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“God Is Still Speaking”
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

November 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The hot, muggy currents of summer air are a fading memory, being replaced by the chilly, biting winds
of autumn. The light and airy clothes of summer are being packed away to make room for the warm
jeans and fleecy sweatshirts of fall. The myriad of shades and hues of green that are a part of summer
are giving way to the splendor of the oranges, reds, and browns that comprise the majestic palette of
fall. It is a time when the fruits of the earth have been harvested and safely stored in preparation for
the long, cool winter days which loom ever so close. This is a time of year when we reflect and give
thanks for the many blessings which have been part of our lives this past year. We have even created
a day set aside for just this purpose.
On Thanksgiving Day, we gather to raise our hearts and voices to God in praise and thanks for the
myriad blessings bestowed upon us. For some of us this is an easy task, for our lives have been filled
with a multitude of blessings. Unfortunately, for many of our sisters and brothers it is not so easy. Their
lives have been invaded by pains and sorrows that we can not imagine: the death of loved ones, the
loss of employment, illness, loneliness, bitterness, isolation, a sense of hopelessness and futility.
These people see no blessings in their lives, nor any hope for the future. They cry out to God yet feel
forgotten and abandoned. For them Thanksgiving Day is just another day to fall deeper and deeper
into the abyss of despair. They feel separated from God because they believe God has not reached
out to them in their time of need; they feel that God has forgotten them. The painful truth is that God
hasn't forgotten them, we have.
God created a world where there is enough of everything so that none of God's children need want.
There is more than enough food and raw materials for housing and clothing so that no one need be
hungry, naked or without shelter. The gifts and blessings of God are given as a trust so that all may
share in the bounty and goodness of God's love, and the only way this can happen is if we all share.
God created humanity to live in covenant with God and each other. We are called to reach out to all
and share whatever is needed. The Bible is a veritable cornucopia of stories about sharing and
hospitality. Jesus tells a plethora of stories and parables which call us as listeners to provide for our
sisters and brothers. Jesus also shared stories about the consequences of hoarding the blessings
received from God.
What is essential for us to realize is that we are called to share not just our material blessings, but also
ourselves. We are called to share our love, support, respect, forgiveness, compassion, and God's Holy
Spirit with all whom we come in contact, especially those in need. Sometimes all one may need is a
smile to let them know that someone recognizes them as a person. Maybe, all they need is a hug so
that they know somebody cares. It might be that a kind word of encouragement is all they need to go
one more day. What we need to remember is that God has no face to smile but our face; God has no
arms to hug but our arms; God has no voice but our voice. For many, God will come to them through
us; we are called to be the gift and blessing of God for them.
As we gather with family and friends this season of Thanksgiving let us first remember to thank God
for all with which we have been blessed. Then, let us look for ways that we may share our blessings
and ourselves with those in need. May God continue to pour out God's bounty and blessings upon the
people of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, and may we be mindful that
the blessings we receive are given in trust from God. May we have the
courage and faithfulness to use these blessings in a manner which shares
God's love with all God's creation.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen
During the month of November, it is customary to stop and think about the things for which we are
thankful. I certainly don’t want to disappoint you.
Living in the communities that we do, it is very easy for us to look around and see so many things that
we should be thankful for. It seems that we have just about everything we need within minutes of our
location. Even though it sometimes doesn’t seem like it, we all need to be thankful for our health and
those who take care of our health. At this time of year, it’s important for us to be thankful for all our
farmers and their helpers. The number of hours that they spend in the fields, fighting the weather,
often goes unappreciated.
Here at St. Peter’s, we need to be thankful for our forefathers who had the foresight to be able to
build such a beautiful building in which we have the honor to worship every week. It’s important that
we continue to care for our church buildings so those coming after us can enjoy them as we have. In
the very near future, a lot of work will take place on our sanctuary, both inside and out. This work was
approved at the September 26, 2021 special congregational meeting. As was previously stated, if you
would like to contribute financially towards these repairs and restorations, please make sure “Facilities
Projects” is noted in the memo area on your check.
Lastly, I ask that you try to attend the congregational meeting which will be held immediately
following worship on Sunday, November 14th. We will be voting on the
approval of the proposed Faith and Mission Statement (previously
known as The Budget). A great number of people have spent a great
amount of time to prepare this document that plays an important part in
the life of St. Peter’s. The Faith & Mission Statement will be available to
you starting Sunday, October 31st. Hope to see you there.
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
BEAUTIFUL 2022 ST. PETER’S WALL CALENDARS AVAILABLE
WOULDN’T YOU LOVE A NICE WALL CALENDAR FULL OF BEAUTIFUL
PICTURES FROM YOUR BELOVED ST. PETER’S? LAST YEAR AND THIS YEAR
AGAIN, MISSIONS & MEMORIALS MINISTRY WILL BE GIVING THESE TO OUR
SHUT-INS AND ANYONE AGE 80 OR OVER. BUT IF YOU ARE NOT ONE OF
THESE LUCKY PEOPLE, THESE BREATHTAKING CALENDARS ARE AVAILABLE
TO ORDER FOR A MERE $10 DONATION. COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM
BELOW AND PLACE IN OFFERING PLATE OR DROP OFF/MAIL IN TO THE
OFFICE. ON YOUR CHECK, PLEASE NOTE IN THE CORNER THAT THIS IS FOR
CALENDAR(S). ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SUNDAY, 11/14/2021.
QUESTIONS? FEEL FREE TO CONTACT DIANNE SCHULTZ,
BECKY CLEVELAND, OR SYLVIA TEWES.
NAME: ________________________________________________________________
PHONE #: _____________________________________________________________
NUMBER OF CALENDARS ORDERING: ___________________________________
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a winter book club. The book
will be read during the depths of winter while you’re sitting in
front of a fire, sipping some hot chocolate, possibly while you’re
in a relaxing bath….wherever your heart desires.
Then on a Sunday in February (watch upcoming KEY and
bulletins for the exact date), following worship service and few
moments at “Coffee And…”, we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts
about this book. Currently that meeting is scheduled to be held
in the Friendship Room but we’ll have to wait and see based on
the mitigations in place at that time.
The book chosen to be read is Christmas Cake by Lynne Hinton, the fourth in the Hope
Springs series. Following is a summary/introduction to the book:
Come back to Hope Springs, for a tasty holiday treat. Margaret’s cancer has returned, and all she wants for
Christmas is to take a trip out West to relive family memories and visit her dear friend Charlotte. So her
Hope Springs Church friends gather together to make sure the trip goes off without a hitch. And over the
course of a remarkable journey they discover the greatest Christmas gift of all: eternal friendship.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in
slightly-used condition for $6.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy
Dutro (815-469-3788) by January 9th and let them know that you would like one and we
will get it to you ASAP so you can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book about
life, loss, love, and enduring friendships.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you in February!

