St. Peter’s January KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

January 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One whose natal star led the magi to find the King of King, Lord of Lords,
Prince of Peace.
For many centuries the letters “AD” would follow the year when referring to a date; for example, January
1, 2022, AD. The “AD” was an abbreviation for the Latin “anno domini” – the Year of Our Lord. This dating
system was adopted by Christians who decided that history would be divided into two eras – before (BC)
and after (AD) Christ’s birth. This system worked great, until it was discovered that Jesus was born circa 4
BC, which led to the inevitable question – how could Christ be born Before Christ? Historians then
redefined a point “0” that ushered in what is referred to as the “common era.” All dates prior, are
designated as “BCE” (before the Common Era) and dates subsequent to that time are shown as CE
(Common Era). There are a myriad of other reasons why this change has occurred, not the least being that
there are a great number of people in the world for whom the birth of Jesus holds little, if any, importance.
While I agree with the scientific and pluralistic rationale for using the designations “BCE” and “CE” when
referring to dates, there is something of great theological significance that is all too often overlooked.
For we who profess Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior; who have come to know God through the birth,
life, death and resurrection of Jesus; who know the eternal power and presence of the Living God; every
year is the Year of Our Lord. Every month is the Month of Our Lord. Every day is the Day of Our Lord. Every
breath we take is the Breath of Our Lord. From the moment of our baptism into the communion of saints
our lives cease to be ours, as we freely offer them in service to God in the name of our Savior, Christ Jesus.
Each day becomes an opportunity to praise, worship, thank and serve God. Each year becomes not ours,
but rather “the Year of Our Lord;” a year in which we strive to more faithfully respond to God’s call in our
life.
A few weeks ago, we shared the photographs taken by members of St. Peter’s UCC that showed the many
and varied faces, places and situations where people were aware of the presence of the Holy in the
seemingly ordinary events of everyday life. These photos brought to life the words of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, “that God is, not was; that God speaks, not spoke.”
As we usher in a New Year let us acknowledge, by our words, and especially by our deeds, that this is the
Year of Our Lord. Let us be aware of the presence of God in every face we see, in every situation we
encounter. Let us be ready to seize, with eager hands and hearts, every opportunity for ministry and
service. Let us, to paraphrase the psalmist, shout loudly and boldly:
This is the year that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen

January 2022

Just when we thought that we were rounding the corner in fighting COVID, here came all
the variants. St. Peter’s is doing everything we can to remain a safe place to worship our
Heavenly Father. If you feel safe to be out & about, please bring your mask and join us each
Sunday morning for worship.
This past year, 2021, was a very good year for St. Peter’s. We are anxiously awaiting the
many repairs and renovations that will be happening to our already beautiful facility. This could
be one of the most ‘interesting’ years for us. The council has spent a great deal of time
researching and deliberating on all the work that will take place beginning in the very near future.
You will definitely be kept up to date with the schedule of the work to be done.
One item that we have been talking about for the last couple of years,
with no luck, is the need for additional Sunday school teachers. We have had
limited to no response to our campaign for help. We are blessed that our class
sizes have grown to the point that we need to create an additional classroom.
Maybe you could team teach with another person? If you are interested or just
want to consider it and want more information, please contact Cathy Dutro or
Jennifer Stephen.
Let’s all get together & work towards making 2022 one of the most
exciting years for Christ’s church here at St. Peter’s!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a winter book club. The book will be
read during the depths of winter while you’re sitting in front of a fire,
sipping some hot chocolate, possibly while you’re in a relaxing
bath….wherever your heart desires.
Then on a Sunday in February (watch upcoming KEY and bulletins for
the exact date), following worship service and few moments at “Coffee
And…”, we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts about this book. Currently
that meeting is scheduled to be held in the Friendship Room but we’ll
have to wait and see based on the mitigations in place at that time.
The book chosen to be read is Christmas Cake by Lynne Hinton, the fourth in the Hope Springs
series. Following is a summary/introduction to the book:
Come back to Hope Springs, for a tasty holiday treat. Margaret’s cancer has returned, and all she wants for
Christmas is to take a trip out West to relive family memories and visit her dear friend Charlotte. So her Hope
Springs Church friends gather together to make sure the trip goes off without a hitch. And over the course of a
remarkable journey they discover the greatest Christmas gift of all: eternal friendship.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in slightlyused condition for $6.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro
(815-469-3788) by January 9th and let them know that you would like one and we will get it to you
ASAP so you can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book about life, loss, love, and
enduring friendships.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you in February!
The fun and special times
of December did not
disappoint! In the classroom
we saw the excitement of
elves and Santa along with
the lists of what Santa
should leave under the tree.
We also felt the love of
God as the
children celebrated the birth of Jesus– our
first Christmas many years ago!
January will be a winter wonderland–
hopefully enough snow to make the winter
one of fun and beauty. It is also the time of
registration for 2022-23 school year. Please
visit our website for the time new families
and church members can
register www.stpeters-preschool.com
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1/1

