St. Peter’s May KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
NOTE: masks are to be worn during
the entire service.
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, the Risen Christ Jesus, in whose name we gather to
worship and serve the Living God.
As I left the house to come over to the church today I was greeted by the wonderful scent of lilies
and hyacinths. I decided to take a few moments to walk around the house and the church to see if there
were other new flowers, buds, blossoms or signs of new life; I am glad I took the time. I was treated to
the sight of daffodils and irises in bloom, little purple and white ground cover flowers, trees covered with
pink and white blossoms, and fresh green buds adorning their branches. I saw nests alive with the
squirming and chirping of baby birds whose mothers protectively watched me walk by, making sure I did
not come too close to their precious eggs. I was serenaded by a symphony of melodious songs that
emanated from a chorus of different types of birds. I gazed across our property and saw the thick fresh
grass swaying in the breeze looking like waves rolling across the ocean. Even the bright yellow
dandelions, the most dreaded of all weeds, added a note of joy and whimsy to the pastoral scene as they
dotted the sea of green. What I experienced was the glorious season of spring in all its majesty and
splendor. This time of year is truly a gift from a loving God; a time of renewal and rebirth for all of God’s
creation, including us.
This is a time of year when people partake in that yearly ritual – SPRING CLEANING. It is the time
when the house is revitalized after having been sealed and shut up against the onslaught of a bitter
winter. Inside the house the windows and doors are opened widely so that the mustiness of winter can
be replaced by the freshness of spring. Floors are scrubbed, curtains are washed, shelves are dusted, and
porches are readied for relaxing. Outside the house, the dead leaves are removed from the flowerbeds so
the bulbs and seeds can sprout forth from the ground; weeds are pulled and disposed of (as they will be
all through spring, summer and fall); the long thick spring grass is cut; and people flock to nurseries to
purchase new flowers to be planted that will provide even more color and beauty to the yard.
As we participate in this cultural rite of passage that signifies the end of the dormant season of
winter and ushers in the season of renewal and rebirth, let us not stop with our houses and yards; let us
do a little spring cleaning within ourselves. I would encourage each of us to remove the dead leaves in
our lives that we have let accumulate that hinder our faith from blooming. We should all wash the
windows of our souls so that the light of God can shine in and through us. It would be a real blessing if we
would open ourselves to God’s Holy Spirit so that the mustiness of our sins could be blown away and
replaced by the pure cleansing breath of God’s Holy Spirit.
Each year God’s glorious creation of nature goes through a metamorphosis of renewal and
rebirth; we are a part of that creation. Let us, as individuals and a church, allow ourselves, through the
power of God’s Holy Spirit, to be renewed, revitalized and reborn. Also, let us take some time from our
busy lives to truly experience the wonder and beauty that is spring. It is a gift from our creating and
loving God, so appreciate it and give God thanks and praise.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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From Your Council President, Darrell Stephen
Can you believe it’s already May? My favorite time in May is Memorial Day. As a boy
growing up in Frankfort and still today as an adult, I’ve always found it especially moving to
attend the Memorial Day festivities that take place downtown to honor the veterans who are
no longer with us—some having been gone for nearly a century as well as those recently
departed.
A more recent Memorial Day activity that I enjoy is the displaying of flags from our
veterans that wave in celebration outside our magnificent church. So what exactly do you
know about the inception of Memorial Day? Originally called Decoration Day, General
John Logan called for a nationwide day of remembrance. The first Memorial Day/
Decoration Day took place on May 3,0, 1868. That’s well over 150 years ago.
But here’s another interesting fact. St. Peter’s already existed, having signed the
founding document on October 28, 1867! So, that makes St. Peter’s older than the
Memorial Day observance. While “we” have existed for almost 154 years, our current
church building was erected in 1915, with two additions in 1953 and 1967. This means that
our main church building is 106 years old and the additions are 68 and 54 years old!
As we all age & have aches and pains and have parts in need of repair, so does our
fabulous church facility. We have been in the process of completing a “physical exam” on
our aging structures. Deferred maintenance and longevity are starting to take a toll on our
beloved St. Peter’s. As a result, much work and repair will be needed to keep her in the
condition that we all know and love.
In order to preserve and maintain our historic church facilities, your help will be
needed! In the very near future, more information will be shared relating to these necessary
projects and funding proposals. Much ‘hands-on’ help will also be required. If you are
interested in helping with the numerous upcoming projects or to help support these repairs
financially, contact Darrell Stephen (815-469-4509), David Dutro (815-469-3788), or Bruce
Wille (630-770-2929).
Have a blessed and safe Memorial Day!!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell

