St. Peter’s October KEY
“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL 60423
Office:815-469-2220
Pastor Mark e-mail: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Instagram: stpetersfrankfort
Facebook: St. Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort

PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship,
Sunday school, fellowships, meetings and choir.
St. Peter’s Council strongly recommends the
continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

October 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, the one who bestows upon us the many blessings we continually
receive.
The church is a product of many things. It begins with the Spirit of the Living God that calls us to come
together in God's holy name. It is the presence of the Risen Christ, in whose name the church began and
whose example we strive to follow as we serve God and God's creation. It is the power of the Holy Spirit
that moves in our midst empowering and guiding us as we endeavor to grow in our faith and discipleship.
The church is the congregation who assemble to praise God with their words and their actions. It is the
people freely and lovingly sharing their gifts and blessings with the church so that it can be a beacon of
God's light in the midst of a world of darkness. In order for the church to provide this light it is imperative
that the members share their time, talents, and treasures. As we begin our time of budgetary consideration
here at St. Peter’s UCC it is essential that we deal with the issue of how we share our treasures with God's
as we support the work of the church.
This is always uncomfortable because no one likes to talk about money, especially in church. The truth is
that what each of us gives reflects the value we place on the church in our lives. Most people do not realize
this, but Jesus talks about money more than any other subject, save the Kingdom of God. Jesus is very clear
on the issue of money when he says, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Luke
12:34) How and where a person disperses their money shows what they hold to be
important in their life. Where is your heart, and where do you put your money?
This is a time when each member needs to prayerfully consider to what degree they
will support St. Peter’s UCC financially. The key word is "prayerfully". As individuals
or families, we need to pray for God's guidance so that we may discern how best
each of us can financially support the mission and ministry of the church. I would ask
that as you consider what you will pledge to the church you do not think so much about what the church
needs to get, but rather what you need to give.
Over the course of the next few weeks, I ask that you take the time to honestly evaluate where you are in
respect to your giving to God. Do you give out of your surplus? Do you give to God first or last? Do you give
because of guilt or love? Do you give out of sense of obligation or a sense of gratitude? Below is a list of
Scriptures for you to use as a daily devotional during October as you prayerfully consider these questions
and your response to God's blessings in your life.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
SCRIPTURES FOR DAILY REFLECTION AND PRAYER:
Oct. 1- Genesis 1:1-5
Oct. 12- Luke 16:1-8
Oct. 2- Luke 15:1-10
Oct. 13- Luke 5:34-38
Oct. 3- Genesis 1:6-8
Oct. 14- Luke 18:18-30
Oct. 4 -Luke 11:1-10
Oct. 15- Mark 12:41-44
Oct. 5- Genesis 1:9-13
Oct. 16 -Matthew 6:24
Oct. 6 -Luke 12:13-21
Oct. 17- 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Oct. 7- Genesis 1:14-19
Oct. 18- James 1:17-18
Oct. 8- Matthew 13:44-45
Oct. 19- John 3:16
Oct. 9- Genesis 1:20-23
Oct. 20- 1 Peter 4:10
Oct. 10- Matthew 20:1-16
Oct. 21- Exodus 23:19
Oct. 11- Genesis 1:24-31
Oct. 22- Joshua

Oct. 23- Luke 14:25-35
Oct. 24- Matthew 21:33-41
Oct. 25- Luke 13:1-9
Oct. 26- Psalm 24:1
Oct. 27- Luke 10:25-37
Oct. 28- Luke 25:14-30
Oct. 29- 1 Timothy 6:6-10
Oct. 30- Luke 15:11-32
Oct. 31- Leviticus 27:30
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A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins

October 2022

Worshiping in our newly refurbished awe-inspiring sanctuary on September 11th was a blessing
for our congregation. The sounds of the music, the sights of the walls and the new carpeting,
and the feeling of God’s presence “In This Very Room”, was so meaningful.
We will be dedicating our beautiful sanctuary on October 16th along with celebrating the
hanging of the plaque designating St. Peter’s as the First Historic Landmark of Frankfort. We are
inviting the community to share with us in all the day’s events. We will begin with worship at
9:30 as usual. Then at 11:00 the festivities begin with the dedication of the plaque at 11:15,
followed by an open house of our church and its historic cabinets, and a lunch served in the
fellowship hall.
This is our opportunity to reach out to the community and welcome them
into our Christian family at St. Peter’s, where they can witness firsthand,
the history of our church as it has stood as a beacon of faith in our
community for over one hundred years.

