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In the Life of Our Congregation … from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One whose glorious resurrection brought an end to the sting of death by
offering us the promise of eternal life.
This month we celebrate that day and event upon which our faith is based. Of course I am referring to
Easter Sunday and the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is a special time of year
when we find signs all around us that we associate with the resurrection. We look at the flowers that
have begun to spring forth from the soil. Our first Easter in Frankfort we were so amazed because the
tulips and daffodils had already blossomed, adding their magnificent colors to the holy day. We look at
the trees and see the bright green buds on the branches holding the promises of fresh fruit and cool
summer shade. The grass under our feet is becoming lush and long; soon the air will be filled with that
sweet smell of a newly mowed lawn. As we look out windows we will soon see the sign that is most
associated with Easter, the symbol that adorns banners and stoles throughout
Christendom on Easter morn- the butterfly. Each year we share the story of the
butterfly's metamorphosis from an ugly caterpillar to a beautiful butterfly. We make
the comparison of the butterfly's time in the cocoon with that of Jesus in the tomb. It
makes for a stirring image to peak the imagination of the listener.
All these similes may help us to attempt to explain resurrection, while in fact they are all missing the
core element that makes the resurrection the world and history-shattering event that it is. Unlike the
examples cited previously, Jesus was actually dead. He was not taken off the cross merely in a state of
hibernation awaiting the ringing of an instinctual clock to awaken him from a deep slumber. He was
placed in the tomb after he had suffered a humiliating, tortuous, and excruciating death. Try as we
might, there can be no resurrection without death; there can be no Easter without Good Friday.
In our United Church of Christ statement of faith, we profess "... to accept the cost and joy of
discipleship...to proclaim the gospel to all the world..." The gospel that we proclaim would be hollow
and meaningless if it did not include the message of the cross. It would be to ignore that discipleship
has a cost, as well as many joys. The cost is a willingness to forsake the accepted norms of the
prevailing culture for the ways of God. It is realizing that what you are called to do and how you are
called to live may be seen as absurd by those around you who have not made the commitment to live
as a disciple of the Risen Christ. It is a willingness to serve, comfort and nurture all of God's children
who are in need; to embody and live the parable of the Good Samaritan, no matter what the sacrifice
may be. It is to die to the ways of the world so that we may share in Christ's resurrection.
As we celebrate the glorious season of Easter let us remember the price that was paid so that we may
know true life. Let us not gloss over the events of Holy Week, especially the pain and sorrow of Good
Friday so that we might revel in the joy of Easter. Let us remember the sacrifice that was made so that
we may live and live our lives in a manner that honors the One who died that we may live, and glorifies
the One who was, is, and always will be the Living God. Simply put, let us be Easter People! Let us
boldly proclaim, by our words and more importantly by our deeds, the miracle of our faith:
HALLELUJAH
CHRIST IS RISEN
CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED
THANKS BE TO GOD.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
2

April 2019
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A Message from Your Church Council President, Darrell Stephen
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT, DARRELL STEPHEN
It’s an exciting time here at St. Peter’s. There are many things happening and many
improvements that everyone needs to know about.
Over the past few months……
*St. Peter’s had wi-fi installed throughout the entire facility that allows all ministries to have
the opportunity to access to the vast resources available on the internet;
*A trial run of live streaming of our worship service took place on March 24. We have
applied for a grant so that we can purchase the needed equipment to continue to do the live
streaming. Here’s hoping we get approved for the grant;
*The 8-foot rectangle tables were replaced with 6-foot round ones in Fellowship Hall.
These new tables allow for better conversation & fellowship;
*We are working with the ComEd Green Team to replace all the bulbs in our facilities with
LED bulbs. So far, all the screw-in bulbs have been replaced with the exception of the
sanctuary. The outside flood and parking lot lights have been replaced and are doing a
great job of illuminating our beautiful church. Thus far, all this work has been done at a
ZERO cost to St. Peter’s; and
*Our landscaping is being worked on. During last summer’s work day, several of the large
evergreen bushes were removed and most recently, many other overgrown bushes were
removed to improve safety, lighting access and overall curb appeal.
This year, Easter is coming a little later on the calendar. We will be celebrating this great
day on Sunday, April 21st. Please join us for the Sunrise service at 07:00 followed by a
wonderful breakfast prepared by the Men’s Fellowship (with the help of a couple of the
ladies of the church). At the 9:30 Easter service, communion will be offered via trays being
passed throughout the pews. Let’s try to fill the pews to celebrate our risen Lord & Savior.
If you haven’t worshipped with us for a while, I can’t think of a better time to come & check
out what’s happening at St. Peter’s!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell

