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PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship, Sunday
school, fellowships, meetings and choir. St. Peter’s Council
strongly recommends the continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

May 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, the Risen Christ Jesus,
in whose name we gather to worship and serve the Living God.
As I left the house to come over to the church today I was greeted by
the wonderful scent of freshness, the smell of Spring. I decided to take
time to walk around the house and the church to see if there were
other fresh flowers, buds, blossoms, or signs of new life; I am glad I took the time. I was treated to the
sight of daffodils and tulips in bloom, little purple ground cover flowers, trees covered with pink and white
blossoms, fresh green buds adorning trees and bushes. I saw nests alive with the squirming and chirping of
baby birds whose mothers protectively watched me walk by, making sure that I did not come too close to
their precious hatchlings. I was serenaded by a multitude of melodious songs that emanated from a chorus
of several types of birds. I gazed across our property and saw the thick fresh grass swaying in the breeze
looking like waves rolling across the ocean. Even the bright yellow dandelions, the most dreaded of all
weeds, added a note of joy and whimsy to the pastoral scene as they dotted the sea of green. What I
experienced was the glorious season of spring in all its majesty and splendor. This time of year is truly a gift
from a loving God; a time of renewal and rebirth for all of God’s creation, including us.
This is a time of year when people partake in that yearly ritual of the season – SPRING CLEANING. It is the
time when the house is revitalized after having been sealed shut against the onslaught of a bitter winter.
Inside the house the windows and doors are opened widely so that the mustiness of winter can be
replaced by the freshness of spring. Floors are scrubbed, curtains are washed, shelves are dusted, and
porches are readied for relaxing.
Outside the house, the dead leaves are removed from the flowerbeds so bulbs and seeds can sprout forth
from the ground; weeds are pulled and disposed of (as they will be all through spring, summer and fall);
fresh mulch is spread in the flower beds; the long thick spring grass is cut; people flock to nurseries to
purchase new flowers to be planted that will provide even more color and beauty to the yard.
As we participate in this cultural rite of passage that signifies the end of the dormant season of winter and
ushers in the season of renewal and rebirth, let us not stop with our houses and yards; let us do a little
spring cleaning within ourselves. I would encourage each of us to remove the dead leaves in our lives that
we have let accumulate that hinder our faith from blooming. We should all wash the windows of our souls
so that the light of God can shine in and through us. It would be a real blessing if we would open ourselves
to God’s Holy Spirit so that the mustiness of our sins could be blown away and replaced by the pure
cleansing breath of God.
Each year God’s glorious creation of nature goes through a metamorphosis of renewal
and rebirth; we are a part of that creation. Let us, as individuals and a church, allow
ourselves, through the power of God’s Holy Spirit, to be renewed, revitalized and
reborn. Also, let us take time from our busy lives to truly experience the wonder and
beauty that is spring. It is a gift from a loving God, so appreciate it and give God thanks
and praise.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins
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Easter was a glorious celebration of Christ’s Resurrection at St. Peter’s. A huge thank you to
all who made this possible. The Easter breakfast was delicious and enjoyed by all who
attended. The Easter music during worship was beautiful and moving thanks to our organist
Lisa Kristina, the trumpet player John Hagstrom, and our church choir. The aromatic
fragrance of the Easter flowers donated by our members, permeated the entire building, and
as always, the Easter message gave us hope and joy because, Christ is Risen. He is Risen
Indeed!
As the tuck pointing comes to an end, the work inside our church building begins.
On Monday, April 25 the exposed organ pipes will be removed from the sanctuary
and stored onsite. Deprado Rigali will begin the restoration of the sanctuary the first
part of May. Once that begins our worship will move down to the fellowship hall. We
will be worshiping in the fellowship hall for at least several weeks. No one knows for
sure how long this will take. There is much work to be done, so pray for patience
during this time.
While work begins inside it will also be time for the gardens outside to bloom. Thank you to all
of those who came out on our spring clean up day and helped to get our flower beds ready for
summer flowers.
Much work has already been done, while much is yet to come. A
challenging, but very rewarding time in the life of our church. Our church
council will keep you all updated on the progress being made both inside
and outside. We ask for your continued prayers for our decision making as
we move our church forward.

NEW COUNCIL SPOTLIGHT
Grant Deady became a member at St. Peter’s this past January and recently joined the church
Council. He and his wife Mary Beth are longtime residents of downtown Frankfort, along with
their two kids – William (14) and Nora (12). They also have a two-year-old beagle named Daisy
that often escapes and can be seen running around the streets near the church.
Grant grew up in Homewood and was a member of the First Presbyterian Church – he is a graduate of
Homewood-Flossmoor High School and the fifth of six kids. For the past 24+ years, Grant has worked for Zeno
Group Public Relations, which is part of Daniel J. Edelman Inc – the world’s largest PR firm. Grant serves as
the agency’s Managing Director of the Chicago office and the company’s Chief Culture Officer—his clients
include Goodyear, Carhartt, Coca-Cola, Chick-fil-A, Newell-Rubbermaid and others. He is a longtime board
member at the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and does pro bono work for The DuSable Museum of
African American History.
Mary Beth is from Barrington and for the last 20+ years a teacher/director of technology at Lincoln-Way East –
the entire family is very involved in all-things LWE and huge fans of the Griffins. We also have season tickets
to the Bears and love to travel – our most recent trip was to Death Valley National Park in California. We have
loved getting to know our new St. Peter’s family—we were drawn to the church by the beautiful architecture,
grounds and then (of course) the music—and then once we started attending Pastor Mark’s services and
meeting other members we knew St. Peter’s should be our new church home. Marcia Steward worked with
Mary Beth at LWE and is the person who encouraged us to join, so we are incredibly thankful to her for
reaching out.
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St. Peter’s UCC will be collecting financial donations to support the over 10,000,000 Ukrainian
refugees and people that have been displaced by the Russian attack on their country. The funds
collected will be sent to Church World Service to support the work they have already begun
assisting the growing number of refugees. CWS supports people in the form of food, clothing,
housing, medical care, and education for the children.
Church World Service was born in the wake of the devastation of World War II.
Seventeen Christian denominations work together “to do in partnership what
none of us could hope to do as well alone.” It has an “A” rating from Charity
Watch.
Please be generous in your giving to provide for the growing need of our sisters and brothers.
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