Re-

October 16 Church Re-dedication and Historic Plaque Ceremony

Run-Of-Show
10/9 - After Worship, clean-up of Church History Display and Fellowship
Hall/Kitchen.
10/15 – 10:00 am – Noon, set-up in Fellowship Hall, make sandwiches.
Congregation members bring desserts
10/16 – 9:30 am Worship
11:00 am – Lisa Kristina plays organ in Sanctuary
11:15 am – Dedication ceremony – Pastor Mark, Council President-Helen
Simpkins, Mayor Keith Ogle, Marcia Steward
11:30 – 2:00 pm – Open House - music resumes, church opens for self-tours
aided by greeters and guides. Sandwiches, chips, beverages and desserts
served in Fellowship Hall.
We’d love to see everyone participate as we show off St. Peter’s to our
community!!

Thank you to those who have already stepped up to be greeters,
servers, and tour guides.
Invite friends and neighbors to stop by.
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October 2022
SAVE THE DATE!!
We are a local historic landmark. Our brick tuckpointed, our doors painted. Our sanctuary updated with new
wiring, paint, flooring, carpeting, and choir loft.
It is time to celebrate!!
St. Peter’s will host a re-dedication and plaque ceremony/open house on Sunday, October 16, after worship from 11
-2 pm. After a brief ceremony commemorating our historic landmark plaque, we will open our “new” church to
our community with music performed by Lisa Kristina and a light lunch in the Fellowship Hall. We are proudly
inviting guests into our church to see what has been accomplished.
We respectfully request that everyone help with this celebratory event. Greeters are needed at all entrances. Bakers
are needed to make desserts. Kitchen help is required to set-up and clean-up is needed. A few “roving” guides
could help direct guests and answer questions. This is an opportunity for our membership to proudly re-dedicate
ourselves as members of this faith community.
Please leave your name in the office or contact one of your Membership Committee friends to
tell us you can help.
Lori and Chip Krusemark, Brenda Sparenberg, Grant Deady and Marcia Steward
The beginning of the 2022-23 school year at St. Peter's Preschool was wonderful! First the
staff reconnected, planned for the school year, and met with an officer from Frankfort Police
Dept to discuss safety for our school. Next parents were welcomed to Parent Orientation to
hear the goals and philosophies, the routines, and specifics from their classroom teachers.
Finally we met our new classes at Meet the Teacher Morning and the first weeks of school. The
children have enjoyed meeting new friends, getting to know their new teachers, exploring the
classrooms, and learning new things.
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
www.stpeters-preschool.com

COME ENJOY A BONFIRE &
TOUR OF HORSE STABLES

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS
FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE

Saturday, October 22nd at
5:30 PM, come share food,
fun, and fellowship around a
bonfire at Magic Meadows
Farm, 24600 S. 80th Ave (the Hyman/
Clousing farm)! All ages are invited to join
in a tour of the stables and visit with their
horses. Bring an appetizer to share, lawn
chairs for your group members, and we’ll
have s’mores around a blazing bonfire!

Women’s Fellowship is spearheading a drive to build 20
Thanksgiving meal food baskets in coordination with the
Frankfort Food Pantry.

Additionally, as you know, bibles are not
supposed to be thrown in the trash. We will
use this opportunity to properly dispose of
old, worn bibles by burning them. If you
have any bibles that need appropriate
disposal, feel free to bring those with you!

