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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of Living God, the Risen Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
I think it is safe to say that we have just experienced a year like none other in our lifetimes. The
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic will be felt for years to come. I do not believe I need to recount
the devastation caused by the virus, as we are all too familiar with the heart breaking stories of pain
and loss that touched the lives of millions.
We also endured an election that was driven by hate filled vitriol that appealed to the worst of
people. Science and compassion were replaced by mind numbing conspiracy theories and fear
mongering that shook the very core of our nation and of human decency.
While I, like all of you, wish it would have never occurred, it did. So, as we begin this New Year we
have two options: wallow in the chaotic morass that was 2020 or be open to learning from the past
year and find ways to use these painful experiences to create a better nation, a better society, a
better world.
I believe the most important lesson we can take from this past year, and all we experienced, is that
we are all inextricably intertwined and interrelated with every other person in the world and
all of creation. In the creation story found in Genesis the author tells us:
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God, God created them;
male and female God created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply.. And it was so. God saw everything that God had made, and
indeed, it was very good.
Genesis 1:26a, 27, 28a, 31a
The story very clearly states that all humanity, without exception, is created in the image and
likeness of God. All the factors we have created to separate ourselves from each other are a
true anathema in the eyes of God. We spend an inordinate amount of time and energy
separating ourselves from each other in terms of gender, race, nationality, ethnicity, faith,
creed, and sexual orientation rather than working together sharing and blending our gifts,
graces, and talents as God intends. Only when we can look into the eyes of every person and
see the image of God can we hope to create a world that truly reflects God’s intentions for
creation.
My hope and prayer for humanity is that we see just how fragile is our existence
here on Earth, and how much we need each other if we are to realize the
potential and promise God had for us, when God created humanity in the
image of God.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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NOTE: Beginning Sunday, 1/17, St. Peter’s will once again be open for
Sunday worship at 9:30 a.m. masks are to be worn during
the entire service.
St. Peter's Preschool had a heartwarming December as we were able to share
the spirit of Christmas with our little ones. While Santa, elves and reindeer
always lead to fun conversations, stories, and projects--we cherish the time
spent on listening to the story of the first Christmas. The children are in awe of
baby Jesus!
It is already time to register for the 2021-22 school year! We will be offering
classes for 2, 3, & 4 year olds! Church members receive priority dates before
the public. For details, please visit our website to see the brochure and print the registration
packet.
www.stpeters-preschool.com

“Sharing from a Food Bank Volunteer:”
1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & Cheese in the box. But it needs milk &
butter which
is hard to get from food banks.
2. Boxed milk is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce & spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop tops OR donate can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice a Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt & pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags & coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar & Flour are treats.
9. Important are, fresh produce donated by farmers & grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring & summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Rarely is there fresh meat.
12. Tuna & crackers make a good lunch.
13. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
14. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly, but NEED sandwich bread.
15. Butter or margarine are good.
16. Eggs are a commodity!
17. Cake mix & frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
18. Dishwashing detergent is very expensive & is always appreciated.
19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury & women will cry over them.
20. Everyone love Stove Top Stuffing.
The Frankfort Food Pantry also has a “wish list” on their website.
FP Wish List 2020.pdf (frankforttownship.com)
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Gratitude continued
As we just finished the Christmas season and look forward to a New Year full of new
blessings, I want to take a moment to look back to the gratitudes of 2020 as your council
president.
I was blessed to be part of a congregational church in which the power of the church is
the trinity and the power of the trinity is given to the congregation. I would like to thank God for
giving our congregation this power as stated in 1 Corinthians 4:20 “For the kingdom of God does
not consist in talk but in power.” and Ephesians 3:20 “Now to him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us,”.
I would like to thank all the members of our congregation who used the power to fulfill the
ministries of Saint Peter’s. Even with the 2020 pandemic our church mission ministry continued
and I am grateful to all who went out of their way to contribute to the food pantry, prepare/deliver
food and supplies to the sick and shut-ins and continue the missions of the church. We had
many of our congregation contribute to our facility ministry doing painting, electrical work,
gardening and other ongoing repairs and improvements to our facility. I am thankful to all these
people especially in a year of budget shortages. Speaking of Stewardship, I would like to thank
everyone who had to be creative in contributing to Saint Peter’s and our financial treasure for
getting us enrolled in the stimulus program. I am thankful for our Youth ministry, seeing the joy of
our pre-school students during the week and those who made the Sunday school and
confirmation programs work remotely or inhouse. The covid created new challenges in our
worship and music ministry and would like to thank all who stepped up. Also this year our church
structure became the first historic building in the village of Frankfort and our congregation
recognized by the state for 150 years, it is a gratitude for the church and thanks to all that made
this happen. Covid had a great affect on our social ministry, but thankyou to those who did make
it work. And a special thanks to all you participated in our prayer ministry which is power at work
as stated in James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”
I look back at the gratitude of working with a council and staff who serve as shepherds
and teachers overseeing the power of the congregation. Even if we were not in agreement on
every issue, we were blessed with a council and staff that did pay special attention to care for the
church as stated in Acts 20:28 “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.” I would like to give a thanks to all
who served these positions in 2020 with a special recognition to those
going off the council, Becky Cleveland, Jim Hellrung, Rick Johnson and
Darrell Stephens.
Not sure I want to see another year like 2020, but hopefully Saint
Peter’s gave you as many blessings as it gave me. Thank you everyone at
Saint Peter’s as your council president.