Missions and Memorial Committee will be sponsoring Bingo at Sunny Hill Nursing
Home on Saturday, April 13 from 2-3pm. We are in need of bingo prizes if anyone
would like to donate. These can be deposited into the box in the Narthex.
Jewelry, Hand Lotion
Candy Bars, Sugar Free Candy Bars
Small Stuffed Animals, Word Find Books
Thank you, Diane Creer
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On Monday, March 25th, Women’s Fellowship
hosted a service project get-together
where we made colorful pillowcases for the
organization Ryan’s Cases for Smiles
(caseforsmiles.org).
They are a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to help children cope with the
stress and emotional impact of treatment
for cancer and serious illnesses by providing
them with a bright and cheery pillowcase to
make them feel more ‘at home’ while being
hospitalized.
Twelve ladies met and cut, pinned, and
sewed thirty-five (35) pillowcases. The
evening was filled with loads of organized
fun and delicious goodies while we scurried
around assembling these gifts of God’s love.
Thank you to all who donated toward fabric
purchases. A huge hug goes to our sewists
for the night who worked long and hard at
their machines on this project: Sylvia
Tewes, Kathy Milligan, Sandy Donovan, and
Betty Hossbach. An enormous “Thank You”
goes to Cathy Dutro and Sylvia Tewes for
planning and overseeing this service event!!
Please consider joining us for any of our
upcoming events to share meaningful
fellowship.
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3 year olds - 3rd Grade– Cathy Dutro
4th-8th Graders– Jennifer Stephen
Believe it or not, the schools’ spring breaks have past
and Easter is around the corner!
On Saturday, April 13th, from 9:30-11:00, the Sunday school department will host an
Easter Workshop filled with stories, crafts, treats and an Easter egg hunt. This is
for children age 2- 4 (with parent attending) and those ages 5 years through 3rd
grade. Students 4th grade through high school and beyond are asked to sign up to
assist with this program.
On Sunday, April 14th, the children will process into the
morning church service, waving and singing the ‘Palms’ as
has been our tradition. It’s such a fun and moving sight to
see them. I hope they can all be here to participate!!!

April 2019

What we’ll be
studying in
April, 2019
April 14
Luke 19:28-40;
23:1-49
April 21
HAPPY EASTER!
No Sunday
School
April 28
John 20: 19-31

Church services will also take place on Maundy Thursday
at 7:00 PM. On Good Friday, there will be a multi-church worship with a cross
walk at 12:30 PM & an evening service beginning at 7:00 PM.

Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Movie Night
Thursday, April 11th @ 6:30 PM
Plan on joining us as we watch another thought-provoking Christian movie, God’s Not
Dead 2: Welcome back to Hope Springs - home not only of Hadleigh University, but also
Martin Luther King Jr. High School, where beloved teacher Grace Wesley helps students
understand and enjoy history. When a student asks an honest question about Jesus in the
classroom, Grace's reasoned response lands her in big trouble---almost before she even
finishes giving her answer. With the principal and superintendent
joining forces with a zealous civil liberties group, Grace faces an
epic court case that could cost her the career she loves and expel
God from the classroom---and the public square---once and for all!
Hope to see you all AT THE MOVIES!!!

The Family of Shirley Gorney wish to convey her passing. She was born February 25,
1927 and passed away on March 14, 2019. She lived in Frankfort and New Lenox
most of her life until moving to Sahurita, Arizona in 2007. Shirley was a life-long
member of St. Peter’s and she was the mother of Shelbee Rivard, formerly of
Frankfort, now residing in Vail, AZ
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Children ages 2,3,& 4 (accompanied by an adult) through 3rd grade are invited to join us
on Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 9:30-11:00 for a morning filled with fun that includes
crafts, an egg hunt, the Easter story and a snack. Registration is required for this
event. Please return the form below by April 1, 2019. Helpers for the event are needed
and can also be indicated on the following form.
The Sunday school children (all ages) will be singing The Palms in church on Sunday,
April 14, 2019. Please be in the classroom by 9:20 that morning.
There will be no Sunday school on Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019.
-----------------------------------------------------------------(Detach and return to Cathy Dutro or St. Peter’s Church Office by April 1, 2019)
____________________________________________________________________
(Child’s first and last name, age, and any allergies)
____________________________________________________________________
(Child’s first and last name, age, and any allergies)
will attend the Easter Workshop on Saturday, April 13, 2019.
____________________________________ is (are) available to help with the event.

