St. Peter’s March KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL 60423
Office:815-469-2220
Pastor Mark e-mail: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE:
AS OF FEBRUARY 28, Masks are optional at St. Peter’s
UCC for worship, Sunday school, fellowships, meetings
and choir. St. Peter’s Council strongly recommends the
continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

March 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One who was, who is, and who will always be the Living God.
So far this year we have been living through a winter that has seen more snow fall, lower temperatures,
and cloudier days than we are accustomed. Just the other day I was talking with someone who told me
that she would “go crazy” if she didn’t soon see the sun. The bleakness and dreariness of winter was
beginning to weigh upon her soul in a way that was causing a real physical discomfort. We can address the
cold of winter by insulating ourselves in artificial cocoons of warmth we create in our homes, offices, and
cars; but we can do very little to escape the gloom and desolation that comes when we are continually
wrapped in a shroud of sunless days.
For many of us winter is a season to endure, and if possible, to escape altogether. Many people will uproot
their lives, and the lives of their family, to move (even temporarily) to a location where the biting cold and
lifeless dark of winter will not intrude (although at one point this winter the blanket of cold and ice
covered the entire U.S.). Many of us want to go from fall to spring without experiencing the cold and dark
of winter. We forget that winter plays an integral role in the flow of the seasons. It is a time of hibernation;
a time when the world goes dormant, gathering energy for the burst of life that follows in the upcoming
spring. Winter gives us a chance to gather ourselves and reflect on events of the past, as we prepare for
what is to come.
Just as many people will go to great lengths to avoid the sting of winter, so too will many seek to isolate
themselves from the dark season of Lent. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and continues for six weeks,
ending on Easter morn. It is a time of piety, spiritual reflection, abstinence, alms giving, and penitence.
Lent is the season of the liturgical year when we as Christians are called to deal with issues of our mortality
and the sinful choices we continually make.
The origin of Lent is found in the pericope (short passage) related to us in Mark 1:12-13, Mathew 4:1-11,
and Luke 4:1-13; this is the story of Jesus being tempted by Satan. In the narrative we read that
immediately following his baptism the Spirit led Jesus into the desert where he fasted, prayed, and faced
the temptations of the power that was at his disposal. For Jesus these forty days would have been a period
of extreme hunger and thirst, pain and suffering as he struggled to subjugate the demands of the flesh, so
that he might come to that place where he could completely and freely give himself over to serve God as
he was called. This was a life changing event in the life of Jesus. Without this period of sacrifice and
temptation, Jesus would have been unable to face and overcome the many trials, frustrations, and
tribulations he would experience during his subsequent life and ministry.
Unfortunately, the season of Lent has become a watered-down version of how it began. The tradition finds
its origins in the 6th century of the Common Era. Lent was a time for people to prepare themselves for the
resurrection of Christ, much like the season of Advent prepares the faithful for the birth of Christ. Lent was
considered to be a time for penitence (confession and repentance), sacrifice (fasting and abstaining),
contemplation (reflection and meditation on Scripture and the life of Christ), and prayer (seven times each
day). During Lent Christians would fast Monday through Saturday until 3:00pm. At this time the fast would
be broken and people could partake of the evening meal. The Sundays of Lent were not considered days
for fasting and sacrifice, so often people would have elaborate meals to celebrate the Lord’s Day. It was
the accepted practice that Christians would abstain from eating meat on the Fridays of Lent (a practice
that led to meatless Fridays throughout the year).
(continued)
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From the Pastor, continued...