FISH Christmas Giving Tree
We will again have the opportunity to
purchase gift cards from Meijer and
Walmart for FISH families and Trinity
members. You can pick up your FISH on
Sunday, November 7 and November
14th. Gift cards are due Sunday,
November 28. Any questions, please
contact Dianne Schultz at 815-469-9036.
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A few week ago, we read from Psalm 111 where the psalmist exhorts us to be in awe of
the splendor and majesty of God. As a way of helping us be ever mindful of the
awesomeness of God, I asked that for the next three months people take a picture
whenever they see something that exhibits God’s awesomeness for them. I would ask all
of you to do the same thing, then send it to me. No explanation, just the picture. I will
take all the photos I receive to create a presentation to be shared during
the worship service the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving. Please let me
know if you have any questions.
Pastor Mark
LET’S MAKE
LAP BLANKETS!!

We learned at the congregational meeting
that our church HVAC system needs to be
replaced due to a crack in the heat
exchanger. The cost to replace this system
is $40,000, which is not included in the St.
Peter’s Restoration Project. We need your
help to raise the $40,000. Please consider
making a donation to the FIX THE FURNACE
FUND! Please notate Furnace Fund on your
checks. Thank you so much for your
donations!

Women’s Fellowship is having
a get-together on Tuesday,
November 9th from
6:30 – 08:00 PM in the
Friendship room. We have
been asked to assist in making
lap blankets for area hospice
patients. We will be making no
-sew, knotted fleece lap
blankets. Hospice patients are
often chilly so a blanket to
cover their laps while sitting in
chairs is a simple way we can
show them the love of God.
Please plan on joining us as
we work together to help
others.

* There will be a thermometer in the narthex
marking our progress towards our goal of
$40,000.
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EXCITING UPCOMING WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
EVENTS**
FALL/WINTER 2021

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH @ 6:30 PM
MAKING LAP BLANKETS FOR HOSPICE PATIENTS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH @ 6:30 PM
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
**PURSUANT TO COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE ON DATE OF ACTIVITY

October has been a great month at St. Peter’s
Preschool! There has been quite a bit of
excitement as we have been waiting and waiting
for Halloween! The hallways and classrooms have
been filled with holiday spirit with pumpkins and
bats; ghosts and witches!
For our kindness project, we listened to the story
“Before You Were Mine” about a dog who had
been in an animal shelter and adopted by a family.
We made special frames for PAWS that we
donated along with family donations from the PAWS wishlist.
We are looking forward to reminding ourselves about all the
wonderful things we have to be thankful for during November!