COME CELEBRATE ‘CINCO DE MEOW’ WITH US!!!
Most of you have heard of Cinco de Mayo, but have you heard
of Cinco de Meow? On Sunday, May 5th, the KFC youth group
will be hosting a Cinco de Meow celebration after church to
raise funds for the PAWS pet shelter. Come enjoy Mexican-inspired foods as well
as a fun photo booth—all available for a small monetary donation. If you can, please
consider bringing some much needed cleaning supplies for the shelter: dryer sheets, liquid laundry
detergent, bleach, liquid hand soap, Pine-Sol, toilet paper, paper towels, and 13-gallon & larger
garbage bags. All donations will help this worthy cause.
Please join us on May 5th after service to celebrate and help God’s furry creatures!!
I Have Done Something
I looked at all the caged animals in the shelter...the cast-offs of human society.
I saw in their eyes love and hope, fear and dread, sadness, and betrayal.
And I was angry.
"God," I said, "this is terrible! Why don't you do something?"
God was silent for a moment, and then He spoke softly,
"I have done something," he replied. "I created you."

-- Author Unknown
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EASTER FLOWERS
St. Peter’s Church is, once again, offering the congregation the opportunity to purchase
Easter flowers through the church.
The plants will be available at a cost of $8.00 per plant. The flowers will be delivered to the
church in time for Easter Sunday. You will be able to pick your flowers up after the Easter
worship service.
Please fill out the bottom of this sheet and return it to the church office, or place it in the
offering plate on or before April 8, 2019.

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME______________________________________
PLANT TYPE:

# of Plants _____

(please circle one)
Lily

Total Cost @ $8.00 per plant

Tulip
$___________

Hyacinth
Check #_______

Make checks payable to St. Peter’s UCC
Message you would like printed in the bulletin Easter Sunday:
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St. Peter’s is looking for a Team Captain
for our Relaying Roosters Relay for Life
Team. The event is on June 8,
from 3-11pm.
Please call the office if interested!!!

April 2019
SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the
month, St. Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at
Shepherd’s Table, Joliet. We invite our
congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our
community.
2019 dates:

As a safety precaution, all
exterior doors, EXCEPT FOR
THE SANCTUARY doors will
be locked at 9:45 am on
Sunday’s.

Monday, 4/29
Thursday, 5/30
Monday, 7/29
Thursday, 8/29
Monday, 9/30
Thursday, 10/31
Monday, 12/30

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

LET THERE BE LIGHT! … Thanks to Project Green! The outdoor lights, that were on

the East, South and West sides of the building have been replaced. Wow what a
difference a little light makes to show off our church ! Unless a bulb malfunctions the
estimated hours until they burn out is 100,000 hours and use only a fraction of the cost
of the old ones! So let's do the math....if we left those bulbs on 8 hours a day ( which we
don't have them on THAT long ) but if we had them on 8 hours a day, the bulbs should
last approximately 34 years! This again was NO cost to St. Peter's. Thanks to Christina Derwin
the Director of Project Green, who is actually planning on bringing her family to visit the church in
the near future.......She is truly a blessing and we aren't done yet! Below is a close up of the new
lights and what it looks like on the playground side of the church at night.

To all our friends at St. Peter’s,
Please accept this donation as thanks for allowing us to use
your beautiful church for candidates night. It went well. We
had a good turn out, and received many compliments on the
lovely setting. We appreciate your kindness.
The Old Town Homeowners Association
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In our prayers…

Greetings from your prayer chain:

Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Linda Klier,
Mary Ann Morrison, Virginia Osmus, Gordon Nelson,
Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen Rachford, Lois Schoen, John
Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanor Stewart, Brogan
Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Richard Walsh.,
Robert Yehnert Also, all service personnel, including:
Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Lt. Jr. Grade
Kelsey DePorto, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven
Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All
anonymous needs and requests. Thank God for all
answered prayers!

Easter Blessings!!!
Please call the office, 815-469-2220 or
Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in need
up in prayer.

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

For April Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Spring cleaning supplies

April Responsibilities
USHERS: Ernie Rohr, Bruce Wille
COFFEE AND… Membership & Evangelism
LITURGIST:

Liturgists Needed!
Please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall!

