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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the one who endured the agony of the
cross so that we may know true life. Do you remember back when you were in school and your
English teacher gave a writing assignment where all you had to do was write three or four
paragraphs on any subject you wished? For some of us it is a painful memory that can still bring on
waves of anxiety and cold sweats. You would go home that afternoon and sit at the desk in your
bedroom, or maybe the dining room table, and just stare at a blank piece of paper for what seemed
like hours. Your mind would go utterly blank and any semblance of creativity or imagination you may
have would completely desert you. As your deadline quickly approached, which was usually bedtime,
your hands would go clammy, beads of sweat would drip off your nose and your eyes would refuse to
focus. You just knew that you were a miserable failure and any chance of getting accepted into
college was dashed beyond repair. Remember?
Well, that is how this month's letter has gone. I have started and restarted it dozens of times. I have
struggled to wax prophetic profundities that would move the reader to experience God in a way they
never thought imaginable. I wanted to express deep theological truths answering questions that
heretofore had been unanswerable. You see, being in a doctoral program can do that to you. I read
texts by such eloquent and learned authors and experts and sometimes I feel the only way to convey
my ideas is to write the same way. Finally, after many drafts and failures I did was what I should have
done from the beginning; ask God for help. It was truly a moving experience so I thought I would
share it with you:
Mark: Dear Creator of all that is, Redeemer of all that is, Sustainer ...
GOD: OK Mark, a simple "Hello God" will do. What's up?
Mark: God, I have been trying for days searching for a way to share your word with my
congregation and I don't seem capable of doing it.
GOD: Well, let me begin by reminding you, once again, that it is MY
CONGREGATION, not yours. You are just working with them for me.
Mark: I know, I know, you're always so picky about that.
GOD: That's because you keep forgetting it. You would do a much better job as a
pastor if you'd remember that one little point.
Mark: O.K. I'll work on it; now could we just get back to my problem. I am already late with
this article and Wendy is really going to be mad.
GOD: Don't worry about Wendy, she is a forgiving soul; you should know this already
with all the times you've missed the Key deadline.
Mark: Boy, are you in a mood
GOD: I'm sorry, I’ve just been so irritable lately watching how badly humanity is
treating each other and my wondrous creation. I am beginning to wonder if you all will
ever learn.
Mark: I don't mean to be rude, but my problem - deadline, no ideas, no letter!
GOD: Let's start out easy; what do you want to tell them this month?
Mark: Well, I thought that it's been a while since I told them I love them.
GOD: That's good!!! So, what's the problem?
Mark: Well, I can't seem to find the right words.
GOD: Well, I've always found the direct approach is always best.
Mark: What do you mean?
GOD: Look at your Bible: Eden, Rainbows, Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and of
course don’t forget Jesus.
Mark: If I've read the stories correctly, hasn't humanity rejected each of those "love gifts?"
GOD: Well, yes, but that's not the point. I created and sent these gifts to say I love
humanity, it didn't matter that they didn't always appreciate the gifts, I still loved
humanity and I still do.
(cont.)
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan, cont.
Mark: I see. So, you let people know that you love them and that's all you can do. So, I
should just tell the people of St. Peter’s that I love them, no matter what.
GOD: By George, he's got it, I think he's got it.
Mark: Thanks for the guidance God, I should have come to you in the first place.
GOD: Yes you should have, you know I'm always there for you. You need to let the
people of St. Peter’s know that you'll always be there for them.
Mark: O.K. Hey God, it's been a while since I've told you - I love you.
GOD: I know, Mark, I know.

I confess that there are times when I get so frustrated and angry, times when I wish I were a pig farmer.
(Ask me about it sometime.) Times I feel as though I am totally out of touch with the congregation.
Times when I feel the congregation would benefit from a new voice. But then I hear the still quiet voice
of God say, "Mark, knock it off! You think you're a tasty bit of chocolate that appeals to everyone? You
think there aren't times when you drive them at least as crazy as you get? You are all together for one
reason, I have called you together to be a family of believers to share the Gospel message through
your words and deeds; to share your blessings and be a blessing to all. You know the people love you
as much as you love them, so quit complaining, be a family and get to ministering."
I look forward to many years of faithful ministry with the people of St.
Peter’s United Church of Christ. We have not and will not always
agree; but we will always love each other. I do love you, all of you.