for May Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Pet food, kitty litter &
Paper towels
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DAVID DUTRO
Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is David Dutro; I have been
member of St. Peter’s since I married my wife Cathleen in May of 1977. I
don’t normally like to talk about myself, but they said I should provide you
folks with a little background information, so here goes. I hold a B.S. degree in Industrial Education from Purdue
University, with a minor in Electronics Engineering Technology. Essentially, I’ve had two career paths in my life.
Primarily I worked as a component level electronics technician troubleshooting and repairing a wide variety of
electronics, instrumentation, and the like. I hold a General Class Supervising Electrician / Contractors license with
the City of Chicago. When I worked for Video-Master I was heavily involved in system design, integration, and project
management. With regard to my second career, it was my privilege to serve for thirty-two years on the Frankfort Fire
Department as an Engineer, Officer, and Level Four Fire Science Instructor through the Illinois Fire Service Institute
and Joliet Junior College.
The first time I entered through the doors of this Church was on Christmas Eve in 1976, a little less than a
year before Cathy and I were married. It was lightly snowing, luminary candles lined the sidewalks leading to the
Church, and there were candles in each of the windows. When I entered the Sanctuary, it took my breath away.
When the lights dimmed, and the candles were lit, Silent Night was sung in German. I had to fight back tears, to this
day each and every Christmas I still do. St. Peter’s is my home, each of you are a part of our family and we are here
for you as you are here for us. I pray for the day to come again when our church is filled to capacity.
Last , but not least, I previously served on the St. Peter’s Church Council from 2014 through 2016 and was
heavily involved in the facilities ministry. This January, I accepted a two-year term on council, and look forward to
helping restore and maintain our beautiful Church. In the past couple of years, as a congregation we have
accomplished much but there is still a long road ahead with much left to do. If we are to succeed, we desperately
need your time and talents. The last couple of years to say the least have been difficult, but I feel have united us as
one. Please continue pray for our Church, for Pastor Mark, and all of our church family. Last but not least pray for
the Council that we will lead the church in the direction God would have us go.

College/Vocational School Scholarships Now Available
The Youth & Family ministry, in conjunction with the Mission & Memorial ministry, is
offering scholarships to anyone attending a college or vocational school. This includes
newly graduating high school seniors and current college students who will be
continuing their education in the fall.
This scholarship program is only for members of St. Peter’s UCC. It will be limited to four annual
payments and parents’ financial situation is NOT a criterion in awarding these scholarships.
Applications need to be completed and submitted by June 1, 2021. Scholarship checks will be issued
directly to each applicant around July 1st. Re-application is required each year a scholarship is
desired. As these are scholarships, repayment is not required.
Applications can be obtained by calling the church office (815-469-2220) or contacting Jennifer
Stephen (815-469-4509).
VISITING PASTOR COMES TO ST. PETER’S
Pastor Mark Milligan will be on vacation May 10th through May 16th. On Sunday, May 16th, we are
pleased to have Rev. Dr. Larry McClellan lead us in worship. Here is a brief introduction to him:
“Following his graduate work at the University of Chicago, Dr. Larry McClellan helped start
Governors State University in 1970 and is now Emeritus Professor. Over the years he has
preached in the region south of Chicago and served as Pastor in Presbyterian, Disciples of
Christ and UCC congregations. He has completed three books on the Underground Railroad
and is currently at work on two manuscripts on the history of the south suburban region.”
We are looking forward to welcoming Dr. Larry McClellan to St. Peter’s on May 16 th.
During Pastor Mark’s vacation, Pastor Rocky from St. John’s UCC in Mokena will
handle any emergency that may arise during Pastor Mark’s absence.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. Masks are required during the ENTIRE service.
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required during the entire service. Masks and gloves will be available if you
forget yours.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 Softly singing and congregational prayers/responses will be permitted. There will be a
liturgist to represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by
serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you
are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUMMER/FALL BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a summer/fall book club. The book
will be read during the summer while you’re sitting on the beach,
around the pool, while taking a long, relaxing bath….wherever your
heart desires.
Then on Sunday, September 19th, following worship service (and few
moments at “Coffee And…” ), we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts
about this book. Currently that meeting is scheduled to be held in the
Friendship Room but we’ll have to wait and see where due to the
current health conditions.
The book chosen to be read is Forever Friends by Lynne Hinton, the third in the Hope Springs series.
Following is a summary/introduction to the book:
Come back to Hope Springs, where friendships last a lifetime! The women of Hope Springs Community Church have
weathered some pretty fierce storms. Now their friendships are tested again when one of their own is leaving. Join
Louise, Jessie, Charlotte, Beatrice, and Margaret for a farewell that Hope Springs will never forget.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in slightlyused condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-4693788) and let them know that you would like one by June 14th and we will get it to you ASAP so you
can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book about life, loss, love, and enduring
friendships.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday, September 19th.