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Vision statement of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ: To become an open, loving, and
welcoming community striving to reflect God’s
love for all creation.
Vision Statement Ministry Team:
Cheryl Howard
Joey Sparenberg
Paul Muenchow
Lyle Tewes
T-Kay Nagy
Rev. Tom Norwalk
Helen Simpkins
Rev. Mark Milligan

Your 2019 Council Officers Are:
President - Darrell Stephen
Vice-President - Bruce Wille
Secretary - Rachael Muenchow
Treasurer - Rick Johnson

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
(new larger venue)
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and
friendly fellowship!!!

Musings by
Eleanore Stewart …
“A closed mouth
gathers no foot”
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Birthday Greetings:
4/1

Addison Bishop

4/2

Michelle Nagy
Terry Schroeder

4/3

Brigid McGarry
Gordon Nelson

4/5

Milton Batson

4/7

Ethan Belt
Zoey Brown

4/8

James Boldrey

4/10

Joanne Nice

4/11

Kathleen Hess

4/13

Karine Krusemark

4/14

Kyle Gravitt
Norman Hossbach

4/15

Courtney Whittinghill

4/16

Charlotte Cleveland

4/18

Jeremy Diaz

4/21

Mark Baker

4/25

Cynthia Kurucar

4/26

Cheri Mooney
Virginia Osmos

4/27

Karen Kratzenberg

Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul & Mary Muenchow

4/13/1991

Stephen & Jane Senesac

4/22/2000

Andrew & Tracy Gissler

4/27/1991

Phillip & Kathleen Hess Jr.

4/28/1979

John & Norma Jean Schneider

4/30/1949

Mark & Kay Eaton

4/30/1994

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Fellowship Hall Reserved
Noon - 4pm

Shepherd’s Table 8:15am

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

30

Revelation Study - 10am

29

Choir 7pm

28

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

KEY ARTICLES DUE

EASTER
Worship 7am
Easter Breakfast
Worship 9:30 am

24

Sew What” 9am

26

Good Friday Service 7pm
Maundy Thursday Service
7pm

Fellowship Hall Reserved
10am-3pm

27

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast,
8am
LUMES

20

Bingo @ Sunny Hill 2pm

Council Reports Due A.M

19

Easter Workshop 9:30am

“Sew What” 9am

Cross Walk 12:30pm

25

23

6

A T
“Sew What” 9am

S

13

R I
5

12

F

Membership &
Evangelism

Coffee And…

Ernie Rohr
Bruce Wille

Ushers this Month:

2019

Revelation Study - 10am

22

Worship Service 6:30pm

18

Women’s Fellowship
Movie Night 6:30pm

Revelation Study - 10am

11

21

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

17

Choir 7:15pm

Worship Service 6:30pm

10

Choir 7:15pm

H U
4

Revelation Study - 10am

T

Choir, 8pm

Council Meeting, 7pm

PALM SUNDAY
Worship 9:30am
Coffee And … 10:30am

E D
3

Worship Service 6:30pm

W

K.F.C. 10:30am
Safety Talk. 5pm

15

14

16

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

Constitution & By-Law
Meeting 7pm

Confirmation 10:30am

Sanctuary Cleaning 9am

KWIL-Chebanse

Worship 9:30 am
Communion
Coffee And… 10:30am

9

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

U E
2

M&M Meeting, 7pm

T
ELECTION

O N
1

Y&F Meeting, 6pm

M

8

U N

7

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

Address Service Requested.

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship - Nursery care provided
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Lenten Service, 6:30pm
Choir, 7:15 pm during Lent

Thursdays:

Bible Study, Revelation, 10:00 am

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot
4/1

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Youth & Family Meeting
Missions & Memorials Meeting

4/2

All Day
6:30 pm

Election
Open Sew

4/6

9:00 am

“Sew What”

4/7

10:30 am

K.F.C.

7:00 pm

KWIL - Chebanse
Constitution & By-Law Committee Meeting

4/9

9:00 am
6:30 pm

Sanctuary Cleaning
“Open Sew”

4/11

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Movie Night, Friendship Room

4/12

9:00 am
9:00 am

“Sew What”
Council Reports DUE

4/13

9:30 am
2:00 pm

Easter Workshop
Bingo at Sunny Hill

4/14

10:30 am

K.F.C.

4/16

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

4/18

7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Service
Choir

4/19

12:30 pm
7:00 pm

Crosswalk
Good Friday Service

4/20

8:00 am
9:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast - LUMES
“Sew What”

4/21

7:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am

Easter Worship
Easter Breakfast (served by the men of St. Peter’s)
Easter Worship

4/22

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

4/29

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table

4/8

.
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