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PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship, Sunday
school, fellowships, meetings and choir. St. Peter’s Council
strongly recommends the continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

April 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Risen Christ, in whose name we gather to worship and serve the Living and
still speaking God.
This month we celebrate the holy day that truly defines us as a faith system – Easter Sunday. The Sunday
we celebrate that Jesus of Nazareth, after suffering a slow, torturous death by crucifixion at the hands of
the Roman Empire, rose from the dead. It is a day of boundless joy and rejoicing as we lift our hearts and
voices in songs and prayers to the God who made it all happen. There is really no way for us to understand
the mystery of the Resurrection, so we use metaphors relating the events of Springtime to attempt to
relay some faint notion of what Resurrection is and what it means.
The most common one is the butterfly. We talk about how the caterpillar (Jesus) goes into a
cocoon (the tomb) and comes out a beautiful butterfly (the Glorified Christ). People talk about
the flowers springing forth from the earth and buds exploding from the tips of recently dormant
branches. We see the new life that bursts forth from the wombs of creatures great and small after a long
winter of hibernation. The season of Easter is filled with examples of rebirth and new life that help us, in a
small way, to relate to the Resurrection.
I think a compelling case could be made that Easter and Spring are far better suited to be a time for
resolutions and change than New Year’s Day. What better time to rededicate one’s life and be reborn a
new creation than Easter and Spring? It is when Jesus went from Jesus of Nazareth to Jesus the Christ. It is
when he went from a human being to a new and glorified creation, taking his place at the right hand of
God. It is when the twelve went from being disciples to being apostles, when their faith in Jesus became
their new reality.
I would encourage everyone to take this season for prayerful reflection and contemplation, as I intend to
do at this Holy time of year. Ask yourself the challenging questions: Are you living as God would have you
live? Are you using the gifts which God has bestowed upon you to faithfully serve God and God’s creation?
Are you doing all you can to grow and mature in your faith, or have you allowed yourself to become
complacent and stagnant? Is your faith strong and vibrant; or is it weak and flabby? Are you doing what
God has called you to do and are you where God calls you to be? If you came before God would God look
upon you and say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant?” Or would God look at you and say, “Is that’s
the best you could do with all I have given you?”
This is the season for resurrection and rebirth. It is a time when we are surrounded by examples of
renewal and regeneration. During this holiest of times let us, as individuals and as a congregation, open
ourselves to be filled and led by God’s Holy Spirit so that we might be born anew and
become the faithful disciples that God calls us all to be.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark
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St. Peter’s UCC will be collecting financial donations to support the over 10,000,000 Ukrainian
refugees and people that have been displaced by the Russian attack on their country. The funds
collected will be sent to Church World Service to support the work they have already begun
assisting the growing number of refugees. CWS supports people in the form of food, clothing,
housing, medical care, and education for the children.
Church World Service was born in the wake of the devastation of World War II.
Seventeen Christian denominations work together “to do in partnership what
none of us could hope to do as well alone.” It has an “A” rating from Charity
Watch.
Please be generous in your giving to provide for the growing need of our sisters and brothers.
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

“I want to thank all that were involved in making the Valentine’s Day boxes. It
has always been a delight to receive these treats and share them with others.
I am grateful to have been a recipient all these years that I have been in
college. I look forward to the next time I am home and able to attend St.
Peter’s.”
Alyssa Kandow
***********
“Hey! I just wanted to say thank you to the church for the valentines package, it really means a
lot.”
Emily Comstock
***********
“I opened up my St. Peter’s Valentine’s Box this morning and it totally made my day!!! I am so
grateful that the church always does that for us college kids.”
Monica Nagy
***********
“Got my Valentine’s Day box today! Thank you so much Ms. Stephen, please tell the church and
Pastor Mark thank you on my behalf! I appreciate this so much.”
Zoey Brown
***********
“Dear M&M Committee, Ellie Creer sent a text thanking the committee for the Valentine box of
goodies.”
***********
“St. Peter’s family, thank you so much for the Valentine’s goodie box! I am a senior in college
now, and have received a package from the church for the last 3 years. I truly appreciate your
thoughtfulness. Thank you again to everyone who contributed.”
Best, Lauren Kraft (Jim & Sandy Hellrung’s granddaughter)
***********
“Dear St. Peter’s, Thank you so much for thinking of me on Vanentine’s day! Opening that box of
goodies made my day! Hope all is well!”
Sincerely, Kathryn Kraft (Jim & Sandy Hellrung’s granddaughter)
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins