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
May Ushers: David Dutro, Dianne Schultz

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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Birthday Greetings:
5/2

Lori Krusemark

5/3

Edward Tewes

5/4

Wedding Anniversaries:
5/16/1987

Ernie & Kellee Rohr

5/21/1977

David & Cathleen Dutro

Cory Brown

5/24/1997

John & Shannon Edmondson

5/5

Laura Pomes

5/27/2005

Terry & Corrie Lee

5/6

William Goldsmith

5/7

David VanderLaan

Flying of the Flags on Memorial Day

5/8

Jack Lucas
Marcella Tewes

5/9

Dennis Cleveland
Jim Rinke

5/12

Jack Reed
Ernie Rohr

5/15

James Hellrung
Nicholas Basham

5/16

Brandon Warning

What a beautiful sight to see!
The flying of the flags in memory of our
deceased veterans of St. Peter’s U.C.C., is back this year!
If you have a flag of a deceased veteran of St.
Peter’s U.C.C. and you would like to share it to be flown,
please bring the flag to the church office by May 28,
2021. Remember to include your name and the name
of the deceased member of St. Peter’s.
We also need helpers on Memorial Day to place
the flags. We meet in front of St. Peter’s at 8:00 am. We
meet again that evening to remove and fold the flags.
It is truly a beautiful sight to see!!!

5/17

Sydney Brown
Tom Shapiro

5/18

Bill Doogan

5/19

Rebecca Cleveland
Robert Pomes

5/20

Ryan Fleck

5/22

Donna Ellis

5/23

Ryann Olson

5/25

Kaylee Mark

5/26

Cathy Hyman
Caryn Reinholtz

5/27

Charlotte Tewes

5/29

Veronica Miller
Michelle Schultz

Any questions, please contact Dianne Schultz at
815-469-9036.

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide
additional ways members could contribute
to the missions of St. Peter’s and general
giving, now during this epidemic and
overall. We investigated different options
and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO.
They have helped us set up receiving donations via a text
number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s like having your
own “Donate Now” button! You have always been able to
set up automatic withdrawals from a checking or savings
account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence & Beverly Carlson, Margaret
DeLaughter, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel &
Family, Alice Janssen, The Johnson Family, Bernie
Proudfoot, Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee
Smith, Eleanore Stewart, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes,
Marcella Tewes, The Trevarthan Family, Jerry Warning.
Also, all service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock,
Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi
Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt.
John Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.
Thank God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

May 2021
St. Peter's Preschoolers spent the month of
April growing and learning! As teachers we
are seeing how much they have grown not
only in inches, but also with their learning,
socialization, and motor skills. The 2's
explored farm animals, the 3's learned "The
Muffin Man" nursery rhyme, and the 4's
dove into the ocean to learn about the
animals they found! All the classes enjoyed
being able to spend time outside on the play area and take
a walk to see the signs of spring!
We are looking forward to celebrating our moms and dads
in May as well as having our Spring Celebrations to end the
school year.

ST. PETER’S OUTDOOR WORK DAY!
MAY 22ND @ 9:00 AM
Mark your calendars for May 22nd for our St.
Peter’s Outdoor Work Day! Spring is here and
the grounds need everyone’s help. The Garden Ministry
team will have already been at work in each of their
assigned areas, but there is so much more to be done.
There are jobs for young and old, so everyone is invited.
Here is a list of some of the things that need to be
addressed.







Trimming bushes
Picking up sticks throughout the grounds
Power washing the balcony
Weeding!!!!
Planting new perennials
Spreading mulch

These are just a few of the jobs to be addressed. As you
can see, it will take many hands to
accomplish this. And working together on
our beautiful grounds will be a wonderful
way for all who participate to enjoy the
fellowship of working together.
So gather up your gardening tools, and plan to join us on
May 22nd at 9:00 am. We will meet in the east parking lot,
and from there you can choose which tasks you would like
to work on. Please bring a mask in case you will be working
closely alongside others. Water will be
provided.
God has blessed us with this glorious
world. Let’s all say thank you to him by
keeping our grounds beautiful.
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Preschool Fellowship Hall
7am - 1pm

Worship 9:30am
Mother’s Day

30

Worship 9:30am
Pentecost Sunday
Confirmation

23

Shepherd’s Table

Memorial Day
Flags 8am

31

Preschool Fellowship Hall
7am - 1pm

KEY Articles DUE

24

Council Meeting
7pm

Worship 9:30am
Rev. Dr. Larry McClellan

Pastor Mark Off

17

16

Pastor Mark Vacation
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Preschool Fellowship Hall
7am-1pm

M&M, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion
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PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
required during entire service.
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Membership Meeting 7pm

19

Worship/Music Meeting
6pm
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Preschool Fellowship Hall
7am - 1pm

T

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Council Reports DUE
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Church Outdoor
Clean-up Day
9am
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Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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May at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING EVERY SERVICE.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

5/2

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

5/3

7:00 am

Missions & Memorials Meeting

5/9

All Day
9:30 am

Happy Mother’s Day
Worship

5/12

6:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

5/14

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

5/16

9:30 am

Worship, Rev. Dr. Larry McClellan

5/17

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

5/19

7:00 pm

Membership Meeting

5/22

9:00 am

Church Clean Up Day

5/23

9:30 am

Worship, Confirmation
Pentecost Sunday

5/24

9:00 am

KEY Reports DUE

5/31

8:00 am

Memorial Flag Set-up in front
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