If desired, join us in helping fill the baskets
after service in the Friendship Room on
Sunday, 11/13/2021.

Please R.S.V.P. to the church office (815469-2220), Jennifer Stephen (815-4694509) or Cathy Dutro (815-469-3788) by
Sunday, October 16th! Hope to see
everyone there!!

On Sundays, October 23rd and October 30th, after service,
come pluck a feather from the turkey at the Women’s
Fellowship table downstairs in Fellowship Hall.
Each feather will have a list of items you will provide to make
these baskets possible.

Items for the baskets will need to be returned on Sunday,
11/06/2021.

This is the fourth year that St. Peter’s has
helped the Frankfort Food Pantry make
more Thanksgiving meals possible for
those who are facing tough times. Please share your
blessings with others, remembering that we are all God’s
children.
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it for me.”
Matthew 25:29

4

October 2022
Facilities Ministry Report to the Congregation

Overview:
The Facilities Committee and Ministry are tasked with maintaining the St. Peter’s physical plant. This
includes, grounds, building, and utilities such as HVAC, water, and electrical systems. Some of the
members of the committee are able to perform many of the needed repairs and maintenance
themselves; repairs that are beyond the scope of our skills or knowledge are contracted out.
The past two years have been devoted almost entirely to the repair and restoration of the Sanctuary.
Most of the first year was devoted to determining what repairs were needed and prioritizing them
based on urgency and locating the most qualified contractors and securing bids and proposals. The
contractors we chose were based on reputation, ability to complete the tasks on a timely basis, and
recommendations. Special attention was given to the contractors performing the interior restoration,
and tuckpointing. A special questionnaire was provided to each candidate to complete, a contractor
who outsourced labor or subcontracted was automatically disqualified from the process.

The second year was devoted to establishing a timeline, and completing the repair and restoration
process. As chairman of the Facilities Committee, I provided coordination and overall job oversite to
ensure the restoration process was completed according to our specifications. The contractors we
chose performed beyond our expectations; we hope you are as pleased with the results as we are. A
special thanks goes to the Church Council, Treasurer, Special Gifts, and all those who give their time,
effort, and resources to keep St. Peters “alive and well.” We can always use more help from the
congregation to help lighten the load. No matter what your skill, we can use your help.
Listed below are the final costs for the congregation to review. We are happy to report that the project
came in under budget, and well within the established timeline. Our primary goal is to maintain
complete transparency during the entire course of the project
Restoration Project Status and Cost Analysis
•

Berghaus Organ (paid) $ 26,740.00 Project Completed (organ reassemble and tuning)

•

Bulldog Carpets (paid) $ 2,200.00 Project Completed (pew cleaning)

•

Cash’s Painting (paid) $ 12,500.00 Project Completed (Cupola repair & painting)

•

Costello Flooring (paid) $ 36,045.30 Project Completed (Carpeting /planking)

•

Coverall Cleaning (paid) $ 450.00 Project Completed (Sanctuary deep cleaning)

•

Deprado Rigali Sanctuary (paid) $133,500.00 Project Completed ( Sanctuary restoration)

•

Excel Electric (paid) $ 20,860.12 Project Completed (Sanctuary lighting)

•

Joe’s Custom Painting (paid) $ 695.00 Project Completed (Doors and entrance)

•

Joe’s Custom Painting (pend) $ 1500.00 Project Completed (Fellowship Hall repair)

•

S&J Door (paid) $ 40,825.00 Project Completed. (North, East and West Doors)

•

Ward Tuckpointing (paid) $142,000.00 Project Completed (Church Tuckpointing)

The total cost for the renovation project came in at $417,315.42 which is $36,684.58 under our
anticipated budget of $450,000.00. (This figure does not reflect $38,745.00 for the HVAC system or
the $10,216.00 for the parsonage remodeling project which were paid for through the generosity of
our congregation.
A huge thanks goes to Helen Simpkins, Brenda and Joey Sparenberg, Diane Creer, Sylvia Tewes,
Kathy Milligan, Dianne Schultz, and Kate Dougherty, for all their dedication and hard work, and
sleepless nights.
Respectfully Submitted,

David Dutro, Facilities Chair
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This December 31st will be the
last day for our beloved church
secretary, Wendy Marotta. She
and her husband, Dennis, will be
moving to the quiet foothills in
Southeast Missouri. We will be
searching for someone to fill the
position of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
Office Secretary. If you are interested, please
contact Helen Simpkins or Chip Krusemark for
more information.

