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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, the provider of every good and perfect blessing.
I started the first draft of my letter by enumerating the many and varied ways that our world is suffering
at this point in history. As I read what I had written I realized that I was stating, using way too many
words and spaces, what we all know all too well, that our world, and all its inhabitants, are hurting. As I
sat back to prayerfully discern what words I could possibly consider sharing to provide even a modicum
of comfort it struck me that I had none. What I did have were the words from our sacred texts, and in
particular, the book of Psalms:
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 118:24

Each day, no matter how bleak, no matter how dark, is filled with a plethora of blessings for which we
should be grateful, for which we should stop and thank God. Yes, I said thanks. No matter how bad it
might seem, each day is a gift from a loving God rich with possibilities for renewal, for service, for
worship, for praise, and for thanks. Each day we have air to breathe, water to drink, and food to eat. We
have nice homes and full closets. We have family and friends to share in our joys and our sorrows. We
have the beauty of God’s creation, birdsongs in the morning and the crickets and frogs at night. We have
the internet that allows us to be in touch with others, even when we are forced to isolate. It offers us
entertainment and information, though sometimes too much. We have cups of tea that we can share as
we relax and appreciate the quiet presence of loved ones. We have children and grandchildren to bring
joy, wonder, and excitement into our lives. We have our faith community, people that we know are, and
will be, with us as we weave our way through the maze that is life. We have our faith that allows us to
know that we are never truly alone or isolated; that we are always in the loving arms of our Creator, our
Redeemer, and our Guide.
Now, I am not suggesting that we approach life in a Pollyannaish way that ignores the state of the world
today. What I am suggesting is that we appreciate that no matter how bad things seem to be, we always
have reason to offer God our praise and thanks.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

NOTE: Please remember that face masks are required for
the entire service on communion Sunday’s
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Who are we as a Church?
The Book of Revelation addresses seven letters to seven churches in Asia Minor (modernday Turkey) (Revelation 2-3). Each letter, as proclaimed by Jesus and recorded by John the
Apostle, declares the triumphs and failings of the recipient churches, and warns each
congregation to repent.
The advice in these letters gives us a blueprint to look at and see where God views Saint Peter’s
UCC as a church and where we need to repent. Here is a look at the seven churches and the
proclamation to each church
Ephesus was proclaimed as the church that abandoned its love for Christ and his
teachings (Revelation 2:1-7). Ephesus was the prominent commercial and cultural center of Asia.
Christ’s letter to the Ephesian church praises the congregation for its “deeds...hard work...and
perseverance,” and for its rejection of false apostles (Revelation 2:2-3).
Despite its hard work and doctrinal integrity, Christ faults the community for having “forsaken the
love they had for Christ” (Revelation 2:4). This “forsaken love” can mean that the Ephesians had
become less devoted to Christ or that the work they did was no longer motivated by love for one
another.
Smyrna was proclaimed as the church that remains faithful amidst persecution (Revelation 2:811)
Smyrna was home to a large Jewish community hostile to Christians. The Bible notes that slanderous
accusations by Jews against Christians had led to Christian persecution by Roman authorities (Acts
14:2, 19: Acts 17:13). Christ’s revelation to Smyrna commends the community for its material poverty
but spiritual wealth and acknowledges its wrongful persecution (Revelation 2:9).
Pergamum was proclaimed as the church that compromises its beliefs (Revelation 2:12-17). The
city of Pergamum was renowned for its pagan practices. The letter to the church there lauds the
congregation for upholding its faith despite the city’s pervasive pagan influences (Revelation 2:13).
The letter then addresses the church’s sin by denouncing some of its members for following false
teachings that brought about religious and moral compromise (Revelation 2:14-15).
Thyatira was proclaimed as the church that follows false prophets (Revelation 2:18-29) Thyatira
was a wealthy commercial city. Jesus’ letter to Thyatira praises the church for having grown in faith
and service (Revelation 2:19). The church’s downfall was its devotion to a false prophet that led some
members to commit idolatry and immorality (Revelation 2:20).
Sardis was proclaimed as the church that is spiritually dead (Revelation 3:1-6) Sardis was a city
that had endured two surprise attacks despite its fortifications. Our Lord faults the church in Sardis for
maintaining an outward appearance of being “alive,” while being spiritually dead (Revelation 3:1).
Philadelphia was proclaimed as the church that patiently endured despite weaknesses
(Revelation 3:713) Philadelphia was home to a synagogue community hostile to Christians. Christ
praises the Philadelphians for remaining faithful in the face of trials despite their limited strength
(Rev. 3:8).
Laodicea was proclaimed as the church with a lukewarm faith (Revelation 3:14-22). Laodicea
was a prosperous industrial and commercial center. Jesus’ letter to this church wastes no time
denouncing the congregation for its lukewarm faith, threatening to “spit” the congregation out of His
mouth (Revelation 3:16). Christ scolds this church for allowing its economic prosperity to cause it
spiritual bankruptcy and reveals that, despite its economic wealth, only He can provide spiritual
wealth (Revelation 3:17-18).
(cont.)
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Who are we as a church, or even more as a Christian. It’s time to take a moment and
evaluate if we can be proclaimed as the church of Philadelphia or is it time to repent and
change our ways. Can we say the following:
1. The love of Christ is number one in our lives.
2. We treat others as we want to be treated ourselves.
3. We follow the teachings of Jesus.
4. We do not follow false prophets.
5. We are alive and active, doing God’s work, not just spectators.
6. We do not allow worldly prosperity to overcome our spiritual wealth.
Christ is telling us, as members of Saint Peter’s UCC, that we can still be proclaimed the
church of Philadelphia.
Christ promises that if Philadelphia’s congregants remain faithful to Him, He will protect
them from the “hour of trial” and make them pillars in God’s heavenly temple (Revelation
3:10-12).
Bruce Wille

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the missions
of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s like having your own “Donate
Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a checking
or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays,
you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps
will be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC
YouTube channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a
“all mask worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with
100 degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people
from the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from
back to front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If
you can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know
what week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving
as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are
available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app
(GivePlus). There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope
in the plate through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put
in your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

10/29

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized by
Pastor Mark and you would
like a certificate for the child’s
God parents, please contact
the office.

