St. Peter’s June KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher

Inside this issue:

June 2021

From the Pastor

Page 2, 3

Council President

Page 3

Work Day Thank You, June
Frankfort Village Happenings

Page 4

Updated CDC Guidelines, Special
Anniversary

Page 5

Information Request, Women’s
Fellowship Book Club, M&M
June Collection., Office Hours,
June Ushers, Pastor email

Page 6

Birthday’s/Anniversaries, Giving
Options, Birth Announcement

Page 7

In Our Prayers, Rev. Milligan website,
Amazon Smile, St. Peter’s PreSchool, Brogan Stillman

Page 8

June Calendar

Page 9

Happenings at a Glance

Page 10

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL 60423
Office:815-469-2220
Fax: 815-469-2875
Pastor Mark e-mail: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
Web: www.stpetersfrankfort.org

NOTE: masks are optional for those
who are vaccinated.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Ever-Present, Ever-Merciful, Ever-Compassionate God.
This month we are beginning to see things return to some semblance of normal, whatever that is. Of one thing
we can be sure, there will be changes in our lives, and that is not a necessarily bad thing. Hopefully, we, as
individuals and families, cities, towns and villages, states and nations, and a species have learned some valuable
lessons from this pandemic that has ravaged our planet. The one lesson I feel supersedes all others is that God
brought humanity into being to love, nurture, and care for each other.
In the story of creation found in the Book of Genesis we read:
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…
So God created humankind in God’s image,
in the image of God, God created them;
male and female God created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it… God said, “See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food… God
saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.
The narrative is clear, the humans were the first and only of God’s
creatures made in the image of God. Their entire identity was based solely upon being reflections of the
divine being. Humans were not created to be defined by race, color, ethnicity, where on the planet they were
born, their gender, creed, how they see and serve God, their sexual orientation, or their political affiliations.
The first tasks assigned to the humans were to be fruitful and multiply. They were to carry on the act of
creation started by God by perpetuating the human family. A family that was to care for all its myriad
members and all of God’s glorious creation.
Over the past fifteen months we have seen so many divisions created and embellished throughout the world,
and especially in our country. Distrust, hatred, vitriol, and selfishness have been running rampant. Our politics
have been defined by petty bickering. We have seen the abdication of the responsibilities assigned by God in
favor of self-aggrandizement and power grabs, actions that are a complete anathema the eyes of God.
Meanwhile, over 600,000 souls have been lost during this pandemic, and all the while the bickering and
conspiracy theories continue.
But, amid this turmoil and chaos, we have witnessed unbelievable acts of love, compassion, and selflessness
that shine as living examples of how God expected us to live when God first created humanity. Nurses and
doctors putting their lives at risk daily to serve the sick and dying. Hospital workers maintain the facilities to
provide the medical care people needed. First responders answering the calls of the sick and afflicted. Essential
workers, every day people working in grocery stores, gas stations, and all manner of business that meet the
needs of citizens and society. People that saw the needs for food, clothing, housing grow exponentially as the
pandemic continued, and found ways to serve their neighbors in need. Teacher that worked tirelessly to
provide for the education of their students. Children that lived the words of the prophet Isaiah “and a little
child shall lead them” by having lemonade stands, toy drives, clothing collections and other service projects to
help those less fortunate that themselves. It is because of people and actions such as these that I can feel hope
for the future. Actions that bring to life the lesson of Jesus – Love God. Love everybody. Love God’s majestic
creation.
(cont.)
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan, cont.