Kari Fleck
Alyssa Kandow

1/4

Calvin Baker
Luke Pomes
Paula Shapiro

1/5

Roger Clousing
Mason Cummins

1/6

Cathleen Dutro
Lester Janssen

1/10

Donald Cranfill
Shea Kimsey
Colin Olson
Holly Scaletta

1/16

Josh McGarry
Bernice Voss

1/21

Kaitlyn Clousing
Dean Haack
Kathy Lattz

1/20/1978

Tom & Paul Shapiro

1/29/1966

Dean & Barbara Haack

Musings by Eleanore …

1/24

Sheri Kimsey

1/25

Lyla Kimsey
Dianne Schultz

1/26

James Donovan
Kelly Enskat
Norma Nelson

“He who conquers others is strong.
He who conquers himself is mighty.”

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional
ways members could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and have
implemented online giving!
We are using a company called
VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number
(Give by Text number: 833-623-0447)
, a phone app GivePlus), and soon on our website . It’s like having your
own “Donate Now” button!

1/28

Shannon Edmondson
David Kandow

You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This
option will still continue!

1/29

Justin Belt
Jennifer Lucas
Lyle Tewes

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in
the plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope
- just put a note on the flap - online donation!

1/30

Amy Inka
Lori Wieclaw

1/31

Kristal Belt
Kim Comstock
Linda Klier
Barbara Paul
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Karen
DePorto, River Enskat-Costeaf, Cathy Hyman, Alice
Janssen, Larry Nice, Helen Rachford, Ernie Rohr, John
Schneider, Marcella Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank God
for all answered prayers!

January Ushers:

Chip Krusemark & Darrell Stephen
for January
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Soup & crackers

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon

I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Kathy and I would like to thank the St. Peter’s UCC
Women’s Fellowship for the gracious gift they
presented us at their annual Christmas party. Thank
you also for a lovely evening and your continued
faithful service to our church family.
We would also like to thank the Council and
Congregation of St. Peter’s UCC for the generous and
loving gift given to us this Christmas. We are so
grateful for your constant love and support as we
strive together to faithfully serve God and God’s holy
creation. We are truly blessed to be a part of the
St. Peter’s UCC family.
Pastor Mark
Thank you to Women’s Fellowship, Church
Council and the Congregation of St. Peter’s for
their generous gifts this Christmas season.
It’s been a pleasure working for you these
past 11 years.
May God bless you all in 2022.
Wendy Marotta
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KEY Articles DUE
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Worship 9:30am

30

Congregational Meeting

Worship 9:30am

24

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
- Office Closed

Council Meeting, 7pm

23

I.M.P.A.C.T. 1:00pm

Worship 9:30am
K.F.C. 10:30am

17

Choir 7pm
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Epiphany
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Choir 7pm

19

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

12

Choir 7pm

W
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Choir 7pm
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WF Planning Committee
Meeting

Ministry/Committee End
of Year Reports DUE
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Worship 9:30am

M&M Meeting 7pm
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Worship 9:30am
Communion

M
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Masks are required during
worship. Thank You.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net

14

7

R I

28

21

Council Reports DUE
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15

8

1

A T

29

22

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

S

Chip Krusemark
Darrell Stephen

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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January at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING WORSHIP.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
1/1/22

All Day

Happy New Year!!!!

1/2/22

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

1/3/22

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

1/5/22

7:00 pm

Choir

1/6/22

All Day

Epiphany

1/9/22

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Women’s Fellowship Planning Commission
Meeting

1/10/22

9:00 am

Ministry/Committee Year End Reports DUE

1/12/22

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir

1/14/22

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

1/15/22

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast - Kup-a-Joe

1/16/22

9:30 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm

1/17/22

All Day
7:00 pm

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Office Closed
Council Meeting

1/19/22

7:00 pm

Choir

1/23/22

9:30 am

Worship

1/24/22

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

1/26/22

7:00 pm

Choir

1/30/22

9:00 am

Worship
Congregational Meeting

Worship
K.F.C.
I.M.P.A.C.T.
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