we follow a path because it is
comfortable and well known? Can we find the courage to take the road less travelled which will lead us in
a new direction full of possibility and promise? Are we a people whose faith is in what we can control?
Can we be people who are willing to give ourselves completely to God in faith, trusting that God will
provide?
(cont.)
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As we ask and answer these questions together, there is no doubt that there will need to be change here at
St. Peter’s UCC. My guess is that some will be minor and inconsequential, but some may well be major.
Some will go smoothly, while others will require a great deal of time and effort. Change is hardly ever fun
and easy, but is essential if growth is to occur; and growth is essential, because if a church is not growing
then it is dying. I know with all my heart that St. Peter’s UCC is not a dying church. We are a church where
God's Spirit is alive and calling us forth to do great things in response to that call, serving God and God's
people.
As we enter into this time of self-reflection we will need constant prayers for wisdom, guidance, strength
and faith that we may hear God's call in our life and respond - "Thy will be done!" We will need to have
“ears that hear” so that we might listen for God's call in the life of our beloved church. We will need to
take time to quiet our hearts and minds that we may hear God speak in the peace and
stillness where only God can be. We will need to pray that we may truly live the faith
we profess in our times of worship. Pray that we may have faith the size of a mustard
seed, because then we can move mountains in God's service. Pray that we may accept
changes as they come, knowing that we cannot begin to comprehend the mind of
God, but that we can always trust in God's love. We must pray for peace, love, and
understanding. Most importantly, we must pray all this in Jesus' name. Amen.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark Milligan
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the missions
of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This
option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you
can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!

NOTE: Please remember that face masks are required for
the entire service on the first Sunday of the month
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
God is still speaking at Saint Peters
Even though there is no choir/congregational singing and vocal conversations that we
are used to in our worship, “God is still Speaking”. We are still blessed with great messages of
God’s word and still have the amazing music from our organ, piano and the talented musician
making it all happen. Worship and Music are working on some new ideas for the
Thanksgiving/Christmas seasons. More information will be available later. Yes, we are open,
and God is Still Speaking.
Have you walked around the campus of Saint Peters lately and seen all the beautiful
flowers, shrubbery, and the beautiful grass? These, along with their caretakers, are gifts of
love from God. Take time to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation and be a caretaker of his
gardens. You will hear God is still speaking.
Enjoy the birds and animals as now is migration season of many of these birds. We
even had a bat attend one of our worship services! Do not worry, our services will not be
taken over by the bats; the facility mission has obtained qualified experts who remediated and
sealed off all the openings where the bats can enter the church tower/balcony. Yes, God has
given us care-takers of the church building. Let us give thanks for our building caretakers or
better yet join in. God is still speaking.
God gave us little children. Our youth programs are again active. The CCC preschool
has been in session since the middle of September with many happy families. You may have
noticed some traffic jams around Saint Peters around drop-off and pick-up times and heard off
a few other challenges, but CCC’s reputation remains stellar. The Sunday school program
also opened in mid-September with U-tube sessions for the younger children and zoom for
the older children. The zoom attendance started off great the first weeks, but dropped slightly
the second week. In October, the plan is to move to in-classroom study for both groups of
students. Remember the old saying it takes a community to raise a child. God is speaking to
us to be part of this community.
God is speaking to Saint Peter’s to feed and shelter the homeless. Saint Peter’s is
doing this yet, following corona virus protocols on a Community food drive, October 24 th, 9 am
to 12 and Shepherd’s Table, November 30th 8:15 am.
Our fellowship has once again begun using the coronavirus guidelines. Women’s
fellowship is beginning it’s movie nights and the men’s breakfast has resumed on the third
Saturday of the month. Check out the calendar for details.
If you feel you are not receiving information or maybe don’t have access to face book,
e-mails or text messaging; want the key mailed to you; or just have not updated your contact
information, please contact the office. Please be aware that the ways we deal with the Covid19 virus can change at any moment as circumstances dictate. Our main concern is always the
health and safety of our members and friends; if you do not feel safe avoid the risk. If you feel
we can do something better, please let us know how. This is where we need you to speak and
not rely on God.

