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“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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Pastor Mark e-mail: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Instagram: stpetersfrankfort
Facebook: St. Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort

PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship,
Sunday school, fellowships, meetings and choir.
St. Peter’s Council strongly recommends the
continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

September 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, in whose divine image we were and are created.
“In the beginning…” The opening words of the Torah, the law of God as revealed to Moses and recorded
in the first five books of the Hebrew scriptures. This text is held to be sacred by the three Abrahamic faiths:
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. It tells the story of how God brought forth all that is, was, and ever will be
through the power of God’s words. When we read this story, we can see that God was very deliberate and
methodical in the act of creation:
Day 1: Light
Day 2: Atmosphere / Firmament
Day 3: Dry ground & plants
Day 4: Sun, moon & stars
Day 5: Birds & sea creatures
Day 6: Land animals & humans
Day 7: The Sabbath of rest
We see that each day builds upon the previous day in such a way that we can see the relationships and
dependency God intends between all aspects of God’s glorious creation. This culminates when God created
humanity in the image of God.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth.”
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
A study of the verb “to have dominion" reveals that it must be understood in terms of care-giving, even
nurturing, not exploitation. As the image of God, human beings should relate to the nonhuman as God
relates to them. The command to “subdue the earth” focuses on the earth, particularly cultivation… More
generally, “subduing” involves development in the created order. This process offers to the human being
the task of intra-creational development, of bringing the world along to its fullest possible creational
potential. (NIBC, vol. 1)
At its completion God pronounces each day good. Only when the whole community of interdependent
creatures and parts work together to foster life and blessing that God pronounces it all as "very good."
(NIOVC, pg.4)
We need to realize that God never intended humanity to be the masters of creation. Rather, God created us
to be faithful and loving stewards, honoring and nurturing every aspect of creation. When we exploit
creation, we dishonor God. We must understand that all creation, not just humanity, reflects the aweinspiring power of God. As such, we, as people of faith, are called to treat all of creation, the moon and the
stars, the skies and the oceans, the mountains and valleys, the fields and flowers, the birds of the skies and
the creatures of the seas, the animals that creep and crawl, and God’s children, our sisters and brothers with
respect, compassion, and love. This is the way we can best serve God and offer our praise and thanks.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins
As the summer draws to an end the beauty of fall will begin. And nowhere will that be more
apparent than inside of our church. The work of restoring our sanctuary has finally been
completed. It has been four long months since the work began with the removal of the organ
pipes. This week the organ pipes have been reinstalled, which marks the completion of a very
successful restoration. It has taken much hard work, many prayers, and God’s constant
presence, to bring this to fruition. Its beauty is now more than we could have ever imagined, as
new life was breathed into the sanctuary of St. Peter’s.
Our first Sunday back in our beloved sanctuary with be
September 11th. We will celebrate Holy communion, the adult
choir will return to enhance our worship service with their
spiritual music, and Lisa Kristina will again be able to fill the
sanctuary with the beauty of her music on our baby grand piano
and our incredible organ. It will be a glorious Sunday and I know
that as you enter the sanctuary on September 11th each of you
will feel God’s presence in everything you see, hear, and do.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY

OUTDOOR FALL CLEAN-UP DAY!
It is hard to believe that the summer season is
coming to an end. It seems like we just held a
spring clean-up day. But soon the temperatures
will start to get cooler, and our days will grow
shorter. Our beautiful flowers will lose their
blooms and begin to turn brown. So, it is time to
clean-up our flower beds and cut down our plants
to help them all prepare for winter.
WHEN: Saturday, September 24th
TIME: 8:00am. – 12:00pm.
So, grab your trimmers, gardening tools, rakes, or
anything else you think we might need and head
to St. Peter’s on September 24th. There will be jobs
for young and old alike. But, most importantly,
along with the hard work will come the fun of
Christian fellowship among your church family
members!