Sunday school at St. Peter’s is set to begin Sunday, September 13, 2020. We will be
following whatever the schools are doing. As of this date, Mokena, New Lenox &
Frankfort schools are going full remote learning. Since the majority of our students
attend these school districts, Sunday school will also be virtual. We will be doing
Sunday school via taped lessons and some live Zoom sessions for the older children.
Cathy Dutro will teach lessons for the 3-year-olds through 2nd graders.
Jennifer Stephen will teach lessons for 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders and a separate lesson
for 6th-8th graders.
Further information on how classes will be conducted & the mailing of some lesson
materials will be sent out soon!
We are working on some fun activities & lessons so that the children will still have a
church-prepared opportunity to learn about Christ each week.
Questions or concerns? Contact Cathy @ 815-469-3788 &/or Jennifer @ 815-4694509 (cell/text 815-545-4369).
We will be keeping you up to date with any changes to our Sunday school program.
Please feel free to contact us at the numbers above and let us know if you have any
ideas on how to improve St. Peter’s Virtual Sunday School!
May God continue to bless your family! Stay safe & stay healthy!
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve Comstock,
Margaret DeLaughter, Kate Dougherty & Family,
Shirley Drobnak, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Jill Hossbach,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, the Nelson
Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore
Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes,
Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all service
personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin Rutolo,
Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major
Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler.
All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“Although the tongue weighs very little,
Few people are able to hold it.”

For September Missions &
Memorials is collecting:
Soup & crackers

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and
guests! The coffee mugs, new and improved, are
back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
Kup-a-Joe’s
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
September Responsibilities
USHERS:

Becky Cleveland
David VanderLaan

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and
tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

September blessings from your prayer chain.
Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office, 815-469-2220
or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in
need up in prayer.

7

Birthday Greetings:
9/1

Michelle Cano
Jerry Warning

September 2020

Wedding Anniversaries:
9/1/1972

Richard & Cathy Hyman

Ryan Comstock
Taylor Krusemark

9/1/1996

Alan & Laura Batson

9/3/1994

Robert & Susan Lynch

Kay Eaton
Nicole Kurucar

9/5/1959

Clarence & Beverly Carlson

9/7/1974

Robert & Dianne Schultz

9/6

Rick Johnson

9/10/1950

Dale & Delores Krohn

9/8

Tippi Graham

9/10/2016

Dustin & Delores Oltman

9/13/1975

Mark & Kathy Milligan

9/9

Beverly Carlson
Runi Fleck

9/13/1986

Donald & Lisa Hellriegel

9/18/2009

Cade & Kathryn Cummins

9/10

Robert Lynch

9/21/1990

Ken & Kim Capps

9/15

Andrea Boldrey

9/23/1961

Milton & Leora Batson

9/17

Jessica Baker
David Delgau

9/26/1967

Terry & Patricia Schroeder

9/18

David Bettenhausen
Larry Walsh

9/2
9/3

9/19

Karen DePorto
Cathy Jo Dolgner
Kevin Gustafson
Penne Scaletta

9/20

Kathryn Cummins
Soren Fleck
Nicole Hellriegel

9/21

David Dutro

9/22

Stephen Senesac

9/23

Gehrig Batson

9/27

James Holland
Chip Krusemark

Dear Pastor Mark,
Thank you for providing my son Alex Langlois the
opportunity to play for your congregation at the church
service this past weekend. I hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did. Alex has a true gift for playing music and it gives us
so much joy as parents watching him share his gift with
others.
I also enjoyed your homily. It’s nice to see a pastor take a
stand on something and challenge the parishoners. I’m
thinking of attending more services at your church in the
future.
I’ve also enclosed a donation for your landscape project.
Best Regards,
Matt Langlois

One of the many things we learned while dealing with the
Covoid-19 pandemic was the need for ways to communicate
quickly with members as situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.
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Missions & Memorials
Meeting, 7pm

13

Worship 9:30am

SYSO Rehearsals

Worship 9:30am

27

SYSO Rehearsals

28

Council Meeting

Worship 9:30am

WF Book Club

21
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SYSO Rehearsals

Sunday School Kickoff

LABOR DAY
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Worship 9:30am
Communion
NOTE: A mask is required
for entire service.
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Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
Kup-A-Joe’s
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Becky Cleveland
David VanderLaan

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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September at a glance:
9/6

9:30 am

Worship - Communion

9/7

All Day

Labor Day, Office Closed

9/13

9:30 am

Worship
Sunday School Kickoff

9/14

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

9/18

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

9/19

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joes

9/20

9:30 am

Worship
WF Book Club

9/21

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

9/23

9:00 am

KEY Article DUE

9/27

9:30 am

Worship
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