St. Peter’s July KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship, Sunday
school, fellowships, meetings and choir. St. Peter’s Council
strongly recommends the continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

July 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Savior, Christ Jesus, and the One in whose name we worship and serve, the
Living God.
The last two months were, to say the least, quite tumultuous in the Milligan household. Lexx had the flu,
which of course he passed on to me. I had a few days of fever, but I slept the days away. I preached that
Sunday, which in hindsight was not the most prudent choice. The next day Kathy made me go to the
Silver Cross ER, as my condition was worsening. After bloodwork, x-rays, and a CAT scan it was
determined that I had two types of influenza, viral and bacterial pneumonia, and another virus. I was the
lucky one. I was unaware of events surrounding me, leaving Kathy to hear doctors talk about “ICU,”
“intubation,’ and “the next 24 hours…” The medical team decided to see how I responded to the myriad
antibiotics I was receiving before admitting me to the ICU and intubating me. Fortunately, I responded
well enough so that these measures were not necessary. After three days it was determined that I was
‘out of the woods.” After five more interminable days, the doctors discharged me from the hospital, but
with conditions and orders for follow up visits with the specialists.
I should point out that I had previously received all my vaccinations. The doctors told me that getting
vaccinated does not mean that you will not get sick. What they do is ensure that the illness will not be as
severe. The medical team told me that if I had not been vaccinated, things would have “taken a much
darker turn.” So please, be sure to keep up with your yearly vaccinations and boosters.
During this time of fear and worry there was one constant that was invaluable in helping us, especially
Kathy, to cope, which was your constant prayers, love, and support. Every day Kathy would bring in getwell cards that we had received, read me texts and emails sent to her, and play messages left in her voice
mail box. When I got home people supplied delicious meals for the next two weeks. The amount of food
in these meals provided dinners for over three weeks. These provided Kathy with a much needed break
each day. Get-well cards came each day and are still being delivered today. The church council made sure
that ministerial responsibilities were assumed so that I need not concern myself with anything except
recuperating from my illness. I would like to thank Rev. Barb Lohrbach, Rev. Larry McClellan, and Rev.
Tom Norwalk for preaching the Word for the many Sundays I was out of the pulpit.
In the New Testament we read where Jesus told his disciples this story:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:31-40
(continued)
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Pastor Mark, continued...

July 2022

During this trying period, you were the presence of God to us in our times of need. You were the hands
of God, preparing much needed meals and cards of support and love. You were the voice of God,
offering words of comfort and support. You were the arms of God, sharing hugs and loving embraces.
Words cannot express our appreciation for all you did for our family in our time of need. We feel so
blessed to be a part of the St. Peter’s UCC family. We thank God each day for
leading us to this place and to you people.
Blessings and Peace,
The Milligan Family

A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins
Many times, in life as we face various challenges, we say to ourselves, will it ever end? I know
that during this past month I have felt that way several times: the continuing restoration of our
sanctuary, Pastor Mark’s recovery from a serious illness, providing guest pastors to bring
spiritual messages to our congregation, and dealing with the day-to-day challenges of church
business. All have seemed quite overwhelming at times. But something I have learned in dealing
with all these challenges is that no burden is too great when you don’t have to carry it alone.
The restoration project is continuing in the sanctuary. Diprado/Rigali have completed the plaster
repairs and painting. The east and west doors of the “67” wing have been replaced and painted,
along with the flagpole door on the north side of the church. The carpeting project has begun
and will continue for several more weeks. Each day we move closer to the day when it will all be
completed, and we can again worship in our beloved sanctuary. It took the work of many to
fashion the completion of each part of this project. No one person could have gotten us this far.
Pastor Mark continues to make progress in his recovery from a very serious illness.
Many doctors and nurses have aided in this progress, along with the many prayers
of his family, friends, and congregation. His recovery has progressed to the point
where he will again be able to preach on Sunday mornings beginning in July.
The blessing of spiritual guidance for our congregation came from three different
pastors. Rev. Barbara Lohrbach, Rev. Larry McClellan, and Rev. Tom Norwalk. Each of them
brought words of comfort and peace to us each Sunday morning. Along with their messages
came the constant gift of music that is provided by Lisa Kristina. Her music touches our souls
each week. No matter if she is playing our beautiful baby grand piano in the sanctuary or our
magnificent organ, or simply the small piano in the fellowship hall, the power of her music is
always felt.
The business of the church is an ongoing function that takes everyone’s attention. We have
skilled individuals who handle the finances, Wendy in the office who handles all day-to-day
activities, and the church council who makes decisions that affect the work of the church and its
congregation. All these people must bring their time and talents together for the church to be
able to function and do the work God calls us to do.
(continued)
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Helen Simpkins, continued...