This December 31st will be
the last day for our beloved
church secretary, Wendy
Marotta. She and her
husband, Dennis, will be
moving to the quiet foothills
in Southeast Missouri. We
will be searching for
someone to fill the position
of St. Peter’s United Church
of Christ Office Secretary. If
you are interested, please
contact Helen Simpkins or
Chip Krusemark for more
information.

Water and treats will be available.
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St. Peter's Preschool is close to opening the doors for the 2022-23 school year! At
the end of August we will have our teacher institute days and parent orientation
days. Then after Labor Day, we will greet all the children at Meet the Teacher Day
and then be ready for the first day of class!
This year our classroom themes include the farm in the 2's classroom; owls in the 3's
two day class; frogs in the 3's four day class, the
ocean in Miss Brandi's 4's; the forest in Miss
Jenna's 4's; and the jungle in Mrs. B's 4's.
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher

" the time for singing has come. ."
Our adult choir will resume rehearsing on Wed Sept.7 with a 6:30 meet and greet
( and have a snack) in the fellowship hall before rehearsing from 7:00-8:15.
We invite anyone who loves to sing,either a new or former member to join us. No audition
necessary.
We look forward to singing in our reconstructed and enlarged choir loft, thanks to the skill and
servant heart of Joey Sparenberg.
With bright lighting and a newly renovated sanctuary,it should be a glorious
time to praise God in song. We can promise you a warm welcome and an
exciting season of singing twice a month.
Please prayerfully consider joining our choir family. That would be a blessing
to all of us.
If you have any questions, just call or text Shirley Drobnak, our choir director,
@ (708) 704-6906.
SAVE THE DATE!!
We are a local historic landmark. Our brick tuckpointed, our doors painted. Our sanctuary updated with
new wiring, paint, flooring, carpeting, and choir loft.
It is time to celebrate!!
St. Peter’s will host a re-dedication and plaque ceremony/open house on Sunday, October 16, after
worship from 11-2 pm. After a brief ceremony commemorating our historic landmark plaque, we will
open our “new” church to our community with music performed by Lisa Kristina and a light lunch in the
Fellowship Hall. We are proudly inviting guests into our church to see what has been accomplished.
We respectfully request that everyone help with this celebratory event. Greeters are needed at all
entrances. Bakers are needed to make desserts. Kitchen help is required to set-up and clean-up is needed.
A few “roving” guides could help direct guests and answer questions. This is an opportunity for our
membership to proudly re-dedicate ourselves as members of this faith community.
Please leave your name in the office or contact one of your Membership
Committee friends to tell us you can help.
Lori and Chip Krusemark, Brenda Sparenberg, Grant Deady and Marcia Steward
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Michelle Cano
Jerry Warning

9/1/1996

Alan & Laura Batson

9/3/1994

Robert & Susan Lynch

Ryan Comstock
Taylor Krusemark

9/7/1974

Robert & Dianne Schultz

9/10/1950

Dale & Delores Krohn

9/3

Nicole Kurucar

9/10/2016

Dustin & Sara Oltman

9/6

Rick Johnson

9/13/1975

Mark & Kathy Milligan

9/18/2009

Cade & Kathryn Cummins

9/7

Maisie Egner

9/21/1990

Ken & Kim Capps

9/8

Tippi Graham

9/23/1961

Milton & Leora Batson

9/9

Beverly Carlson
Runi Fleck

9/26/1967

Terry & Patricia Schroeder

9/10

Robert Lynch

9/11

Grant Deady

9/13

Tamara Baumgartner

9/15

Nicklaus Batson
Andrea Boldrey

9/17

Jessica Baker
David Delgau

9/1
9/2

9/18

David Bettenhausen

9/19

Cathy Jo dolgner
Kevin Gustafson
Penne Scaletta

WE ARE SOCIALLY ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
CHECK US OUT!
Webpage – stpetersfrankfort.org
Facebook – St Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort
Instagram – stpetersfrankfort – We encourage you to
send your photos to Mary Beth at 7082546889
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now
during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and
have implemented online giving!