Thank you to everyone
who sent me cards, called
and texted and wished me
well. It is very much
appreciated.
Sincerely,
Karen DePorto

Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
www.stpeters-preschool.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
2021 CONFIRMANDS!
BACK ROW:
Will Deady, Hanna Clousing,
Pastor Mark
MIDDLE ROW:
George Dalen, Josh Dalen,
Ryann Olson,
FRONT ROW:
Madi Gaines, Michelle Nagy,
Payton Lee, Maddie Hellrung
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11/10/1979

Dennis & Rebecca Cleveland

11/13/1999

Grant & Mary Beth Deady

Beth Enskat
A.J. Krusemark

11/23/1975

Bill & Marla Krippel

11/23/2008

Matt & Nancy Srednicki

11/8

Lois Cranfill

11/26/1983

Rose & Ken Carlson

11/9

Keith McLean

11/5

Patricia Allen

11/7

11/10 Darren Lattz
11/11 Phillip Hess, Jr.
Scott Klier
Sandra Robinson
11/13 Paul Dalen
11/14 Alexa Goldsmith
11/15 Charlotte Pfuhl
11/16 Vincent Bourke
Cheryl Miller
11/17 Robert Schultz
Sarah Oltman
11/18 Madison Cummins
Cheryl Howard
11/19 Arthur Frank
11/23 Emily Perish
Allyn Krusemark-Reed
11/25 Teri Schram
11/26 Erik Lynch
Alexis Meyer
Audrey Yoshioka
11/29 Cressa Perish
Wendy Rinke
Terry White

Musings by Eleanore …
“People who try to whittle you down are only
trying to reduce you to their level.”

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional
ways members could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and have
implemented online giving!
We are using a company called
VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text
number (Give by Text number: 833623-0447) , a phone app GivePlus),
and soon - on our website . It’s like
having your own “Donate Now”
button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This
option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in
the plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope
- just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Karen
DePorto, River Enskat-Costeaf, Cathy Hyman, Alice
Janssen, Larry Nice, Helen Rachford, Ernie Rohr, John
Schneider, Marcella Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank God
for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

November Ushers:

Judy Hageman, Bruce Wille
for November
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Items for the
Thanksgiving table,
along with canned
vegetables; green beans,
cream corn, etc

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
We are working to find the
most efficient ways of staying
in contact with the members
and friends of St. Peter’s
UCC, especially during these
turbulent times when
situations can change in a matter of hours.
We are working to update our records so that
we can get any needed information to you as
quickly as possible. With this in mind, we are
asking that you contact the church (815-4692220 or stpetersfrankfort@
gmail.com) with your email address and cell
phone number. If you do not have a
computer or cell phone, please let us know the
best way to be in contact with you by telling
us what phone number to use as we establish
a phone chain. It is essential that we have the
correct contact information so that you can
be notified of any important events or
developments in the life our church.
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Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Family Harvest Sunday

SYSO 1-5:30pm

Worship 9:30am
Advent #1

28

SYSO 1-5:30pm
29

KEY Articles DUE

Worship 9:30am

SYSO Concert 12-4
Sanctuary

22

21

SYSO 1-5:30pm

Congregational Meeting
10:30am

15

8

M&M Meeting 7pm

M

14

SYSO 1-5:30pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion

7
Daylight Savings Time Ends

S

Masks are required during
worship. Thank You.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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E D

24

Preschool Thanksgiving
Feast-Fellowship Hall

Choir 7pm

17

18

11

4

H U

25
Office Closed

Membership & Evangelism
Meeting 6:30pm

Preschool Thanksgiving
Feast-Fellowship Hall

T

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.

30

23

16

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

Choir 7pm

Women’s Fellowship
Lap Blankets 6:30pm

Choir 7pm

W

10

2

U E

9

T

12

5

R I

Office Closed

26

19

Council Reports DUE

F

2021

20

13

6

A T

27

Lisa Tannenbaum
Harp Concert 7pm

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

S

Judy Hageman
Bruce Wille

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

November

November at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING WORSHIP.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
11.1

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

11.3

7:00 pm

Choir

11.7

2:00 am
9:30 am

Daylight Savings Time ends
Worship, Communion

11.9

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Lap Blankets

11.10 6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir

11.12 9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

11.14 9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, Family Harvest Sunday
Congregational Meeting

11.15 7:00 pm

Council Meeting

11.17 7:00 pm

Choir

11.18 6:30 pm

Membership & Evangelism Meeting

11.20 8:00 am
7:00 pm

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe
Harp Concert, Lisa Tannenbaum

11.21 9:30 am
12:00 pm

Worship
Suburban Youth Symphony Orchestra Concert

11.22 9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

11.25 All Day

Happy Thanksgiving, Office Closed

11.26 All Day

Office Closed

11.29 9:30 am

Worship, First Week of advent
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