October 2022
St. Peter’s Church
We would like to
thank you for your
generous donation to
the farm, it will be
put to good use for
the irrigation system.
Navarro Farm

UNDY SUNDAY COLLECTION
Most people take things like underwear for granted. Catholic
Charities has found that low income families and seniors
living on poverty-level incomes do not spend money on
underwear and they desperately need it.
We will be collecting new men’s, women’s, boys,
and girls underwear, socks and diapers of all sizes. There will be a box in the
Narthex to collect all items. All items will benefit people in the Will County area.

Dear Friends,
Kathy and I would like to
thank the people and
Council of St. Peter’s
UCC for the wonderful rehab of the
bathroom at the parsonage. With new
fixtures, much better lighting, and
larger bathtub it has become a place
of calm. A very special thanks to
Brenda Sparenberg who managed the
project. She worked with the
contractor from inception to
completion and made sure that the
finished product met all
expectations. Once again, thank you.
Love, Rev. Mark and Kathy.

" the time for singing has come. ."
Our adult choir resumed rehearsals. We invite anyone who loves to
sing, either a new or former member to join us. No audition
necessary.
Please prayerfully consider joining our choir family. That
would be a blessing to all of us.
If you have any questions, just call or text Shirley
Drobnak, our choir director, @ (708) 704-6906.

CALMING YOUR CHAOS
Too much of anything begins to rob us of the peace
that comes from enjoying the balance in our lives
that Christ desires for us. When you are in the
midst of a chaotic period in your life, seeing a path
to the end can seem impossible.
If this sounds familiar to you or you know someone
who seems to be in a constant state of chaos, please join Women’s
Fellowship on Thursday, October 13th from 7:00 – 8:45 PM in the
Friendship Room for a presentation on ‘Calming Your Chaos’. We
will offer scriptural promises that invite you to cast your need for
help on the Lord and lets His wisdom lead you out of the chaos.
While an R.S.V.P. is not required, if possible, please let the church
office (815-469-2220), Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy
Dutro (815-469-3788) know by Sunday, October 9th that you’ll be
joining us!
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
--John 14:27
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Marge Boyd
Allan Creer

10/1/2016

Glenn & Shirley Sharpe

10/6/1984

Chip & Lori Krusemark

10/4

John Edmondson

10/9/2009

Mark & Jessica Baker

10/5

Eleanore Stewart

10/19/1963

Allan & Diane Creer

10/24/2008

Dan & Kari Fleck

10/6

Brennan McGarry

10/25/1952

Norman & Betty Hossbach

10/8

Vivian Scaletta

10/25/2008

Thomas & Jill Hossbach

10/9

Parker Cleveland

10/28/1978

Michael & Deborah Hossbach

10/30/1999

Jim & Wendy Rinke

10/3

10/11 Jospehine Miller
10/12 Mark Schimanski
10/14 Deborah Hossbach
10/15 Steven Krippel
10/17 Carson Cleveland
10/19 Cody Cleveland
Samantha Tewes

WE ARE SOCIALLY ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
CHECK US OUT!
Webpage – stpetersfrankfort.org
Facebook – St Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort
Instagram – stpetersfrankfort – We encourage you to
send your photos to Mary Beth at 708-254-6889

10/20 Jacob Dalen
10/21 Abigail Doyle
Joshua Miller
Brayden Schalmo
10/22 Kylee Rinke
10/23 Marcia Steward
Charlene Stewart
10/24 Zachary Hellriegel

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now
during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and
have implemented online giving!

