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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One sent to show what it means to truly be human and to be truly holy.
As we continue our journey through the liturgical year we find ourselves entering the holy season of Lent.
The season begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with Holy Saturday, the Saturday before Easter Sunday.
Lent is the forty days that immediately precede Easter Sunday. The designation of forty days came from a
number of Scriptural references: the rains that flooded the Earth (Genesis 7:4), the days Moses spent on
Mt. Sinai (Exodus 24:18), the number of years the Hebrews were required to wander the desert before
they could enter the Promised Land (Numbers 32:13), Elijah’s time of fasting on Mt. Horeb (1 Kings 19:8),
Jesus’ time in the wilderness immediately following his baptism (Matthew 4:2), and Jesus’ time with the
disciples after the resurrection (Acts 1:3).
The tradition, as we know it today, finds its origins in the 6 th century of the Common Era. Lent was
considered to be a time for penitence (confession and repentance), sacrifice (fasting and abstaining),
contemplation (reflection and meditation on Scripture and the life of Christ), and prayer (seven times
each day). During Lent Christians would fast Monday through Saturday until 3:00pm. At this time the fast
would be broken and people could partake of the evening meal. The Sundays of Lent were not
considered days for fasting, so often people would have elaborate meals to celebrate the Lord’s Day. It
was the accepted practice that Christians would abstain from eating meat on the Fridays of Lent (a
practice that led to meatless Fridays throughout the year).
In recent years the traditional practices of Lent have been stressed less and less. Its relevance in the lives
of Christians has been lost. People have become too busy to engage in the practices of the past. We are
willing, albeit often grudgingly, to give a few hours on Sunday, but to commit too much more is beyond
what many are willing to give. We have lost the sense that God is a part of every aspect of time; every
second, every minute, every hour, every day, every week, every month, and every year. There is a sense
that we work hard for everything we have, so we don’t want to sacrifice any of it, even for a short time.
In our “Christian nation” we find that we can’t spare the time for reflection, meditation, contemplation,
or prayer because that would take time away from our productivity; time is money, not God’s. Our
culture has become one of instant gratification that has little patience for practices that do not deal with
meeting our immediate desires.
We desperately need to reestablish the primacy of the Lenten season and its associated practices into
our lives and the life of the Church. We need to recognize that we are pulling further and further away
from God; moving further and further off the path set for us by Christ. We must accept our role in a
society and culture that has become ruled by the dictate that might is right; that the strong shall inherit
the earth; that the one with the gold make the rules. We need to come before God with a penitent and
repentant heart, asking for God’s forgiveness, for God’s mercy, and for the strength to live as we should if
we are to be true followers of the Living God and the Risen Christ.
This year, I am encouraging people to engage in two of the traditional faith disciplines: prayer to speak to
God and silence to hear God’s response. I believe these two disciplines are at the core of our Christian
faith. They serve to help us open our hearts, our minds, and our souls to hear what the Spirit is saying to
the church and to all of us - God is still speaking. So, let us immerse ourselves in these two ancient
practices as a way to bring ourselves in closer communion with God, Our Creator, our Redeemer, and our
Sustainer, and with all of God’s glorious creation.
Yours In Christ’s Service,
Rev. Mark
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Love
I just received a text from Saint Peter’s reminding us about participating in the
annual Valentine Day boxes. These boxes are being sent out to our college students and
those in the military in an act of love. What a way to start a new year and a new council, a
holiday based on love. Valentine’s Day occurs every February 14. Across the United States
and in other places around the world, candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged between
loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine.
So, what is love? Here is the Bible’s definition of love “And so we know and rely on
the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of
judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect
in love.” - 1 John 4:16-18 To me this is the perfect verse to start the new year following a
year of pandemic, rioting and deception.
I again would like to thank all of our present council members especially those going
off of council for their love of Saint Peter’s performing the duties of the church council:
Becky Cleveland, Jim Hellrung, Rick Johnson, Darrell Stephen and David Vanderlaan. In the
same love I welcome those who are becoming a part of the 2021 council: David Dutro (2 year
term), Chip Krusemark (3 year term), Judy Hageman (3 year term), Helen Simpkins (3 year
term). As stated in Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone
who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken”. So with the love of God, a council
of nine and a congregation of three hundred, I have faith Saint Peters can do wonderful
things in 2021.
“But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” - Psalms 86:15