March 2022

Today, what was once expected of all Christians has become a mere suggestion. In our world of
instant gratification, the Lenten idea of sacrifice, in any way or form, seems to be foreign and
unfathomable. I believe the way an overwhelming number of Christians view the Lenten season is a
microcosm of why Christianity is being overtaken by other religions in the world. While other faith
traditions have expectations and requirements of the faithful, we treat ours as mere options. We are
losing the understanding that we are obligated to act in certain ways if we are to call ourselves
disciples of Christ.
Jesus calls us to live the example he provided. Jesus did not only live and minister in the blossoming
of spring, or the warmth of summer, or the crisp beauty of fall; no, Jesus also faced the bleakness and
bitterness of winter. He did not go from preaching, teaching and healing on this earth directly to
heaven and his place of glory at God’s right hand; no, Jesus faced the torture and pain of ridicule,
beatings, and crucifixion.
If we are to truly understand and fully appreciate the joy of Easter, we must experience and live the
season of Lent. I pray that we all might allow ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit--the same Spirit
that guided and protected Jesus during his forty days of trial and tribulation and gave him the
strength and courage to trust and serve God to the very end -- so that we may come to that place
where we too can stand and boldly proclaim – Here Am I, Lord. Send me. I am ready
to trust and obey.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins
At the last council meeting, held on February 21st, I was asked to accept the office of
President of the church council. It was something that required much prayerful consideration
on my part, but I have chosen, with the help of God, to accept that position. I fully understand
the immense responsibility that this office holds. I was always in awe of how amazingly Darrell
Stephen led the council and the congregation during his many terms as president throughout
the years. His are shoes that I will never be able to fill, but he set an example for me of what
good leadership looks like. I promise you that I will do my best, to live up to the office of
president of church council. And, will always prayerfully rely on God’s wisdom to lead St.
Peter’s and its congregation in all of the work that we do.
In 2022 we are embarking on a new church year, filled with new possibilities of how we
can best serve God in the work of our church, our community, and our world. We are also
continuing the daunting project of our church restoration. Many pieces of this project are still
waiting to begin. But, with the support of our congregation, and the leadership of the church
council, especially the facilities chairperson Dave Dutro, we will patiently and prayerfully see
this project through to fruition. Our church building has stood proudly since 1915, as a symbol
of God’s presence in our community. It has shown the strength of brothers and sisters in Christ,
who work together to share God’s word and His work with all people. I pray that following the
restoration of our magnificent church building, it will stand for another hundred years.
(continued)
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins, continued

March 2022

The contribution of our exiting council members will be truly missed. Darrell Stephen,
Bruce Willie, and Dianne Schultz gave tireless dedication to the work of the church that they
love. Their voices on council will be missed, and I personally want to thank them for their
loving service to our church. But, as one door closes, another opens. We have three new
council members who will now share their voices and dedication to the work of St. Peter’s.
They are Grant Deady, Joey Sparenberg, and Diane Creer. We welcome them to our church
council, and look forward to the many contributions they will bring.
At St. Peter’s our blessings are abundant. I have always believed that to those who
are given much, much is expected. God has provided us with resources beyond anything we
could have ever imagined. Each of us needs to pray for the wisdom and courage to use what
we have been given, by God, to the best of our abilities. And, also, please pray for the
members of your church council. Ask God to help lead them in their decision making, so
that God’s word is reflected in all that they do.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Helen Simpkins

K.F.C. YOUTH GROUP SAYS “THANK YOU”
The K.F.C. youth group would like to say “THANK YOU” to
everyone who purchased and donated to our service project of
selling candy bars to raise funds for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. With your help, we were able to send
$450 to them so that they can continue to help kids like us and their
families. What a blessing it is that St. Peter’s showed the love of
Christ to others in this way.
Thanks again!!

LENTEN SERVICES: Wednesday, March 2, 7:00 pm will be the Ash
Wednesday Service. The service will include the Imposition of Ashes and
communion.
The following six Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, we will have a Lenten series on the
Fruits of the Spirit. The services will be concluded by 7:15 pm. Please make
plans to attend these services as we celebrate the holy season of Lent.
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EASTER FLOWERS
St. Peter’s Church is, once again, offering the congregation the opportunity to purchase
Easter flowers through the church.
The plants will be available at a cost of $9.00 per plant. The flowers will be delivered to the
church in time for Easter Sunday. You will be able to pick your flowers up after the Easter
worship service.
Please fill out the bottom of this sheet and return it to the church office, or place it in the
offering plate on or before March 27, 2022.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME______________________________________
PLANT TYPE:

# of Plants _____

(please circle one)
Lily

Total Cost @ $9.00 per plant

Tulip
$___________

Hyacinth
Check #_______

Make checks payable to St. Peter’s UCC
Message you would like printed in the bulletin Easter Sunday:

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
March 5
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Founders Community Center
140 Oak Street
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Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Movie Night
Join us on Tuesday night, March 22nd, from 6:30-8:30 PM in
Fellowship Hall to watch and discuss a movie whose title is yet
to be determined. Watch weekly bulletins for more details
about the movie chosen.
Movie nights have been a popular function of Women’s Fellowship. While, in the
past, we never required an RSVP, with the current health situation, we feel it is
necessary now to allow for appropriate space. If you are interested in joining us,
please let Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) know by
Sunday, March 20th so that we can ensure there is room for everyone. Hope to hear
from you and see you March 22nd!