MARK…

Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark

From Your Council President, Darrell Stephen
So . . . just when I was looking towards the end of my stint on the council, a resignation of
a council member resulted in a one-year term becoming open. After much “gentle” persuasion
from my wife and several other members, I agreed to fill that one-year term. The next step that
came for me was accepting the presidency of the council for this year.
I would like to thank those members of the council who are leaving at this time: Becky
Cleveland, Jim Hellrung, Rick Johnson, and David Vanderlaan. I also am looking forward to
welcoming the new council members: David Dutro, Judy Hageman, Chip Krusemark, and Helen
Simpkins. I anticipate great things by working with all these wonderful people who have
committed themselves and their time to doing the business of St. Peter’s.
Since March 2020, we have experienced something like never before (and hopefully never
again) with the Covid-19 pandemic. So far, St. Peter’s has weathered this storm fairly well. So,
where do we go from here? I hope to start seeing more and more of our members returning to
worship in-person as they feel comfortable with it. As more of us start getting vaccinated and we
are willing to venture out more, hopefully our attendance will start increasing. We are still asking
that everyone continue to wear a mask as you enter the building until you exit at the conclusion of
the service. We continue to practice social distancing but our sanctuary is large enough to allow
for more of you to join us each Sunday. We are now able to sing hymns softly and have
responsive readings and prayers.
(cont.)
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From Your Council President, Darrell Stephen, cont.

Our ministries are all up and running, doing what they do best for St. Peter’s.
Now would be a great time for you to look into joining one of these ministries and become more active in the life of the church. I am looking forward to a good year for St.
Peter’s. If, at any time, you have questions or comments, please feel to contact me.
Yours in Christ,
Darrell Stephen
EASTER FLOWERS
St. Peter’s Church is, once again, offering the congregation the opportunity to purchase
Easter flowers through the church.
The plants will be available at a cost of $8.00 per plant. The flowers will be delivered to the
church in time for Easter Sunday. You will be able to pick your flowers up after the Easter
worship service.
Please fill out the bottom of this sheet and return it to the church office, or place it in the
offering plate on or before March 19, 2021.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME______________________________________
PLANT TYPE:

# of Plants _____

(please circle one)
Lily

Total Cost @ $8.00 per plant

Tulip
$___________

Hyacinth
Check #_______

Make checks payable to St. Peter’s UCC
Message you would like printed in the bulletin Easter Sunday:

NOTE: masks are to be worn during
the entire service.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. Masks are required during the ENTIRE service.
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required during the entire service. Masks and gloves will be available if you
forget yours.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving as
an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a winter book club. The book club has been very popular
so, since we find ourselves stuck inside for a majority of the winter, it was suggested that we
add a winter reading as well.
Then, tentatively on Sunday, March 21st, following worship service and/or approximately at
10:30 a.m., we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts about this book. Currently that meeting is
scheduled to be held in Fellowship Hall but we’ll have to wait and see how & where we will
meet due to the current health situation. We may be required to meet via Zoom. Once it is
determined how & where we will meet, anyone who purchases the book will be notified.
The book chosen to be read is Garden of Faith by Lynne Hinton. This is a sequel to the summer book club
reading of Friendship Cake. Following is an introduction to the book:
Welcome back to Hope Springs! The Hope Springs Community Church Women’s Guild Cookbook
is finished, but the unique bond forged between five remarkable women is put to the test when nonnonsense Margaret Peele discovers she is ill. Filled with the mystery and wonder that make life
worthwhile, Garden of Faith will lift your spirits and warm your heart.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them
available in slightly-used condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) and let them know that you would like one
by January 30th and we will get it to you ASAP so you can begin reading this
heartwarming & reflective book.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday,
March 21st.
March Responsibilities
USHERS:

Rachael Muenchow, Bruce Wille

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

3/1

Dan Fleck

3/7/1981

Bruce & Jane Stone

3/3

Craig Schultz

3/21/1992

Scott & Denise Bettenhausen

3/31/2012

Eric & Annie Wilhelmi

3/7

Jason Kimsey

3/10

Pam Melnyk
Emmie Wieclaw

3/11

Angel Delgau

3/12

Roger Rainford

3/16

Mickey Boyd

3/17

Ayden Bettenhausen

3/18

Cari Clousing
Trisha Nystrom
Patricia Schroeder
Barbara Srncik
Sylvia Tewes

3/19

Lois DePorto
Steve Bennett

3/21

Kennedi Cleveland

3/22

Sandra Donovan

3/23

Cheryl Ber
Jimmy Ber

3/24

Marla Bettenhausen
Michael Hossbach
Brad White

3/25

Jim Wahl

3/26

Amy Goldsmith
Carol Heilstedt

3/27

Jackson Boldrey

3/29

Sherri Bracken

3/30

Hanna Clousing
Susan Jensen
John Nystrom

3/31

Alexa Goldsmith
Dustin Oltman

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now”
button! You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This option
will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your
envelope - just put a note on
the flap - online donation!