Matthew 25:40

NEW COUNCIL SPOTLIGHT…
My name is Diane Creer. I have been attending St. Peter’s all my life, being both
baptized and confirmed here. My dad built a house on the East side of Joliet and my
brother and I always came to church and Sunday school. My mom and dad and their
families also attended church here. My parents were married here in 1940, and in 1950 we moved
into a new house in Frankfort. My dad, Walter Schoen, served several terms on the council and my
mom always worked all the beef dinners. I have already served 3 terms on council and have enjoyed
it very much.
I was married here in 1963 to my husband Allan. Next year we will be married 60 years. We have
two grown boys, Steven and Mark, both of whom were baptized, confirmed and married here. We
have two wonderful grandchildren, Mitchell and Elizabeth (Ellie).
I worked at the Frankfort State Bank which later merged with Harris Bank, for 28 years before retiring.
Since I retired, I have enjoyed gardening, walking and golfing.
Flying of the Flags on Memorial Day
What a beautiful sight to see! The flying of the flags in memory of our
deceased veterans of St. Peter’s U.C.C., is back this year!
If you have a flag of a deceased veteran of St. Peter’s U.C.C. and you would like to share it to
be flown, please bring the flag to the church office by May 27, 2022. Remember to include
your name and the name of the deceased member of St. Peter’s.
We also need helpers on Memorial Day to place the flags. We meet in front of St. Peter’s at
8:00 am. We meet again that evening to remove and fold the flags.
It is truly a beautiful sight to see!!!
Any questions, please contact Dianne Schultz at 815-469-9036.
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5/2

Lori Krusemark

5/4

Cory Brown

5/5

Laura Pomes

5/6

William Goldsmith

5/7

David Vanderlaan

5/8

Jack Lucas
Marcella Tewes

5/9

Dennis Cleveland
Jim Rinke

5/16/1987

Ernie & Kellee Rohr

5/21/1977

David & Cathy Dutro

5/24/1997

John & Shannon Edmondson

5/27/2005

Terry & Corrie Lee

5/28/2005

Bradley & Christina Egner

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide
additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this
epidemic and overall. We investigated different
options and have implemented online giving!

5/12

Jack Reed
Ernie Rohr

5/15

Nicholas Basham
James Hellrung

5/17

Sydney Brown
Tom Shapiro

We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!

5/18

Bill Doogan

You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

5/19

Rebecca Cleveland
Robert Pomes

5/20

Ryan Fleck

5/22

Donna Ellis

5/23

Ryann Olson

5/25

Kaylee Mark

5/26

Cathy Hyman
Caryn Reinholtz

5/27

Charlotte Tewes

5/29

Veronica Miller
Michelle Schultz

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each
month is Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast , 8:00 am at
Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!
St. Peter's Preschool is looking forward to May, but
we loved April! In April, all classes went on a field
trip. The 2's visited the Kidswork Muesum downtown
Frankfort and explored the learning materials, heard
a story, and played with one another! The 3's took a
trip to the Frankfort Fire Department to see what it
is like to be a fireman/woman. The children loved
sitting up in the firetruck! The 4's went to the Frankfort Police
Station. They heard about stranger danger and what a police
person does. We did a walk through of the police station including a
visit to the jail cell!
May will be one busy month for all of our classes! We will welcome
mom's for Mother's Day Tea; dads for Dad's and Donut Day; and
celebrate our year with a Spring Celebration for each class.
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
12 W Sauk Trail
Frankfort, IL 60423
www.stpeters-preschool.com
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, River Enskat-Costeaf,
Cathy Hyman, Alice Janssen, Larry Nice, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Marcella Tewes, Bernice
Voss. Also, all service personnel, including: Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

May Ushers:

Rachael Muenchow, Helen Simpkins

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for May
Missions & Memorials is collecting
Pet food, kitty litter &
Paper towels

In Flanders Fields
By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD
(1872-1918)
Canadian Army

I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Wendy Off
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Preschool Fellowship Hall
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Preschool Fellowship Hall
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Wendy Off
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe
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Rachael Muenchow
Helen Simpkins

Ushers this Month:

May 2022

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

May at a glance:
5/1

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, Communion
K.F.C.
Facilities Committee Meeting, Friendship Room

5/2

7:00 pm

M&M Meeting

5/3

7:00 pm

Membership Meeting

5/4

7:00 pm

Choir

5/8

9:30 am
ALL DAY

Worship
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

5/11

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir
Youth & Family Meeting

5/13

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

5/15

9:30 am

Worship

5/16

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

5/18

7:00 pm

Choir

5/21

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe

5/22

9:30 am

Worship

5/23

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

5/29

9:30 am

Worship

5/30

ALL DAY

MEMORIAL DAY
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