9/20

Kathryn Cummins
Soren Fleck
Nicole Hellriegel

9/21

David Dutro

9/22

Stephen Senesac

We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!

9/23

Gehrig Batson

You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

9/27

James Holland
Chip Krusemark

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!
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September Ushers:

In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Cathy
Hyman, Alice Janssen, George Kratzenberg, Larry
Nice, Margie Norman, John Schneider, Dianne Schultz,
Marcella Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson
Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel,
Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous
needs and requests. Thank God for all answered
prayers!

Diane Creer
Judy Hageman

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for SEPTEMBER missions &
Memorials Is collecting:
Soup & crackers

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Musings by Eleanore:
“Some people succeed because they
are destined to, but most people
succeed because they are
determined to.”

I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each
month is Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast , 8:00 am at
Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

We’re back in the Sanctuary (almost)!!!
Join us Sunday, September 11 for the
re-opening of St. Peter’s beautiful
Sanctuary!

Dear St. Peter’s Members,
I am so grateful to all of you who sent me birthday cards
with well wishes for my 95th birthday.
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated and I thank
you for helping to make my birthday so memorable.
Each one of you are near and dear to my heart and I have
many wonderful memories of times past with you.
Thanks again.
With love and a prayer
Maria Smith
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Council Meeting, 7pm

26

Worship 9:30am
Amelia Hybert Baptism

25

WF Book Club 10:45-FR

Worship 9:30am
Emma Miller Baptism

19

M&M Meeting 7pm

12

Fall Fest Parking

M

18

First Worship Back in
Sanctuary
Worship 9:30am
Communion
9/11 Remembrance

11

Fall Fest Parking

Worship 9:30am

S

Masks are Optional.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Choir 7pm

AA Meeting 7pm

Preschool Staff Meeting
8am-2pm
AA Meeting 7pm

Choir 7pm

28

27

KEY Articles DUE

21

Choir 7pm

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

14

Choir 7pm

First Day of Preschool

W

20

AA Meeting 7pm

13

AA Meeting 7pm

Preschool -Meet the
Teacher

T

T

29

22

15

8

1

H U

30

23

Council Reports DUE

16

9

Fall Outdoor Clean-Up
Day
8a-12p

24

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

17

10

Fall Fest Parking

Fall Fest Parking

S A T
3

R I

2

F

2022

Diane Creer
Judy Hageman

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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September at a glance:
Friday
9/2

4:00 pm

Fall Fest Parking

Saturday

9/3

7:30 am

Fall Fest Parking

Sunday

9/4

7:30 am
9:30 am

Fall Fest Parking
Worship

Monday

9/5

All Day
7:30 am

Labor Day, Office Closed
Fall Fest Parking

Tuesday

9/6

9:30 am
7:00 pm

Preschool Meet the Teacher
AA Meeting, 2nd floor

Wednesday

9/7

9:00 am
7:00 pm

First day of Preschool
Choir

Sunday

9/11

9:30 am

Worship - SANCTUARY
Communion/9.11 Remembrance

Monday

9/12

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

Tuesday

9/13

7:00 pm

AA Meeting, 2nd floor

Wednesday

9/14

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir

Friday

9/16

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

Saturday

9/17

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Kup-a-Joe

Sunday

9/18

9:30 am

Worship, Baptism

Monday

9/19

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

Tuesday

9/20

7:00 pm

AA Meeting, 2nd floor

Wednesday

9/21

9:00 am
7:00 pm

KEY Articles DUE
Choir

Saturday

9/24

8:00 am

Fall Outdoor Clean-up Day

Sunday

9/25

9:30 am
10:45 am

Tuesday

9/27

7:00 pm

AA Meeting, 2nd floor

Wednesday

9/28

7:00 pm

Choir

Worship, Baptism
Women’s Fellowship Book Club
Friendship Room
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