This Lenten season, beginning with Ash Wednesday (February 17)
we will be sharing weekly worship services each Wednesday. In an
effort to keep our members safe, these services will be only online
via St. Peter’s website (stpetersfrankfort.org) and Facebook page
(St. Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort). The topics for the
services will be: Gratitude, Compassion, Justice, Joy, Mercy, and
Forgiveness. I pray that these services help to enhance your Lenten
season.
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2020 Fish “Facts”
(an overview of the year’s activity with Mokena-Marley Fish Outreach)
DID YOU NOW that in 2020…
 Mokena-Marley FISH Outreach, operated solely for charitable and benevolent
purposes in accordance with Section 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, was alive and active?
 We offered assistance in paying utility bills, and helping with transportation, food
and shelter costs?
 Six FISH volunteers served anonymously as telephone operators for Will County
Crisis Line?
 Everyone who works for the FISH organization (including all board members)
is a volunteer?
 We provided assistance of some kind to 21 families in Frankfort Township?
 We received monetary gifts from 9 individual donors and 11 churches and
organizations?
 Berkot’s Super Foods, in conjunction with the Mokena and Frankfort Lions
Clubs, provided FISH clients with 17 food baskets at Thanksgiving and again at
Christmas time?
 Given the COVID-19 situation at Christmas time, we offered gift cards to our
clients instead of purchasing individual gifts?
 FISH Christmas gift cards for our clients were provided by: VFW Men’s and
Women’s Auxiliaries, Mokena Police, Good Neighbors of Lincoln-Way, Silver
Cross Patient Accounts Dept. workers, and Neighborhood Friends: St. John’s
UCC, St. Mary Parish, St. Peter’s UCC, and Marley Community churches; and a
number of very generous individual within our community.
 We distributed Christmas gift cards to 21 families (180 individuals), and 155
Trinity Services residents—for a total of 515 gifts (360 to families and 155 to
Trinity residents)?
 Little Al’s in Mokena collected and donated lots of toys at Christmas time?
WE ALSO WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT …
 WE NEED YIOUR HELP. Our goal is to have at least one volunteer from each
of the Frankfort Township churches actively working in our FISH organization.
 WE BOTH APPRECIATE AND NEED MONETARY DONATIONS.
 OUR FISH BOARD MEETINGS, held at 7:00 pm on the first Thursdays of
January and September and the first Monday in April at St. John’s UCC, 11000
Second Street, Mokena, are open to anyone interested in working with theh
FISH organization.
 QUESTIONS? Email us at mmfishoutreach@gmail.com or call ST. John’s UCC
at 708-479-5123.
NOTE: masks are to be worn during
the entire service.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a “all mask
worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving as
an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a winter book club. The book club has been very popular
so, since we find ourselves stuck inside for a majority of the winter, it was suggested that we
add a winter reading as well.
Then, tentatively on Sunday, March 21st, following worship service and/or approximately at
10:30 a.m., we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts about this book. Currently that meeting is
scheduled to be held in Fellowship Hall but we’ll have to wait and see how & where we will
meet due to the current health situation. We may be required to meet via Zoom. Once it is
determined how & where we will meet, anyone who purchases the book will be notified.
The book chosen to be read is Garden of Faith by Lynne Hinton. This is a sequel to the summer book club
reading of Friendship Cake. Following is an introduction to the book:
Welcome back to Hope Springs! The Hope Springs Community Church Women’s Guild Cookbook
is finished, but the unique bond forged between five remarkable women is put to the test when nonnonsense Margaret Peele discovers she is ill. Filled with the mystery and wonder that make life
worthwhile, Garden of Faith will lift your spirits and warm your heart.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them
available in slightly-used condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) and let them know that you would like one
by January 30th and we will get it to you ASAP so you can begin reading this
heartwarming & reflective book.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday,
March 21st.
February Responsibilities
USHERS: Becky Cleveland, Rick Johnson

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
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Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

2/1

2/1/1964

Paul & Carol Heilstedt

2/18/1950

Edward & Marcella Tewes

George Dalen
Joshua Dalen
Dale Krohn
Raquel Schimanski

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.