We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the members and friends
of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times when situations can change in a matter
of hours. We are working to update our records so that we can get any needed information to you
as quickly as possible. With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the
church (815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address
and cell phone number. If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let
us know the best way to be in contact with you by telling us what phone number
to use as we establish a phone chain. It is essential that we have the correct
contact information so that you can be notified of any important events or
developments in the life our church.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps
will be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC
YouTube channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a
“all mask worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with
100 degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people
from the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from
back to front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If
you can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know
what week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving
as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are
available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app
(GivePlus). There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope
in the plate through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put
in your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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A tradition that has always been important in the life of St. Peter’s UCC is
Family Harvest Sunday. This is the Sunday when people are encouraged
to bring nonperishable food items to worship, to fill the shelves of the
Frankfort Food Pantry in preparation for the holiday season and the
needs that always increase during the winter months. This year the
needs of the community are even greater, due to Covid-19 and the high
unemployment rate. In an effort to respond to this need we are
sponsoring a community wide Frankfort Food Drive. On Saturday,
October 24 from 9:00am-12:00pm we will be inviting the community to
bring contributions of food and/or money to help serve the needs of our neighbors in
need. We will be sending notices of the food drive to the community via our website
and Facebook page, Frankfort Patch, Southland Times, Frankfort Chamber of
Commerce, and an email to all the Frankfort churches. Please tell your friends and
neighbors and encourage them to be a part of this community wide effort to serve
those in our community that find themselves in need of our help.
And Jesus said, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave
me food.. ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food…‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:39

St. Peter's Preschool is full of children learning and staff teaching!
While we are still getting accustomed to the 'new normal', everyone is
glad to be back at school and spending time with friends learning and
creating!
To start the year we have two 2 year old classes, two 3 year old classes,
one 3.5 year old class, and two 4 year old classes. Right now we have 79
little ones coming to preschool! In October, we hope to add some
children to the classes as the elementary school district is returning to
in person learning.
We are grateful to be at St. Peter's with the support of everyone. The children along
with ABC's and 123's are learning to be kind and caring.
Happy Fall!
Mrs. B.
Director, 4yr old teacher
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Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Movie Night
Join us on Tuesday nights, October 13th & 27th, from 7:00-8:30 PM
in Fellowship Hall to watch and discuss the movie Do You Believe?
A synopsis of the movie is as follows: A dozen different souls---all
moving in different directions, all longing for something more. As
their lives unexpectedly intersect, they each are about to discover
there is power in the cross of Christ…even if they don’t believe it. Yet. When a local pastor
is shaken to the core by the visible faith of an old street-corner preacher, he is reminded that
true belief always requires action. His response ignites a faith-fueled journey that powerfully
impacts everyone it touches in ways that only God could orchestrate.
This film is from the creators of the God’s Not Dead movie series we watched in 2019.
These movie nights have been a popular function of Women’s Fellowship. While, in the past,
we never required an RSVP, times have changed. If you are interested in joining us, you
must let Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) know by Sunday,
October 11th so that we can ensure there is room to socially distance. Hope to hear from you
and see you October 13th!

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK!!!
With the children returning to public school, St. Peter’s
Sunday school is set to welcome back our students on Sunday, October 11th!!
Social distancing, face masks, temperature checks, and hand
sanitizing will be procedures that we will strictly follow.
The teachers will be contacting parents to ascertain their
preference for attendance (in-person vs. Zoom/prerecorded lessons). If a parent still wishes for their child to
be part of Sunday school via Zoom/pre-recorded lessons,
the teacher will be in contact with them to set up and explain how that process will work.
Parents—please watch your emails for contact and further information! We are
excited to see the childrens’ faces (even if only their cheery eyes are visible
with face masks) and hear their angelic voices! WELCOME BACK!!!!
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Women’s Fellowship Book Club
On Sunday, September 20th, fifteen of the twenty women who
purchased “Friendship Cake” by Lynne Hinton met to discuss this
moving book. Fellowship Hall provided adequate room for the
ladies to socially distance as well as wearing masks and taking
temperatures. Cookies purchased from Fleckenstein’s Bakery
were close to one of the cookie recipes from the book—Mexican
wedding cakes. Some thought-provoking discussion was had and pumpkins on fall
leaf-laden plates served as centerpieces and take-home gifts. Fun was had by all.
It was decided to do another book club for the winter and meet in March to discuss
the book. We will be reading “Garden of Faith”, the second in the series from author
Lynne Hinton, who is a UCC pastor. Cost of the next book will be $7.00.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509)
or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) before year’s end as we will be purchasing books
soon.