Women’s Fellowship is looking for women interested in being
officers. If you are interested in being the President, VicePresident, Secretary, or Treasurer of the women’s group, please
contact the church office by Sunday, March 13th and let the
secretary know which office you are interested in taking. An
election will be held at a brief Women’s Fellowship meeting at
6:30 on March 22nd. An announcement will be made at
worship service on 03/20/22 as to the slate of candidates.
Please prayerfully consider assuming one of these leadership
roles.

Dear Friends,
Once again, heartfelt thanks are in
order for your generous donation of
$900. Mokena-Marley FISH Outreach is so very grateful for the
monetary support provided by St.
Peter’s Women’s Fellowship on a
regular basis. You are the best!!!
A happy, healthy 2022 to you all.
Barb Cottingham, Secretary

Easter Worship
Services
4/17/22
7:00 am
9:30 am
There will be a catered Easter
breakfast at 8:00 am. Reservations
are required. Prices are as follow:
$10/person
Children under 10 - free
$25 maximum per family
Please call the office to make
your reservation
815-469-2220
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3/1

Dan Fleck

3/3

Craig Schultz

3/7

Jason Kimsey

3/10

Emmie Wieclaw

3/11

Angel Delgau

3/12

Roger Rainford

3/16

Mickey Boyd

3/17

Ayden Bettenhausen

3/18

Cari Clousing
Patricia Schroeder
Barbara Srncik
Sylvia Tewes

3/19

Steve Bennett
Lois DePorto

3/21

Kennedi Cleveland

3/22

Sandra Donovan

3/23

Cheryl Ber
Jimmy Ber

3/24

Marla Bettenhausen
Michael Hossbach
Brad White

3/25

James Wahl

3/26

Amy Goldsmith
Carol Heilstedt

3/27

Jackson Boldrey

3/29

Sherri Bracken

3/30

Hanna Clousing
Susan Jensen

3/31

Alexa Goldsmith
Dustin Oltman

3/21/1992

Scott & Denise Bettenhausen

3/31/2012

Eric & Annie Wilhelmi

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional
ways members could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and have
implemented online giving!
We are using a company called
VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number
(Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) ,
It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This
option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in
the plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope
- just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson, River
Enskat-Costeaf, Cathy Hyman, Alice Janssen, Larry
Nice, Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Marcella
Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also, all service personnel,
including: Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland,
LTC Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private
Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs
and requests. Thank God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

March Ushers:

David Dutro

Helen Simpkins

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for March
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Salad dressing
Salt & pepper
And sugar

St. Peter's Preschoolers and staff
enjoyed the February winter days
-- we even had some warm cozy
snow days at home! In the
classroom we spent time learning
about friends, love, and
Valentine's day. The children
loved sharing special valentine's
with their classmates! Parents
helped us celebrate the special
day by helping at our parties with games and crafts.
February is also the month we celebrate
Grandparent's Day at St. Peter's Preschool. Each
class created a special keepsake for grandparents
and we recorded a video for those we love singing a
few special songs!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
12 W Sauk Trail
Frankfort, IL 60423
www.stpeters-preschool.com

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each month is
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at
8:00 am at Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.
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Worship 9:30am
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Easter Flower Orders DUE

K.F.C. 10:30am

Worship 9:30am
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M&M Meeting 7pm
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Worship 9:30am

Daylight Savings Time Begins
“Spring Ahead”
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Worship 9:30am
First Sunday in Lent
Communion
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
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Women’s Fellowship Movie
Night 6:30pm
Fellowship Hall
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Choir 7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm

30

Choir 7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm

23

Choir 7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm

16

Choir 7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
6:30pm
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Choir 8pm

ASH WEDNESDAY
Service 7pm

W
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24

Membership Meeting 7pm

T

18

11

4
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24

Council Reports DUE

F
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19

12
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe
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David Dutro
Helen Simpkins

Ushers this Month:

March 2022

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

March at a glance:
3/2

7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Service
Choir

3/6

9:30 am

Worship, Communion
First Sunday in Lent

3/7

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Ministry Meeting

3/9

6:30 pm
7:15pm

Lenten Series Worship
Choir

3/13

2:00 am
9:30 am

Daylight Savings Time Begins
“Spring Ahead”
Worship

3/16

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Series Worship
Choir

3/17

ALL DAY
7:00 pm

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Membership Ministry Meeting

3/18

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

3/19

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe

3/20

9:30 am
1:00 pm

Worship
I.M.P.A.C.T.

3/21

9:00 am
7:00 pm

KEY Articles DUE
Council Meeting

3/22

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Movie Night
Fellowship Hall

3/23

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Series Worship
Choir

3/27

9:30 am
10:30 am

3/30

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Worship
K.F.C.
Easter Flower Orders DUE
Lenten Series Worship
Choir
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