2/3

Isabella Lattz

2/6

Thomas Hossbach

2/7

James Ber
Craig Brown

2/8

Laura Batson

2/10

Mary Muenchow
Elizabeth Rieder

2/11

Daniel Tewes
Sophia Wilda

2/12

Camille Cleveland
William Deady

2/13

Susan Lynch

2/14

Corrie Lee

2/16

Thomas Bettenhausen

2/17

Muriel Long
Denise Bettenhausen

2/18

Stacy Holland

Dear St. Peter’s,

2/20

Margaret Norman

2/21

Betty Hossbach
T-Kay Nagy

2/23

John Schneider

Many, many thanks to your congregation for the
donation of gift cards for our annual Christmas Project. With
COVID-19 in full swing, the gift-card route was a wise one as
we were able to help those in need without exposing our many
donors to unnecessary shopping.
Your ongoing support is much appreciated.

2/25

Lena Olson

2/26

Jamie Kealey

2/27

Jane Stone

2/28

Barbara Haack
Wayne Hossbach

St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now”
button! You have always been able to set up
automatic withdrawals from a checking or
savings account. This option will still
continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop”
something in the plate on Sundays, you can
still put in your envelope - just put a note
on the flap - online donation!

Sincerely,
Barb Cottingham, Secretary
Mokena-Marley FISH Outreach

Cards and notes of
encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the
following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

For February
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Cake mixes
and
frosting
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Margaret DeLaughter,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Alice
Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Helen Rachford,
John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore Stewart, Bruce
Stone, Ed Tewes, Dick Trevarthan. Also, all service
personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin Rutolo,
Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major
Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler.
All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help
the ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in
turn, receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a
little humor. I hope you will take a
look and tell me what you think. Be
Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark
One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK!!!
With the children
returning to public
school, St. Peter’s Sunday
school is set to welcome
back our students on
Sunday, February 14th Valentine’s Day!!
Social distancing, face
masks, temperature
checks, and hand sanitizing will be procedures
that we will strictly follow. The teachers will be
contacting parents to ascertain their preference
for attendance (in-person vs. Zoom/prerecorded lessons). If a parent still wishes for
their child to be part of Sunday school via
Zoom/pre-recorded lessons, the teacher will be
in contact with them to set up and explain how
that process will work.

Parents—please watch your emails for contact
and further information! We are excited to see
the children’s faces (even if only their cheery
eyes are visible with face masks) and hear their
angelic voices! WELCOME BACK!!!!

St. Peter's Preschoolers enjoyed the
learning and fun this January in
preschool! We learned about winter,
artic animals - along with our abc's, and
123's!
Registration for the 2021-22 school
year went wonderfully! We have a total
of 90 children enrolled with only 13 openings!
This month for our Kindness Curriculum, we
decorated paint sticks as snowmen and donated them
to the Meals on Wheels program.
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President’s Day
Office Closed

VALENTINES DAY

Worship 9:30am
Confirmation

28

First Sunday in Lent

Worship 9:30am

21

22

Council Meeting

15

14

Worship 9:30am
Confirmation

M&M, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion

O N
1

8

M
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PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
required during entire service.

S

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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On-Line
Lenten Worship

24

ON-LINE
ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE,

17

Worship Meeting 6pm
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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KEY Articles DUE

19

Council Reports DUE
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Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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February at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING EVERY SERVICE.
The Lenten Services are available on-line.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
2/7

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

2/8

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

2/10

6:00 pm

Worship Meeting

2/12

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

2/14

All Day
9:30 am
10:30 am

2/15

All Day

President’s Day, Office Closed

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

2/17

7:00 pm

On-Line Ash Wednesday Service

2/19

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

2/21

9:30 am

Worship, First Sunday in Lent

2/24

On-Line

Lenten Worship

2/28

9:30 am

Worship

Happy Valentines Day!!
Worship
Confirmation
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