July 2022

As we all know life can be challenging and difficult at times. But we never face these
challenges alone. God sees to that by providing what we need and who we need in times of
trouble. We can feel God’s presence in the people who surround us and the gifts that they
bring to us every day. As always, God’s presence has surrounded me and all of us at St.
Peter’s as we have gone through our latest challenges, and I know that God will be with us
always in whatever is to come. So, as we continue to move forward in doing the work of St.
Peter’s, let us never forget that together we can carry any burden
because we are not alone. God will provide all we need! Believe in
the promises of God!
Helen

Join St. Peter’s this summer
for worship in the Fellowship
Hall. Grab a cup of coffee, a
snack and come worship
with us.

Frankfort 4th of July
Celebration
Monday, July 4th
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Main Park
Live Band: Sundance
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CONTINUED...
7/1

Jennie Klier
Delores Kratzenberg

7/30

Lucas Hellriegel
Audrey Huff

7/31

Mark Milligan

7/3

Judith Hageman
Warren Klier
Maxwell Wieclaw

7/4

Gail McLean
Dawn Doogan-Olson

7/5

Mia Boldrey

7/3/2015

Carson & Christine Cleveland

7/6

Blair Baker

7/8/1967

David & Marla Bettenhausen

7/7

Sten Fleck
Mary Ann Morrison

7/11/1981

James Wahl & Donna Ellis

7/12/2003

Roger & Cari Clousing

7/8

Henry Grunert
James Hellrung

7/13/2013

Jeremy & Jill Bishop

7/16/1994

Paul & Marcia Dalen

7/9

Nathan Bishop
Sheila Vaughn

7/17/1972

Steve & Nancy Bennett

7/23/2005

Josh & Kylene McGarry

7/10

Leanne Kolar

7/26/1970

Keith & Teri Schram

7/30/1983

Rick & Andrea Johnson

7/12

John Perish

7/31/1976

Warren & Linda Klier

7/14

Delores Krohn

7/15

Harvey O’Connell
Henry O’Connell

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

7/16

Andrea Johnson

7/20

Leora Batson

7/22

Jake Lee

7/25

Jerry Nissen
Joan Nissen
Evie Spies

7/26

Steve Comstock
William Spies

We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!

7/28

Brett Warning

7/29

Clay Cleveland
Geoff Lucas

You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now
during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and
have implemented online giving!

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Ralph Eisenbrandt,
River Enskat-Costeaf, Cathy Hyman, Alice Janssen,
Rev. Mark Milligan, Larry Nice, Helen Rachford, John
Schneider, Dianne Schultz, Marcella Tewes, Bernice
Voss. Also, all service personnel, including: Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

July Ushers:

Kate Dougherty, Joey Sparenberg

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for JULY missions & Memorials is collecting:

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Garbage bags
Paper towels
Salt & pepper

Musings by Eleanore:
“Honesty is the first chapter of the
book of wisdom,
‘Provide things honest in the
sight of all men’”
Proverbs 17:22

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each
month is Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast , 8:00 am at
Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Worship 9:30am

31

Wendy Off

25

24

Worship 9:30am

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
“Laity Sunday”

11

O N

18

M

17

Bluegrass Fest Parking
10am-4:30pm

Worship 9:30am

10

Worship 9:30am

S

Masks are Optional.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

VBS
9:30-11:30am

VBS
9:30-11:30am
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KEY Articles DUE

22

Council Reports DUE
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30

23

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

16

Bluegrass Fest Parking
10am-8pm

S

Kate Dougherty
Joey Sparenberg

Ushers this Month:

J u ly 2 0 2 2

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

July at a glance:
7/3

9:30 am

Worship

7/4

All Day

4th of July
Office Closed

7/9

10:00 am

Bluegrass Fest Parking

7/10

9:30 am
10:00 am

Worship
Bluegrass Fest Parking

7/12

9:30 am

Vacation Bible School

7/13

9:30 am
6:00 pm

Vacation Bible School
Worship & Music Meeting

7/15

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

7/16

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

7/17

9:30 am

Worship, Laity Sunday

7/18

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

7/22

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

7/24

9:30 am

Worship

7/31

9:30 am

Worship
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