10/25 David Ber
Dylan Bettenhausen

We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!

10/26 William Miller

You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!

10/27 Todd Schultz
Bruce Wille
10/31 Nicole Goldsmith
Kylene McGarry
Kathy Milligan

If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Betty
Hossbach, Cathy Hyman, Alice Janssen, George
Kratzenberg, Larry Nice, Margie Norman, John
Schneider, Dianne Schultz, Marcella Tewes, Bernice
Voss. Also, all service personnel, including: Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
One of the many things we learned while
dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic was the
need for ways to communicate quickly with
members as situations arise. To that end, we
are creating email, text, and phone chains.
Would you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number.
Please take a few moments to do this
so that we make sure you are kept up
to date with the news of St. Peter’s
UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

October Ushers:
Kate Dougherty
Judy Hageman

October Coffee And:
David and Cathy Dutro

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon

Musings by Eleanore:
“Politeness and consideration for
others is like investing pennies and
getting dollars back.”

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each
month is Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast , 8:00 am at
Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

for OCTOBER missions &
Memorials Is collecting:
BAKING SUPPLIES

During our worship service on Sunday, October 30 we
will be observing Totenfest. This is a time when we
remember members and loved ones, those who have
passed away during the last year. If you have anyone
you would like remembered during this time, please
contact the office (815-469-2220) with her/his name and
your relationship with the person.

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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23

Women’s Fellowship Turkey
Basket sign up 10:45

Worship 9:30am
Baptism Grayson Klier
Totenfest

30

Worship 9:30am
Women’s Fellowship Turkey
Basket sign up 10:45
Facilities Meeting 10:45
31

24
AA Meeting 7pm

25

Choir 7pm

AA Meeting 7pm

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am

Re-dedication 11-2

19

18

17

Choir 7pm

26

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

16

Preschool Staff Meeting
8am-2pm

27

20

Preschool Picture Day
Women’s Fellowship
“Calming Your Chaos”
Friendship Room 7pm

Preschool Picture Day

6

H U

13

T

12

Choir 7pm

AA Meeting 7pm

11

AA Meeting 7pm

Choir 7pm

E D

Missions &Memorials
Meeting 7pm

W

5

U E

4

T

Worship 9:30am
Undy Sunday
Kitchen clean-up after
Worship

10

O N

9

M

3

U N

2
Worship 9:30am
World Communion Sunday
Undy Sunday
K.F.C. 10:30am

S

Masks are Optional.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

14

7

R I

29

Bonfire @ Magic
Meadows Farm 5:30pm

KEY Articles DUE

29

22

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe

15

8

1

S A T

21

Council Reports DUE

F

2022

Kate Dougherty
Judy Hageman

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

October 2022

October at a glance:
Sunday
10/2

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, World Communion Day
Undy Sunday
K.F.C.

Tuesday

10/4

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting
A.A. Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

10/5

7:00 pm

Choir

Sunday

10/9

9:30 am

Worship
Undy Sunday
Kitchen Clean-up

10:30 am
Tuesday

10/11

7:00 pm

A.A. Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

10/12

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Choir

Thursday

10/13

7:00 pm

“Calming Your Chaos”
Friendship Room

Friday

10/14

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

Saturday

10/15

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Kup-a-Joe

Sunday

10/16

9:30 am
11:00 am

Monday

10/17

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

Tuesday

10/18

7:00 pm

A.A. Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

10/19

7:00 pm

Choir

Friday

10/21

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

Saturday

10/22

5:30 pm

Bonfire at Magic Meadows Farm

Sunday

10/23

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

Tuesday

10/25

7:00 am

A.A. Upstairs Classroom

Wednesday

10/26

7:00 pm

Choir

Sunday

10/30

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, Totenfest
Baptism Grayson Klier
Turkey Basket Sign-up

All Day

Happy Halloween!!!

Monday

10/31

Worship
Re-dedication Ceremony

Worship
Turkey Basket Sign-up
Facilities Meeting
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