St. Peter’s 2021 Congregational Meeting will
be held Sunday, January 31. If you would like to
be a part of the meeting via Zoom, please
contact the office, 815-469-2220.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a “all mask
worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving as
an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a winter book club. The book club has been very popular
so, since we find ourselves stuck inside for a majority of the winter, it was suggested that we
add a winter reading as well.
Then, tentatively on Sunday, March 21st, following worship service and/or approximately at
10:30 a.m., we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts about this book. Currently that meeting is
scheduled to be held in Fellowship Hall but we’ll have to wait and see how & where we will
meet due to the current health situation. We may be required to meet via Zoom. Once it is
determined how & where we will meet, anyone who purchases the book will be notified.
The book chosen to be read is Garden of Faith by Lynne Hinton. This is a sequel to the summer book club
reading of Friendship Cake. Following is an introduction to the book:
Welcome back to Hope Springs! The Hope Springs Community Church Women’s Guild Cookbook
is finished, but the unique bond forged between five remarkable women is put to the test when nonnonsense Margaret Peele discovers she is ill. Filled with the mystery and wonder that make life
worthwhile, Garden of Faith will lift your spirits and warm your heart.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them
available in slightly-used condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) and let them know that you would like one
by January 30th and we will get it to you ASAP so you can begin reading this
heartwarming & reflective book.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday,
March 21st.
January Responsibilities
USHERS:

Rick Johnson, Darrell Stephen

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
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Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

1/1

1/20/1978

Tom & Paula Shapiro

1/29/1966

Dean & Barbara Haack

1/4

Kari Fleck
Alyssa Kandow
Calvin Baker
Luke Pomes
Paula Shapiro

1/5

Roger Clousing
Mason Cummins

1/6

Cathleen Dutro
Lester Janssen

1/10

Donald Cranfill
Shea Kimsey
Colin Olson
Holly Scaletta

1/16

Josh McGarry
Bernice Voss

1/21

Kaitlyn Clousing
Dean Haack
Kathy Lattz

1/24

Sheri Kimsey

1/25

Lyla Kimsey
Dianne Schultz

1/26

James Donovan
Kelly Enskat
Norma Nelson

1/28

Shannon Edmondson
David Kandow
Danny Walsh

1/29

Justin Belt
Jennifer Lucas
Lyle Tewes

1/30

Amy Inka
Lori Wieclaw

1/31

Kristal Belt
Kim Comstock
Linda Klier
Barbara Paul

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now”
button! You have always been able to set up
automatic withdrawals from a checking or
savings account. This option will still
continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop”
something in the plate on Sundays, you can
still put in your envelope - just put a note
on the flap - online donation!

For January Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Soup & crackers

Cards and notes of
encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the
following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve
Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter, Karen DePorto,
Shirley Drobnak, David Dutro, Dale Ebert, Ralph
Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Jill Hossbach,
Cheryl Howard, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson &
Family, Mary Ann Morrison, the Nelson Family, Diane
Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Mike Porter, Helen
Rachford, Jim& Wendy Rinke, Penne Scaletta, John
Schneider, Craig Schultz, Karen Shiner & husband,
Renee Smith, Eleanore Stewart, Brogan Stillmann,
Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Dick Trevarthan, Richard
Walsh. Also, all service personnel, including: Ryan
Comstock, Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland,
Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private
Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs
and requests. Thank God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help
the ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in
turn, receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Committee Chairs, year end reports for the
annual report for the January
Congregational Meeting are due to the
office no later than January 11!
Reports needed from:
Missions & memorials
Stewardship
Sew what
Membership & evangelism
Calling & Caring
Financial
Special gifts
Thank you to those of you who have already
turned in their reports.

Thank you for the cards,
prayers and donations to
Shriners & St. Peter’s in
Wayne’s name.
Carol & Karen DePorto
Thank you Women’s Fellowship and the Church
Council, for your generous gifts. It is a pleasure
working with each one of you.
Sincerely, Wendy Marotta

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a
little humor. I hope you will take a
look and tell me what you think. Be
Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark
One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Thank you to Women’s Fellowship and Missions &
Memorials for the beautiful church calendar and
wall hanging. And for the wonderful visit with
Helen Simpkins via her car!!
Karen DePorto
Thank you so much to everyone who called,
sent cards, visited or brought food. I am
completely overwhelmed by the love and
support of my community and church family. I
am a very lucky man.
Sincerely,
Jerry Warning
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Worship 9:30am
Congregational Meeting
10:30am

Worship 9:30am

24

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day
Office Closed

Worship 9:30am

25

Council Meeting

18
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DUE

11

M&M, 7pm
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Please note: A mask is
required during the entire
service on the first Sunday of
the month.

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Rick Johnson
Darrell Stephen

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
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Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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January at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING EVERY SERVICE.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
1/4

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

1/6

All Day

Epiphany

1/11

9:00 am

Committee Reports DUE

1/13

6:30 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

1/15

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

1/17

9:30 am

Worship

1/18

All Day

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Office Closed

1/22

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

1/24

9:30 am

Worship

1/31

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Congregational Meeting
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