As this worldwide pandemic has made so blatantly clear, the world is a small place, and it is getting smaller.
What happens in one place to one person can have lasting effects for all humanity and all creation. Let us
honor the memories of those who lost their lives to this pestilence by tear down the walls of suspicion we
have created and living as God intended us to live, as one family, a people of God.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen
YES! I think summer may finally be here. I love summer. I love the warm weather, longer days,
beautiful flowers, golf, baseball (GO CUBS!), and just being able to do so many things outdoors. Even
yard work makes me feel good, although I find it takes me a lot longer to do most of those chores
these days. It doesn’t take long to realize that I am not getting any younger.
I want to personally thank all those individuals who came out on Saturday, May 22nd for our
outdoor workday. There were so many bushes that got trimmed, tree branches cut, flower beds
weeded, and flowers planted. What really was exciting was seeing the fellowship that was being
shared by all. It was warm out, everyone worked hard and much was accomplished. I have to say that
the property surrounding our beautiful church looks just as stunning as the inside. As president of the
council, I am so proud of the appearance of the first historic building in Frankfort, St. Peter’s!
I am also very happy that we have been able to ease up on some of the restrictions related to
Covid-19. It is so great to actually see smiling faces once again. Please be aware that we are still doing
everything we can to maintain everyone’s safety. If, at any time, you have a question concerning our
Covid restrictions or protocols, please contact any member of the council.
As we continue through this summer
season, I hope to see more and more of you in
attendance on Sunday mornings as we try to
push Covid behind us. My wish is for a very
peaceful and safe summer for all. Enjoy any
vacation you might be taking, but
remember—St. Peter’s is always here for you!
I hope to be seeing many of you in person
soon!!
St. Peter’s U.C.C.
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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THANK YOU TO THE WORK DAY VOLUNTEERS!
On Saturday May, 22nd St. Peter’s held an outdoor work day. There were 19 volunteers
who showed up ready to work, and 2 other volunteers who had worked the day before.
Bushes were trimmed, and some cut down, weeds were pulled, trees were pruned,
and annuals and perennials were planted. It was a wonderful effort on everyone’s part.
These are the names of the hard working volunteers who came to help beautify our
church grounds.
Judy Hageman
Diane Creer
Sylvia Tewes
Hannah Clousing
Kaitlyn Clousing
Joey Sparenberg
Brenda Sparenberg
Evan Sparenberg
Darrell Stephen
Cathy Dutro
Dianne Schultz

Chip Krusemark
Lori Krusemark
Pastor Mark Milligan
Kathy Milligan
Karen Shiner
Kate Dougherty
Marcia Steward
Helen Simpkins
Dave Dutro
Bob Schultz

And Special thanks to Roger Clousing who donated 100 Ace Hardware yard
waste bags for us to use during the summer.
It was a hot day to be working outside, but everyone pitched in to achieve amazing
results. And the best part of the day was the Christian fellowship that was shared by all
as we worked together for our church.

God bless you all for what you do for St. Peter’s Church!

What’s going on in the Village in June? …








Modified Country Market, Sunday’s through
October 24
Cruisin’ Frankfort, Monday’s June 14 - August 23
Movie Night, June 8, July 13 and August 10
Friday on the Green, June 11
Fishing Derby, June 12
Virtual Park District’s Short Run on a Long Day 5K,
June 16
Concerts on the Green, Sundays June 20 - August
29

Visit www.frankfortil.org for event information and updates

F.A.T.H.E.R.S.

HAPPY FATHER’S
DAY

“F” aithful
“A” lways there
“T” rustworthy
“H” onoring
“E” ver-loving
“R” ighteous
“S” upportive
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CDC Safety Guidelines

2021

UPDATED 5/20/21
In response to new CDC and Illinois guidelines, the St. Peter’s Council has revised our Covid-19
protocol:
 If are feeling ill please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel, our website (stpetersfrankfort.org), and our
Facebook page.
 Masks are optional for fully vaccinated members and friends attending Sunday worship
services. If you still feel the need to wear a mask, please do so.
 Those who have not been vaccinated are expected to continue wearing a mask.
 Temperatures will no longer be taken.
 Social distancing will no longer be enforced.
 The max attendance has been increased to 75 people.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service, please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 Softly singing and congregational prayers/responses will be permitted.
 There will be no choir. Special music may be provided by string instrumentalists.
 Congregational communion will resume the second Sunday of June. All other months will be
the first Sunday as usual.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
As always, this new policy is subject to change if needed. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Sunday, June 20, is the 25th anniversary of
Pastor Mark’s ordination.
Please join us in church as we commemorate
this special occasion.
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUMMER/FALL BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a summer/fall book club. The book
will be read during the summer while you’re sitting on the beach,
around the pool, while taking a long, relaxing bath….wherever your
heart desires.
Then on Sunday, September 19th, following worship service (and few
moments at “Coffee And…” ), we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts
about this book. Currently that meeting is scheduled to be held in the
Friendship Room but we’ll have to wait and see where due to the
current health conditions.
The book chosen to be read is Forever Friends by Lynne Hinton, the third in the Hope Springs series.
Following is a summary/introduction to the book:
Come back to Hope Springs, where friendships last a lifetime! The women of Hope Springs Community Church have
weathered some pretty fierce storms. Now their friendships are tested again when one of their own is leaving. Join
Louise, Jessie, Charlotte, Beatrice, and Margaret for a farewell that Hope Springs will never forget.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in slightlyused condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-4693788) and let them know that you would like one by June 14th and we will get it to you ASAP so you
can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book about life, loss, love, and enduring
friendships.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday, September 19th.
for June Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Peanut Butter,
Jelly,
Granola Bars,
Boxes of Raisins