April 2022

Spring has finally arrived! It is always such a welcomed season after the cold and snow
of the long winter months. Each morning when I wake up to the sound of chirping birds
and go out and see the little green plants starting to grow up out of the ground, it makes
me so happy. I suppose that is why spring is my favorite season. But this season
we will not only see the signs of new life outdoors, but inside our sanctuary as
well. And so, it begins…
We have all seen the heavy equipment parked on our church property, a sign that our
magnificent renovation project has begun. Machinery is not as beautiful as a robin
chirping or a plant growing, but for us, it should be a welcome sign of the beauty that will
eventually appear in our sanctuary. Once the tuck-pointing on the outside is complete
and we no longer need to worry about any leaks into the building, the restoration of the
sanctuary will begin. Exposed organ pipes will be removed
and stored, plaster will be repaired, painting and refurbishing
will occur, and carpeting will be replaced. A daunting project
indeed, but one we have been planning for during the last
year.
The church council, with the guidance of Dave Dutro, chairperson of the facilities
ministry, has prayerfully put together a timeline for the restoration project. The
congregation at the annual meeting voted to use funds from our endowment to cover the
costs of repairing and restoring our sanctuary. The best contractors have been acquired
to complete the tasks that lie ahead. Just one blessing after another occurred to bring
this all to the present day.
Obviously, there will be several weeks in the coming months in which we will not be able
to worship in our sanctuary. During that time, we will be worshiping in the fellowship hall.
Of course, it is not as beautiful as our sanctuary, but worship will still be just as
meaningful. Possibly, worship will be even more meaningful because we know that above
our heads, in our sanctuary, is the budding of new life for St. Peter’s. Craftsmen will be
breathing new life into our building with the skills that they each possess. But we also
possess exceptional skills of our own that can breathe new life into St. Peter’s as well.
We have our faith in the promises of God, and a desire to fulfill the work God calls us to
do for all of God’s people.
So, soak up the beauty of spring with all its smells, sounds, and sights. Let
it breathe new life into each one of you. Let it remind you of the promises of
God, that even after the darkest and coldest of winters, spring will come
again. That hope, of what is to come, will lead us through the daunting days
of the renovation with any difficulties that may arise. Take this time to
remember the blessings that have been bestowed upon each of us by God,
bask in the hope of God’s promises, and allow yourselves a rebirth of faith. When the day
comes that we again can worship in our beloved sanctuary, there will be, within the walls
of St. Peter’s, a rebirth of the faith. The same strong, unwavering faith that once built our
church over one hundred years ago, and a new enthusiasm and a desire to accomplish
the work God has called us to do as Christians.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Helen Simpkins
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Easter Worship
Services
4/17/22
7:00 am
9:30 am

Please join us on
Sunday, April 17, 2022 at 8:00 am
for a breakfast in celebration
of our Risen Lord.
For the cost of $10.00 per adult or $25.00
per family you can feast on a catered meal of french toast, scrambled
eggs, sausage, potatoes, fruit, juice, coffee and coffeecake.
Reservations and payment must be made by Sunday, April 10, 2022.
Please use the form below.

Easter Breakfast Reservation
for Sunday, April 17, 2022 at 8 a.m.
Name ________________________________________________
Adults $10.00 each
# of adults ______

Family $25.00
# of children ______

Payment and reservations must be made by April 10, 2022
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Membership and Evangelism Committees
We meet monthly, usually on the third Thursday of the month from 7-8pm.
Members include fun people like Lori Krusemark, Brenda Sparenburg, Chip
Krusemark, Grant Deady, and Marcia Steward along with Pastor Mark. With
the expertise of Kieran Milligan, we have been updating our church webpage
and expanding our social media platforms. Our next
meeting is April 21. We intend to begin planning events for our
members and friends.
We invite you to join us. We especially need members with social
media savvy to help with our various platforms. Plus, we are a very
fun group!!
ST. PETER’S OUTDOOR WORKDAY
WHEN: April 23, 2022
TIME: 9:00 am.-12:00 pm
Welcome back to spring! The plants are beginning to push
through the ground. The trees and beginning to bud. And,
the robins are returning from their winter migration. A
beautiful season of new life is finally here. But, along with all
of that beauty comes the work of clearing away winter’s
leftovers. Sticks need to be collected from the property,
flower beds need to be cleaned and prepared for the new growth of our beautiful
perennial plants. Bushes need to be trimmed, new mulch needs to be laid, and
some plants need to be transplanted to new locations. It will require many hands to
accomplish all of these tasks.
On Saturday, April 23rd we will be holding our outdoor work day from
9:00 until noon. There will be jobs for young and old alike. But, along
with the work involved, comes the fun we always have building
Christian fellowship. Working and laughing together while out in
God’s beautiful world is an incredible way to spend a morning with
your church family.
So grab your gardening tools, your hedge trimmers, or anything else you think we
may need, and head to St. Peter’s on April 23rd. We will meet in the east parking lot
at 9:00 and then head out to our assigned areas. Water and
snacks will be provided, and I will make sure that we take
breaks as needed.
THANKS, AND HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!
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4/1