This Lenten season, beginning with
Ash Wednesday (February 17) we will
be sharing weekly worship services
each Wednesday. In an effort to keep
our members safe, these services will
be only online via St. Peter’s website
(stpetersfrankfort.org) and Facebook
page (St. Peters United Church of
Christ Frankfort). The topics for the services will be:
Gratitude, Compassion, Justice, Joy, Mercy, and
Forgiveness. I pray that these services help to enhance
your Lenten season.
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Margaret DeLaughter,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Sten Fleck, Lisa Hellriegel & Family,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore
Stewart, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Marcella Tewes. Also,
all service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com. It is
a place where i can stay in touch, share thoughts
and idea, and sometimes a little humor. I hope you
will take a look and tell me what you think. Be
Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Dear Church Council,
Thank you so much for remembering me at
Christmas with your generous monetary gift, I
really appreciated it.
These past 10 months of no singing has
been difficult for all of us and I look forward to
praising God in song by this fall.
Thanks again,
Shirley

March 2021
February has come and gone so quickly at
St. Peter's Preschool! The little ones
have learned some more ABC's & 123's,
as well as love and gratefulness. We
learned ways to show love and we shared
with our classmates who and what we
love!
Our kindness story centered around how
easy it is to show kindness to those around us. Each
class painted and decorated a wooden heart that was
given to Silver Cross Hospital. Families also donated
coloring books and crayons to give to patients.
Registration for the 2021-22 school year is just about
complete. We will be opening a third class of 4's
(currently we have two) to accommodate the needs of
the community. We have 8 openings left (3 in our fours
and 5 in our three's) -- all other classes are full!
Check out our Facebook page or website to see what we
are up to!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
www.stpeters-preschool.com

For March Missions &
Memorials is collecting:
Salad Dressing, Sugar,
Salt & Pepper

Dear Friends,
Many thanks for the birthday wishes you sent me.
Also the flowers and “goodies”. And, most of all the
birthday parade in the parking lot at Joshua Arms—It
gave me great joy to see you and your signs, ribbons
and balloons from my window. After you left, I shed a
few tears of joy—Thankful for my church ‘family’.
Thanks, too for your acts of kindness, shopping,
etc.
May God Bless you all for being my friends.
Sincerely,
Bernice Voss
Greetings …
I have enclosed an offering
check.
The landmark article in the
newspaper was great!
“Thanks” to Marcia.
Take care and stay safe!
Linda

Dear St. Peter’s Congregation,
Council & Pastor,
A big thanks to you!! We are
grateful for your generosity in
allowing SYSO to rehearse and
perform here!
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Worship 9:30am
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KEY Articles DUE

Worship 9:30am

29

Shepherd’s Table

28

Worship 9:30am
Confirmation

Women’s Fellowship Book
Club 10:30am
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Daylight Savings Time
“Spring Ahead”

M&M, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion

O N
1

8

M

7

PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
required during entire service.
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Lenten Worship
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Lenten Worship

Happy
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Day

On-Line
Lenten Worship

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Rachael Muenchow
Bruce Wille

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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March at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING EVERY SERVICE.
The Lenten Services are available on-line every Wednesday in March
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
3/5

All Day

World Day of Prayer

3/7

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Communion

3/8

7:00 pm

M&M Meeting

3/10

6:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

3/12

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

3/14

2:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

3/15

7:00 pm

3/17

All Day

3/19

9:00 am

3/21

9:30 am
10:30 am

3/22

9:00 am

3/28

9:30 am
10:30 am

“Spring Ahead” Daylight Savings Time Ends
Worship
Confirmation
Council Meeting
Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Easter Flower Orders DUE
Worship
Women’s Fellowship Book Club
KEY Articles DUE
Worship
Confirmation
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