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
June Ushers:

David Dutro, Chip Krusemark

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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Birthday Greetings:
6/2

Aidan Lattz

6/3

Ken Capps

6/4
6/5
6/10
6/11

Wedding Anniversaries:
6/6/1959

George & Delores Kratzenberg

6/6/2013

Jossh & Cheryl Miller

Conor McGarry
Brenda Sparenberg

6/10/1967

Robert & Patricia Allen

6/10/1995

David Kandow & Sherri Bracken

Clarence Carlson
Christine Cleveland

6/11/1977

Wayne & Charlene Stewart

6/22/1968

James & Sandra Donovan

Lisa Hellriegel
Rachael Muenchow

6/22/1968

Roger & Barbara Rainford

6/29/1975

Audrey & Carl Yoshioka

Mark Eaton
Jill Hossbach

6/29/1991

William & Amy Goldsmith

6/30/1984

James & Cheryl Ber

6/12

Ken Hawke

6/17

Courtney Stillman-Brown

6/18

Keith Schram
Violet Yehnert

6/19

Elana Pomes

6/20

Cristine Delgau

6/21

Jill Bishop

6/22

Elizabeth Ber

6/23

Diane Creer
Nancy Kooyenga

6/25

Tyler Bettenhausen
Alexander Lucas
John Scaletta

6/26

Marilyn Knater

6/27

Nancy Tewes-Srednicki

6/28

Gail Roy

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO.
They have helped us set up receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s
like having your own “Donate Now”
button! You have always been able to set
up automatic withdrawals from a checking
or savings account. This option will still
continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!
Congratulations to Jason & Shannon Kimsey
on the birth of their daughter Willa Estelle.
Happy siblings are Lyla & Shea, proud
grandparents are Sheri Kimsey, Bob & Erin
Hearne.
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson,
Margaret DeLaughter, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Janet Elitzer,
Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Alice Janssen, Lindsay
Johnson & Family, Larry Nice, Bernie Proudfoot, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore
Stewart, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Marcella Tewes, The
Trevarthan Family, Jerry Warning. Also, all service
personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin Rutolo,
Major Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major
Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler.
All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Good afternoon! Well amazing as it seems, we made it
through the school year during a pandemic!! Thank you to all
our families for supporting us and your children through this
school year. Working together to create a safe learning
environment was beneficial to the 90 little ones we educated
each week.
We hope everyone has a wonderful summer-- and to those
returning in September, look for emails to begin mid-June
with information about the 2021-22 school year. For those
who are moving on, best of luck to your family!
Sincerely,
Mrs. B
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4’s Teacher
St. Peter’s Preschool
www.stpeters-preschool.com

I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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27

28

Council Meeting
7pm

Worship 9:30am
Father’s Day

25th Anniversary of Pastor
Mark’s Ordination

21

14

20

Baptism after Worship

Worship 9:30am
Communion
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Pastor Mark Off

T
3

H U

30

KEY Articles DUE

23

Membership/Evangelism
Meeting 7pm

Norma Schneider
Private Memorial Service
11am
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24
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Missions & Memorials
Meeting 7pm
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Worship 9:30am
Rev. Norwalk
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PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
optional for those who are
vaccinated.
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
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64th Anniversary of the
United Church of Christ
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Council Reports DUE
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David Dutro
Chip Krusemark

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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June at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE OPTIONAL FOR THOSE WHO ARE VACCINATED.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
June 6

9:30 am

Worship, Rev. Norwalk

June 7

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

June 9

12:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

June 13

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

June 16

11:00 am
7:00 pm

Norma Schneider Memorial Service
Membership/Evangelism Meeting

June 18

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

June 20

9:30 am
All Day

Worship

All Day

Father’s Day

June 21

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

June 23

9:00 am

Key Articles DUE

June 25

All Day

HAPPY 64TH ANNIVERSARY UCC

June 27

9:30 am

Worship

Pastor Mark’s 25th Anniversary
of Ordination
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