Perseverance
When all the world is becoming dark
And things seem not so clear,
When shadows seem to hover ‘round
Lord, may I persevere.
When it seems everything I’ve tried
And there’s no way to go,
Just let me keep remembering
Sometimes the journey’s slow.
I may just need to stop and rest
Along the path I trod,
A time to try to understand
And have my talk with God.
As I gain new strength to carry on
Without a doubt or fear,
Somehow I know things will be right
And so I persevere.
By Anne Stortz
Submitted by Eleanore Stewart
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve Comstock,
Margaret DeLaughter, Shirley Drobnak, Dale Ebert,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Jill
Hossbach, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family,
the Nelson Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl,
Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanore Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed
Tewes, Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.Thank
God for all answered prayers!

For October Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Baking Supplies

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and
guests! The coffee mugs, new and improved, are
back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
Kup-a-Joe’s
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!

October Responsibilities
USHERS:

Dianne Schultz
Darrell Stephen

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and
tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

We have recently created a
certificate to present to
godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has
been baptized by Pastor Mark
and you would like a
certificate for the child’s God parents, please
contact the office.
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Birthday Greetings:
10/3

Marge Boyd
Allan Creer

10/4

John Edmondson
Tracy Donovan-Hunter

10/5

Eleanore Stewart

10/6

October 2020

Wedding Anniversaries:
10/01/2016

Glenn & Shirley Sharpe

10/06/1984

Chip & Lori Krusemark

10/09/2009

Mark & Jessica Baker

10/19/1963

Allan & Diane Creer

10/24/2008

Dan & Kari Fleck

Brennan McGarry

10/25/1952

Norman & Betty Hossbach

10/8

Vivian Scaletta

10/25/2008

Thomas & Jill Hossbach

10/9

Parker Cleveland

10/28/1978

Michael & Deborah Hossbach

10/30/1999

Jim & Wendy Rinke

10/12 Mark Schimanski
10/14 Deborah Hossbach
Lisa Ardaugh-Hunter
10/15 Steve Krippel
10/17 Carson Cleveland
10/19 Cody Cleveland
Samantha Tewes

One of the many things we learned while dealing with the
Covoid-19 pandemic was the need for ways to communicate
quickly with members as situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would you please
send an email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a few
moments to do this so that we make sure you are
kept up to date with the news of St. Peter’s UCCC.

10/20 Jacob Dalen
10/21 Abigail Doyle
Joshua Miller
Brayden Schalmo
10/22 Kylee Rinke

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

10/23 Marcia Steward
Charlene Stewart

10/29

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

10/24 Zachary Hellriegel
10/25 David Ber
Dylan Bettenhausen
10/26 William Miller
10/27 Todd Schultz
Bruce Wille
10/31 Nicole Goldsmith
Kylene McGarry
Kathy Milligan

During our worship service on Sunday, October 25 we will be
observing Totenfest. This is a time when we remember members
and loved ones who have passed away during the
last year. If you have anyone you would like
remembered during this time, please contact the
office (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with her/his name
and your relationship with the person.
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.

WF Movie Night, 7pm
Fellowship Hall
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Council Meeting 7pm

Worship 9:30am

SYSO Live Stream, 6pm
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WF Movie Night, 7pm
Fellowship Hall
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Worship 9:30am

Missions & Memorial
Meeting, 7pm
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Worship 9:30am
Communion
NOTE: A mask is required
during entire service.
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Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Community Food Drive
9am - Noon

24

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
KUP-A-JOE’S
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Dianne Schultz
Darrell Stephen

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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October at a glance:

10/4

9:30 am

Worship - Communion

10/5

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

10/11

9:30 am

Worship

10/13

7:00 pm

WF Movie Night, Fellowship Hall

10/16

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

10/18

9:30 am
6:00 pm

Worship
SYSO Live Stream

10/19

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

10/23

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

10/24

9:00 am

Community Food Drive

10/25

9:30 am

Worship

10/27

7:00 pm

WF Movie Night, Fellowship Hall

10/29

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table

10/31 All Day

Halloween

11/1

Fall Behind, Daylight Savings Time Ends

2:00 am
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