St. Peter’s November KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher

Inside this issue:

November 2022

Pastor Mark Milligan

Page 2

Council President, Helen Simpkins, I am
Thankful for …Eleanore Stewart

Page 3

St. Peter’s Preschool, FISH Giving Tree,
St. Peter’s Gardeners Market, M&E Thank You,

Page 4

Birthday’s/Anniversaries, Social Media, Vanco,
Office Hours, Pastor Mark’s email

Page 5

In our Prayers, “Mugging”, Communication,
Amazon Smile, Help Wanted-Secretary, November
Ushers-Coffee And...Thank You’s, Men’s
Fellowship Breakfast, M&M Collection, Choir invite

Page 6

November Calendar

Page 7

November at a Glance

Page 8

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL 60423
Office:815-469-2220
Pastor Mark e-mail: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Instagram: stpetersfrankfort
Facebook: St. Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort

PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship,
Sunday school, fellowships, meetings and choir.
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

November 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, the giver of every good and perfect gift.
It is definitely fall outside. The wind is blowing through the trees causing the leaves to come fluttering down and
blanket the ground with a covering of beautiful hues. The geese are flying overhead sounding their good-byes as
they wing to spots reserved for the cold months to come. Members and friends are coming to worship services
with their jackets pulled tight and we are already talking about when spring will come. Yes, it is definitely fall
outside; and this means that Thanksgiving will soon be upon us. Already Kathy and I have begun to make a list
of what we will serve on that glorious feast day, as if there is any change. Each time I go to the grocery store I
purchase one or two of the essentials for the Thanksgiving feast. I store them in the back cupboard, not unlike
the squirrels who are outside gathering and storing nuts in preparation for the long winter months. Thanksgiving
also is a time when I take time to realize how truly blessed I am as I look at all the myriad reasons I have to be
grateful.
I have a loving family and friends who give me a plethora of reasons to give thanks. I am blessed with three
children, Nicholas, Bethany, and Kieran. They continue to amaze me, and I am proud to share in their life's
journey. I have the most precious grandson, Lexx. Watching him grow and develop help me to see the glory of
God's creation through the wondering, trusting eyes of a child. I am unbelievably blessed to share my life with
my wonderful wife, Kathy. She is always there to nurture and support me, yet she constantly challenges me to
grow as a pastor, a father, and a man. I have wonderful friends who daily lift me in their prayers and offer me the
most precious gift of friendship.
I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as pastor and teacher with the people of St. Peter’s UCC. It is a true
joy to be a part of a group of caring loving people. It is so gratifying to watch members support and nurture each
other as we all search for ways to most faithfully use our many and differing gifts and blessings to serve God and
God’s glorious creation.
During this season set aside to give thanks, let each of us take the time to reflect on the many reasons we have to
be thankful, as individuals, as families, and as a church. May we also look for ways we can
faithfully and joyfully share our many blessings with all of God's people, for that is how we
can best show our gratitude to our good and loving God.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
On Sunday, November 20, 3:00 pm St. Peter’s UCC and St. John’s UCC will be sharing in a joint
Thanksgiving service at St Peter’s UCC (12 West Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL). As a part of the service there will
be a video presentation of all the many things for which people are thankful. We are asking you to submit
one or two pictures you have taken show what you are thankful for. Now, here is the catch – We are asking
that the pictures are not of family members; that is too easy. For the next few weeks, be aware of the world
around you. The world is full of the wonders of God’s creation, so be creative, be open to the movement of
the Spirit, think outside the box. Send your pictures to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com by November 13.
Remember, these are pictures you take, not ones downloaded from internet sites.
Please make plans to attend the Thanksgiving Service as we express our thanks and
gratitude to God for all our many blessings.
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins

November 2022

October 16th was an incredibly meaningful day not only for our
church, but for the entire village of Frankfort. It was the day that
St. Peter’s was designated as The First Historic Landmark of
Frankfort. Little did those twelve Charter Members back in 1867
realize what an impact on the community of Frankfort their
desire for a local church would be. Neither did those who laid the
cornerstone of our magnificent church building back in 1915
realize that over one hundred years later St. Peter’s would still
stand as a strong beacon of faith for our community. Each time
we look at our historic plaque mounted on the front of the
church, we need to remember those whose faith in God and whose dedication to fulfilling God’s
work in our world, made all we have today possible.
In the month of November, we will be focusing on thankfulness. On November
20th at 3:00 pm. St. Peter’s will be hosting a Thanksgiving service along with St.
John’s United Church of Christ in Mokena. The choirs from both churches will
be performing individually, as well as uniting their voices in song. Following the
service there will be a reception in our fellowship hall. It will be a joyful
afternoon of giving thanks and sharing in fellowship with our community and
neighboring church family.
As we move into a very busy time of the year filled with family functions, church activities, work
gatherings, and preparations for the joys of the Advent season, we need to take time to continue
to give thanks to God for all the blessings bestowed upon us as individuals and as a church. May
the faith that inspired our twelve charter members in 1867 continue to inspire us today as we
lead our church, with God’s help, into the future for generations to come.
Helen Simpkins
Council President

I am thankful for:













The mess to clean after a party because it means I have been surrounded by friends.
The taxes I pay because it means I’m employed.
The clothes that fit a little too snug because it means I have enough to eat.
A lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning and gutters that need fixing
because it means I have a home.
My shadow who watches me work because it means that I am out in the sunshine.
The spot I find at the far end of the parking lot because it means I am capable of walking.
All the complaining I hear about our government because it means we have freedom of
speech.
My huge heating bill because it means I am warm.
The lady behind me in church who sings off key because it means I can hear.
The alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it
means that I am alive.
The piles of laundry and ironing because it means my loved ones
are nearby.

Eleanore Stewart
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St. Peter's Preschoolers had an awesome October! The weather made outside play
lots of fun as well as some nature walks to see the signs of fall! The children
enjoyed preparing for Halloween and dressing up with their classmates and
teachers. Everyone also visited Lake Katherine Nature Center for our first field
trip of the school year.
In our kindness curriculum we learned about animal shelters and how we can help
them. The children painted wooden bones to donate and families also donated a
trunk full of items from the PAWS wish list.
We do have a couple openings if anyone is looking for a preschool-- we have an
opening in the 4's and in the M/W 3's.
Happy Fall!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool, www.stpeters-preschool.com

St. Peter’s Gardeners Market collected
$430.00 for Kentucky Flood Relief.
Thank you St. Peter’s!!
FISH Christmas Giving Tree
We will again have the opportunity to
purchase gift cards from Meijer, Walmart, and
Target for FISH families and Trinity members.
You can pick up your FISH on Sunday,
November 13 and November 20th. Gift cards
are due Sunday, November 27. Any
questions, please contact Diane Creer at
815-469-5908.

Our donations were sent to Kentucky
Baptist Disaster Relief recommended
by Rick Johnson’s
friend, Reverend
Timmy Garrett
Membership and Evangelism thanks
everyone who helped make our
Re-dedication and Historic Plaque
Ceremony a wonderful success! Our
guests were duly impressed with our
sanctuary, music and hospitality.

A few more pictures from our Re-dedication and
plaque ceremony.
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11/3

Allen O’Connell

11/5

Patricia Allen

11/7

Beth Enskat
A.J. Krusemark

11/8

Lois Cranfill

11/9

Keith McLean

11/10/1979

Dennis & Rebecca Cleveland

11/13/1999

Grant & Mary Beth Deady

11/23/1975

Bill & Marla Krippel

11/23/2008

Nancy Tewes-Srednicki & Matt Srednicki

11/26/1983

Ken & Rose Carlson

11/10 Darren Lattz
11/11 Phillip Hess Jr.
Scott Klier
Sandra Robinson
11/13 Robert Allen
Paul Dalen
11/14 Allison Goldsmith
11/15 Charlotte Pfuhl

11/16 Vincent Bourke
Cheryl Miller
11/17 Sarah Oltman
11/18 Madison Cummins
Cheryl Howard
11/19 Arthur Frank
11/20 Bradley Egner
11/23 Allyn Krusemark-Reed
Emily Perish
11/25 Teri Schram
11/26 Erik Lynch
Audrey Yoshioka
11/29 Cressa Perish
Wendy Rinke
Terry White

WE ARE SOCIALLY ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
CHECK US OUT!
Webpage – stpetersfrankfort.org
Facebook – St Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort
Instagram – stpetersfrankfort – We encourage you to
send your photos to Mary Beth at 708-254-6889
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional
ways members could contribute to the missions of St.
Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and
have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Cathy
Hyman, Alice Janssen, George Kratzenberg, Larry
Nice, Margie Norman, John Schneider, Dianne Schultz,
Yvonne Stephen, Marcella Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also,
all service personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Major
Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel, Major Steven
Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All
anonymous needs and requests. Thank God for all
answered prayers!