Addison Bishop

4/2

Michelle Nagy
Terry Schroeder

4/3

Brigid McGarry

4/4

Luke Edmondson

4/5

Milton Batson

4/7

Ethan Belt
Zoey Brown

4/8

James Boldrey

4/10

Joanne Nice

4/11

Nora Deady
Kathleen Hess

4/13

Karine Krusemark

4/14

Norman Hossbach

4/16

Charlotte Cleveland

4/18

Jeremy Diaz

4/21

Mark Baker

4/22

Kristen Schalmo

4/25

Cynthia Kurucar

4/26

Heather Krusemark
Cheri Mooney

4/27

Karen Kratzenberg

4/13/1991

Paul & Mary Muenchow

4/16/1960

William & Evie Spies

4/22/2000

Stephen & Jane Senesac

4/28/1979

Phillip & Kathleen Hess, Jr.

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional
ways members could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and have
implemented online giving!
We are using a company called
VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number
(Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) ,
It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This
option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in
the plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope
- just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, River Enskat-Costeaf,
Cathy Hyman, Alice Janssen, Larry Nice, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Marcella Tewes, Bernice
Voss. Also, all service personnel, including: Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

April Ushers:

David Dutro, Helen Simpkins

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for April
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Spring cleaning supplies

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

St. Peter’s preschoolers were
lucky this March! Spring came and
gave everyone time outside to play
with friends! Leprechauns also
came—leaving some messes and
clues to find a pot of gold behind!
We are looking forward to
enjoying our families over spring
break. In March we took a field
trip to Pilcher Park to enjoy a nature walk and learn
about forest animals.
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
12 W Sauk Trail
Frankfort, IL 60423
www.stpeters-preschool.com

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each month is
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast , 8:00
am at Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.
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I.M.P.A.C.T. 1:00pm

Worship 9:30am
Pastor Rocky

24

25

Council Meeting, 7pm

EASTER

Worship 7am
Easter Breakfast 8am
Worship 9:30am

18

11

Pastor Off

M

17

Palm Sunday
Worship 9:30am

10

Worship 9:30am
Communion

S

Masks are Optional.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Choir 7pm

27

20

Maundy Thursday
Service 7pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm

Wendy Off

28

Membership & Evangelism
Meeting 7pm

21

Choir 7:30pm

14

Frankfort Brass Band
7-9pm

T

13

Choir 7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm

W

Wendy Off

29

KEY Articles DUE

22

30

Church Outdoor
Spring Clean-up
Work Day 9am

23

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

16

9
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Council Reports DUE

S

Holy Saturday

15

8
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Good Friday Service 7pm

F
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David Dutro
Helen Simpkins

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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April at a glance:

April 3

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

April 6

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Series Worship
Choir

April 10

9:30 am

Worship
Palm Sunday

April 13

6:30 pm

Lenten Series Worship

April 14

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Maundy Thursday Service
Choir

April 15

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

7:00 pm

Good Friday Service

8:00 am

Holy Saturday
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Kup-a-Joe

April 17

7:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am

Easter Worship
Easter Breakfast
Easter Worship

April 18

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

April 21

7:00 pm

M&E Meeting

April 22

9:00 am

Key Articles DUE
Earth Day

April 23

9:00 am

Church Outdoor Spring
Clean Up Work Day

April 24

9:30 am

Worship

1:00 pm

Welcome Pastor Rocky
I.M.P.A.C.T.

7:00 pm

Choir

April 16

April 27
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