November Ushers:
Chip Krusemark
Joey Sparenberg

November Coffee And:

Joey & Brenda Sparenberg

Thank you to everyone who sent cards, get well wishes
and prayers for my recovery.

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
One of the many things we learned while
dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic was the
need for ways to communicate quickly with
members as situations arise. To that end, we
are creating email, text, and phone chains.
Would you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number.
Please take a few moments to do this
so that we make sure you are kept up
to date with the news of St. Peter’s
UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

George Kratzenberg
Congratulations on your re-dedication. May
your ministry continue to be a blessing in
Frankfort.
Yours in Christ,
St. Paul’s UCC Monee
Thank you all so much for your kindness, friendship and
fellowship. We so enjoyed having you all join us for coffee
and cake for our anniversary. We are so blessed
and appreciative of our St. Peter’s family.
Love, Norman & Betty Hossbach

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each month is
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:00
am at Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

for NOVEMBER missions &
Memorials Is collecting:

Items for the Thanksgiving
table, along with canned
vegetables; green beans, cream
corn, etc.

This December 31st will be the last
day for our beloved church secretary,
Wendy Marotta. She and her husband,
Dennis, will be moving to the quiet
foothills in Southeast Missouri. We will
be searching for someone to fill the
position of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ Office
Secretary. If you are interested, please contact
Helen Simpkins or Chip Krusemark for more
information.

"The Time for Singing Has Come."
Our adult choir resumed rehearsals on Wednesday’s at
7:00 pm. We invite anyone who loves to sing, either a
new or former member to join us. No audition necessary.
Please prayerfully consider joining our choir
family. That would be a blessing to all of us.
If you have any questions, just call or text
Shirley Drobnak, our choir director,
@ (708) 704-6906.
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Worship 9:30am
First Sunday of Advent

27

28

Council Meeting, 7pm

Hanging of the Greens
9-noon

Worship 9:30am
K.F.C. 10:30am

Thanksgiving Service with St.
John’s UCC
@ St. Peter’s 3pm

21

14

20

F&M Congregational
Meeting

Worship 9:30am
Veteran’s Sunday

13

Worship 9:30am
Communion

Missions & Memorials
Meeting 7pm

O N

Daylight Savings Time Ends
“Fall Behind”

M

7

U N

6

S

Masks are Optional.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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30
Choir 7pm

AA Meeting 7pm

23

Choir 7pm

16

Choir 7pm

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

9

Choir 7pm

W

29

KEY Articles DUE

AA Meeting 7pm

Hanging of the Greens
9-noon

22

AA Meeting 7pm

15

AA Meeting 7pm

GENERAL ELECTION

8

1
AA Meeting 7pm

T

17

10

3

H U

24

8am-2pm Preschool
Staff Meeting

T

18

11

4

R I

Office Closed

25

Council Reports DUE

F

2022

26

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

19

12
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S A T

Chip Krusemark
Joey Sparenberg

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

November 2022

November at a glance:
Sunday
11/6

2:00 am
9:30 am

“Fall Behind” DST Ends
Worship, Communion

Monday

11/7

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

Tuesday

11/8

All Day
7:00 pm

General Election
A.A. Meeting, Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

11/9

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir

Friday

11/11

All Day

Veteran’s Day - Thank YOU!

Sunday

11/13

9:30 am
10:30 am

Tuesday

11/15

7:00 pm

A.A. Meeting Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

11/16

7:00 pm

Choir

Friday

11/18

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

Saturday

11/19

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Sunday

11/20

9:30 am
10:30 am
3:00 pm

Worship
K.F.C.
Thanksgiving Service with St.
John’s UCC

Monday

11/21

9:00 am
7:00 pm

Hanging of the Greens
Council Meeting

Tuesday

11/22

9:00 am
9:00 am
7:00 pm

KEY Articles DUE
Hanging of the Greens
A. A. Meeting Upstairs Classroom

Thursday

11/24

All Day

Happy Thanksgiving!

Friday

11/25

All Day

Office Closed

Sunday

11/27

9:30 am

Worship, First Sunday of Advent

Tuesday

11/29

7:00 pm

A.A. Meeting Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

11/30

7:00 pm

Choir

Worship
Congregational Meeting
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